


Why is orbital 

angular 
momentum 

quantized in 
integer steps?

























If you think this is starting to sound like mystical 
numerology, I don’t blame you. We will not be using the 

Clebsch-Gordon tables much in the rest of this book, but I 
wanted you to know where they fit into the scheme of 

things, in case you encounter them later on. In a 
mathematical sense this is all applied group theory---what 

we are talking about is the decomposition of the direct 
product of two irreducible representations of the rotation 
group into a direct sum of irreducible representations (you 

can quote that, to impress your friends).
















