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ON NEW DEMOCRACY

January 1940

I. WHITHER CHINA?

A lively atmosphere has prevailed throughout the tgusver since the War of Resistance began, thergeéseral feeling that
a way out of the impasse has been found, and peopteger knit their brows in despair. Of late, howetke dust and din of
compromise and anti-communism have once again tifledir, and once again the people are thrownhatalderment. Most
susceptible, and the first to be affected, are tt@dl@dtuals and the young students. The question oraie agses: What is to
be done? Whither China? On the occasion of the qatiin ofChinese Culturg¢l] it may therefore be profitable to clarify the
political and cultural trends in the country. | afagman in matters of culture; | would like to stutigm, but have only just
begun to do so. Fortunately, there are many comiadésnan who have written at length in this field tkat my rough and
ready words may serve the same purpose as the beathggdngs before a theatrical performance. Our gagens may
contain a grain of truth for the nation's advanacgltuical workers and may serve as a modest spur to irntlece to come
forward with valuable contributions of their owndawe hope that they will join in the discussion tocteaorrect conclusions
which will meet our national needs. To "seek trutnfrfacts” is the scientific approach, and presumptudostjaim
infallibility and lecture people will never settleyghing. The troubles that have befallen our natibmextremely serious, and
only a scientific approach and a spirit of respongibdan lead it on to the road of liberation. Thisrbut one truth, and the
guestion of whether or not one has arrived at it ddp@ot on subjective boasting but on objective praciihe only yardstick
of truth is the revolutionary practice of millionspéople. This, | think, can be regarded as the d#itfChinese Culture.

[Il. WE WANT TO BUILD A NEW CHINA

For many years we Communists have struggled for aralitevolution as well as for a political and economgvolution, and
our aim is to build a new society and a new statéhi®IChinese nation. That new society and new statdaik not only a new
politics and a new economy but a new culture. Irepttords, not only do we want to change a Chinaighaslitically
oppressed and economically exploited into a Chingisheolitically free and economically prosperous,als want to change
the China which is being kept ignorant and backwaender the sway of the old culture into an enlighteared progressive
China under the sway of a new culture. In short, \eatto build a new China. Our aim in the culturdies is to build a new
Chinese national culture.

[ll. CHINA'S HISTORICAL CHARACTERISTICS

We want to build a new national culture, but whatkof culture should it be?

Any given culture (as an ideological form) is a refien of the politics and economics of a given sogiatd the former in turn
has a tremendous influence and effect upon the;lattenomics is the base and politics the concentrajg@ssion of
economicg2] This is our fundamental view of the relation of avdt to politics and economics and of the relatiopaditics to
economics. It follows that the form of culture is fidgtermined by the political and economic form, anty then does it
operate on and influence the given political anaheenic form. Marx says, "It is not the consciousness of that determines
their being, but, on the contrary, their social lpdimat determines their consciousnd§$.He also says, "The philosophers have
only interpretedthe world, in various ways; the point, however, ishangeit."[4] For the first time in human history, these
scientific formulations correctly solved the problefritee relationship between consciousness and existemt¢hey are the
basic concepts underlying the dynamic revolutionhepty of knowledge as the reflection of reality whigas later elaborated
so profoundly by Lenin. These basic concepts must beikepind in our discussion of China's cultural probéem

Thus it is quite clear that the reactionary elemehte@old national culture we want to eliminate srgeparable from the old
national politics and economics, while the new natiaulture which we want to build up is inseparalpterf the new national
politics and economics. The old politics and economidkie Chinese nation form the basis of its old cultjugt as its new
politics and economics will form the basis of its newune.

What are China's old politics and economics? And vwehlaér old culture?

From the Chou and Chin Dynasties onwards, Chinese gogiest feudal, as were its politics and its economy. thieddominant
culture, reflecting the politics and economy, wagidiculture.

Since the invasion of foreign capitalism and the gehgrowth of capitalist elements in Chinese sociéty,dountry has
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changed by degrees into a colonial, semi-colonialsamdi-feudal society. China today is colonial in thpahese-occupied
areas and basically semi-colonial in the Kuomintaegsrand it is predominantly feudal or semi-feud&latin. Such, then, is
the character of present-day Chinese society andatedtaffairs in our country. The politics and tleeromy of this society
are predominantly colonial, semi-colonial and semidfd, and the predominant culture, reflecting tblitios and economy, is
also colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal.

It is precisely against these predominant politicabpemic and cultural forms that our revolution is diesl. What we want to
get rid of is the old colonial, semi-colonial and sdenidal politics and economy and the old culturéhir service. And what
we want to build up is their direct opposite,,the new politics, the new economy and the new cailtdithe Chinese nation.

What, then, are the new politics and the new econaintlye Chinese nation, and what is its new culture?

In the course of its history the Chinese revolution ngosthrough two stages, first, the democratic revoiytand second, the
socialist revolution, and by their very nature they tavo different revolutionary processes. Here denuycdaes not belong to
the old category-- it is not the old democracy, ieibngs to the new category--it is New Democracy.

It can thus be affirmed that China's new politicstaeepolitics of New Democracy, that China's new econds the economy
of New Democracy and that China's new culture icthiire of New Democracy.

Such are the historical characteristics of the Chinmaslution at the present time. Any political padyoup or person taking
part in the Chinese revolution that fails to understuis will not be able to direct the revolution dedd it to victory, but will
be cast aside by the people and left to grieve otitdrcold.

IV. THE CHINESE REVOLUTION IS PART OF THE WORLD REV OLUTION

The historical characteristic of the Chinese revotuties in its division into the two stages, democraay swcialism, the first
being no longer democracy in general, but democodtlye Chinese type, a new and special type, narNely, Democracy.
How, then, has this historical characteristic come liimg? Has it been in existence for the past hungrars, or is it of recent
origin?

A brief study of the historical development of Charal of the world shows that this characteristic didemoérge immediately
after the Opium War, but took shape later, afteffitiseimperialist world war and the October Revabutin Russia. Let us how
examine the process of its formation.

Clearly, it follows from the colonial, semi-coloni@hd semi-feudal character of present-day Chinese gdhagtthe Chinese
revolution must be divided into two stages. The firsps$s to change the colonial, semi-colonial and semdl form of
society into an independent, democratic society.SBowend is to carry the revolution forward and buittbeialist society. At
present the Chinese revolution is taking the first step.

The preparatory period for the first step began withopium War in 1840.,e., when China's feudal society started changing
into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal one. Then cdraevtovement of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, thedSiFrench War,
the Sino-Japanese war, the Reform Movement of 8@&Revolution of 1911, the May 4th Movement, tratNern
Expedition, the War of the Agrarian Revolution @hd present War of Resistance Against Japan. Togéibss have taken up
a whole century and in a sense they represent teasfep, being struggles waged by the Chinese peoptifferent occasions
and in varying degrees, against imperialism and thedforces in order to build up an independent, @atic society and
complete the first revolution. The Revolution of 194as in a fuller sense the beginning of that revotutin its social
character, this revolution is a bourgeois-democratétraot a proletarian-socialist revolution. It is gtitifinished and still
demands great efforts, because to this day its eneneiasilavery strong. When Dr. Sun Yat-sen said, "Th@hgtion is not yet
completed, all my comrades must struggle on", he wasrimgg to the bourgeois-democratic revolution.

A change, however, occurred in China's bourgeois-deatio revolution after the outbreak of the firsipienialist world war in
1914 and the founding of a socialist state on one-sikthe globe as a result of the Russian October Rewgnlof 1917.

Before these events, the Chinese bourgeois-demoaatitution came within the old category of the baaig-democratic
world revolution, of which it was a part.

Since these events, the Chinese bourgeois-democnatiction has changed, it has come within the newgoateof
bourgeois-democratic revolutions and, as far as tigaraknt of revolutionary forces is concerned, forms pithe
proletarian-socialist world revolution.

Why? Because the first imperialist world war and ihst f/ictorious socialist revolution, the October Renmn, have changed
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the whole course of world history and ushered in a ei&aw

It is an era in which the world capitalist front hadl@psed in one part of the globe (one-sixth of tleeldy and has fully
revealed its decadence everywhere else, in whictethaining capitalist parts cannot survive withoutiredymore than ever on
the colonies and Semi-colonies, in which a socialisé $tas been established and has proclaimed its readingise factive
support to the liberation movement of all colonied aemi-colonies, and in which the proletariat of¢hpitalist countries is
steadily freeing itself from the social-imperialistlrgdnce of the social-democratic parties and has proethits support for the
liberation movement in the colonies and semi-coloriethis era, any revolution in a colony or semi-egldhat is directed
against imperialismi,e., against the international bourgeoisie or internatioagitalism, no longer comes within the old
category of the bourgeois-democratic world revolutiout within the new category. It is no longer pHrthe old bourgeois, or
capitalist, world revolution, but is part of the newerld revolution, the proletarian-socialist world odwtion. Such
revolutionary colonies and semi-colonies can no lobgearegarded as allies of the counter revolutionamyt fof world
capitalism; they have become allies of the revolaigriront of world socialism.

Although such a revolution in a colonial and semio@dl country is still fundamentally bourgeois-demdicran its social
character during its first stage or first step, andoaltjn its objective mission is to clear the path fordaeelopment of
capitalism, it is no longer a revolution of the ojge led by the bourgeoisie with the aim of establiglartapitalist society and
a state under bourgeois dictatorship. It belongs to¢inetype of revolution led by the proletariat wikie aim, in the first stage,
of establishing a new-democratic society and a stateruhe joint dictatorship of all the revolutionaigsses. Thus this
revolution actually serves the purpose of clearingllaxgtier path for the development of socialism. e tcourse of its
progress, there may be a number of further sub-stageause of changes on the enemy's side and withinritke o&our allies,
but the fundamental character of the revolutionaies unchanged.

Such a revolution attacks imperialism at its very spand is therefore not tolerated but opposed by iiedsen. However, it is
favoured by socialism and supported by the land of$ieni and the socialist international proletariat.

Therefore, such a revolution inevitably becomes gfattte proletarian-socialist world revolution.

The correct thesis that "the Chinese revolution is gfatte world revolution” was put forward as earlyl@24-27 during the
period of China's First Great Revolution. It was mutMard by the Chinese Communists and endorsed byosk ttaking part in
the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal struggle of tinee. However, the significance of this thesis was alyy £xpounded in
those days, and consequently it was only vaguely uroaerst

The "world revolution" no longer refers to the oldnd revolution, for the old bourgeois world revatut has long been a thing
of the past, it refers to the new world revolutidre socialist world revolution. Similarly, to form "paf* means to form part
not of the old bourgeois but of the new socialist hetion. This is a tremendous change unparalleledérhiktory of China and
of the world.

This correct thesis advanced by the Chinese Communisésésl on Stalin's theory.
As early as 1918, in an article commemorating thet éinniversary of the October Revolution, Stalin erot
The great world-wide significance of the October &ation chiefly consists in the fact that

1) It has widened the scope of the national questidincanverted it from the particular question of ceauirig
national oppression in Europe into the general questi@mancipating the oppressed peoples, colonies and
semi-colonies from imperialism;

2) It has opened up wide possibilities for their emaiton and the right paths towards it, has therebgtigre
facilitated the cause of the emancipation of theregged peoples of the West and the East, and has dawrirtto
the common current of the victorious struggle agamperialism;

3) It has thereby erected a bridge between the socialist el the enslaved Eabgving created a new front of
revolutionsagainstworld imperialism, extending from the proletariandled West, through the Russian Revolution,
to the oppressed peoples of the E&kt.

Since writing this article, Stalin has again and agaipounded the theory that revolutions in the deland semi-colonies
have broken away from the old category and becaanteop the proletarian-socialist revolution. The ¢kt and most precise
explanation is given in an article published on J8mel 925, in which Stalin carried on a controversy with Yugoslav
nationalists of the time. Entitled "The National QumstOnce Again", it is included in a book translabgdChang Chung-shih
and published under the titBtalin on the National Questioti.contains the following passage:
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Semich refers to a passage in Stalin's pamphdexism and the National Questionritten at the end of 1912.
There it says that "the national struggle under tmalitimns ofrising capitalism is a struggle of the bourgeois
classes among themselves". Evidently, by this Semichigtto suggest that his formula defining the social
significance of the national movement under the priglsistorical conditions is correct. But Stalin's pateplvas
written before the imperialist war, when the natiansestion was not yet regarded by Marxists as a question
world significance, when the Marxists' fundamental dadhfor the right to self-determination was regandetdas
part of the proletarian revolution, but as parthef bourgeois-democratic revolution. It would beaidbus not to
see that since then the international situation hasathdchanged, that the war, on the one hand thedctober
Revolution in Russia, on the other, transformed thimnal question from a part of the bourgeois-demacrat
revolution into a part of the proletarian-socialestalution. As far back as October 1916, in his artitlée
Discussion on Self-Determination Summed Up", Lenin daad the main point of the national question, ihtrto
self-determination, had ceased to be a part of thergedemocratic movement, that it had already ineca
component part of the general proletarian, sociedigblution. | do not even mention subsequent worken
national question by Lenin and by other represergatdf Russian communism. After all this, what signifieacan
Semich's reference to the passage in Stalin's pamphitén in the period of thBourgeoisdemocratic revolution
in Russia, have at the present time, when, as a comsaxjaEthe new historical situation, we have entaradw
epoch, the epoch giroletarianrevolution? It can only signify that Semich quotessaie of space and time,
without reference to the living historical situati@md thereby violates the most elementary requiresrafnt
dialectics, and ignores the fact that what is rightoioe historical situation may prove to be wrongriotaer
historical situatiorj§]

From this it can be seen that there are two kindsoofdarevolution, the first belonging to the bourgeor capitalist category.
The era of this kind of world revolution is long pasdying come to an end as far back as 1914 wherrshénfiperialist world
war broke out, and more particularly in 1917 whes ©ctober Revolution took place. The second kiathely, the
proletarian-socialist world revolution, thereupon degdT his revolution has the proletariat of the cdigitaountries as its main
force and the oppressed peoples of the colonies anecedmnies as its allies. No matter what classes, partiesliiduals in
an oppressed nation join the revolution, and no mattether they themselves are conscious of the poinhderstand it, so
long as they oppose imperialism, their revolution Inee® part of the proletarian-socialist world revolutiomd they become its
allies.

Today, the Chinese revolution has taken on still gresignificance. This is a time when the economiczoiiical crises of
capitalism are dragging the world more and more lgaafo the Second World War, when the Soviet Unlhas reached the
period of transition from socialism to communism andaigable of leading and helping the proletariat gmpressed nations of
the whole world in their fight against imperialistmaand capitalist reaction, when the proletariathef tapitalist countries is
preparing to overthrow capitalism and establish s@gland when the proletariat, the peasantry, th#igeetsia and other
sections of the petty bourgeoisie in China have be@meaghty independent political force under thadkxyahip of the Chinese
Communist Party. Situated as we are in this day aadsiipuld we not make the appraisal that the Chimssdution has taken
on still greater world significance? | think we shaultie Chinese revolution has become a very impoparitof the world
revolution.

Although the Chinese revolution in this first stagetiiwis many sub-stages) is a hew type of bourgeois-dettiocevolution
and is not yet itself a proletarian-socialist revolatio its social character, it has long become a gaheoproletarian-socialist
world revolution and is now even a very important pad a great ally of this world revolution. Thesfistep or stage in our
revolution is definitely not, and cannot be, the lelisament of a capitalist society under the dictatqrstiithe Chinese
bourgeoisie, but will result in the establishment okav-democratic society under the joint dictatorsHiplbthe revolutionary
classes of China headed by the Chinese proletariateUb&ution will then be carried forward to the sed@tage, in which a
socialist society will be established in China.

This is the fundamental characteristic of the Chineselution of today, of the new revolutionary procetthe past twenty
years (counting from the May 4th Movement of 1988\ its concrete living essence.

V. THE POLITICS OF NEW DEMOCRACY

The new historical characteristic of the Chinese rgiah is its division into two stages, the first being ttew-democratic
revolution. How does this manifest itself concretelyniternal political and economic relations? Let ussider the question.

Before the May 4th Movement of 1919 (which occuraéter the first imperialist world war of 1914 thed3ian October
Revolution of 1917), the petty bourgeoisie and thergeoisie (through their intellectuals) were thetpall leaders of the
bourgeois-democratic revolution. The Chinese prdkthad not yet appeared on the political scene asvakened and
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independent class force, but participated in thelatiam only as a follower of the petty bourgeoisi@ dhe bourgeoisie. Such
was the case with the proletariat at the time oRbeolution of 1911.

After the May 4th Movement, the political leaderGliina's bourgeois-demaocratic revolution was no lotigebourgeoisie but
the proletariat, although the national bourgeoisigtioued to take part in the revolution. The Chingseetariat rapidly became
an awakened and independent political force as & @sts maturing and of the influence of the Rusdavolution. It was the
Chinese Communist Party that put forward the slogawlbwith imperialism" and the thoroughgoing prograenfor the

whole bourgeois-democratic revolution, and it wasGheénese Communist Party alone that carried out traran Revolution.

Being a bourgeoisie in a colonial and semi-colongairtry and oppressed by imperialism, the Chinese radtimurgeoisie
retains a certain revolutionary quality at certaénigds and to a certain degree--even in the enapéiialism--in its opposition
to the foreign imperialists and the domestic goverrtmehbureaucrats and warlords (instances of opposititimet latter can be
found in the periods of the Revolution of 1911 amel Northern Expedition), and it may ally itself witke proletariat and the
petty bourgeoisie against such enemies as it is reaglyptose. In this respect the Chinese bourgeoisie diffens the
bourgeoisie of old tsarist Russia. Since tsarist Russia walitary-feudal imperialism which carried on aggressagainst
other countries, the Russian bourgeoisie was entirelyrig in revolutionary quality. There, the task loé tproletariat was to
oppose the bourgeoisie, not to unite with it. Butr@hs national bourgeoisie has a revolutionary quatigertain periods and to
a certain degree, because China is a colonial anda@ariial country which is a victim of aggression. élghe task of the
proletariat is to form a united front with the naiéd bourgeoisie against imperialism and the bureaacétvarlord
governments without overlooking its revolutionary lifya

At the same time, however, being a bourgeois clasgatamial and semi-colonial country and so beingesxrtly flabby
economically and politically, the Chinese nationalifgeoisie also has another quality, namely, a prasaioeconciliation with
the enemies of the revolution. Even when it takesipahe revolution, it is unwilling to break witmperialism completely and,
moreover, it is closely associated with the exploitatbthe rural areas through land rent; thus it ishegiwilling nor able to
overthrow imperialism, and much less the feudal forices,thorough way. So neither of the two basic fgois or tasks of
China's bourgeois-demaocratic revolution can be satwvextcomplished by the national bourgeoisie. As fan&h big
bourgeoisie, which is represented by the Kuomintalhtghraugh the long period from 1927 to 1937 it hedtin the arms of the
imperialists and formed an alliance with the feudatés against the revolutionary people. In 1927 anddme time
afterwards, the Chinese national bourgeoisie alsovfelibthe counter-revolution. During the present dapanese war, the
section of the big bourgeoisie represented by Wangd2lvei has capitulated to the enemy, which consstatéesh betrayal
on the part of the big bourgeoisie. In this respéentthe bourgeoisie in China differs from the eabimurgeoisie of the
European and American countries, and especiallyaride. When the bourgeoisie in those countries, andiefipen France,
was still in its revolutionary era, the bourgeois retion was comparatively thorough, whereas the bousgem China lacks
even this degree of thoroughness.

Possible participation in the revolution on the oaachand proneness to conciliation with the enemidiseofevolution on the
other-- such is the dual character of the Chinesegeaisie, it faces both ways Even the bourgeoisie inf@an and American
history had shared this dual character. When confddmyea formidable enemy, they united with the weskend peasants
against him, but when the workers and peasants awakitsegdurned round to unite with the enemy agammstworkers and
peasants. This is a general rule applicable to thegboisie everywhere in the world, but the trait is enpronounced in the
Chinese bourgeoisie.

In China, it is perfectly clear that whoever carditfae people in overthrowing imperialism and theésrof feudalism can win
the people's confidence, because these two, and dipigjzerialism, are the mortal enemies of the peoptalay, whoever
can lead the people in driving out Japanese imfpemadnd introducing democratic government will be shviours of the
people. History has proved that the Chinese bourgezasirot fulfil this responsibility, which inevitablglfs upon the
shoulders of the proletariat.

Therefore, the proletariat, the peasantry, theligeitsia and the other sections of the petty bousieeindoubtedly constitute
the basic forces determining China's fate. These class®g already awakened and others in the process oéaingkwill
necessarily become the basic components of the stagogacthmental structure in the democratic repulfliChina, with the
proletariat as the leading force. The Chinese dertioaepublic which we desire to establish now must deraocratic

republic under the joint dictatorship of all antiperialist and anti-feudal people led by the prolatathat is, a new-democratic
republic, a republic of the genuinely revolutionasw Three People's Principles with their Three Gredities.

This new-democratic republic will be different frahe old European-American form of capitalist repablnder bourgeois
dictatorship, which is the old democratic form aneadly out of date. On the other hand, it will alseadifferent from the
socialist republic of the Soviet type under the daship of the proletariat which is already flourighin the U.S.S.R., and
which, moreover, will be established in all the calfst countries and will undoubtedly become the d@mirform of state and
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governmental structure in all the industrially adwehcountries. However, for a certain historical pi&ribis form is not
suitable for the revolutions in the colonial and sewibnial countries. During this period, therefor¢hiad form of state must
be adopted in the revolutions of all colonial and isemfonial countries, namely, the new-democratiautdje. This form suits a
certain historical period and is therefore transitipnavertheless, it is a form which is necessary andatdvendispensed with.

Thus the numerous types of state system in the worlbeaeduced to three basic kinds according to the cltesscter of their
political power: (1) republics under bourgeois diotahip; (2) republics under the dictatorship of theetariat; and (3)
republics under the joint dictatorship of several hetionary classes.

The first kind comprises the old democratic states. Joafer the outbreak of the second imperialist weare is hardly a trace
of democracy in many of the capitalist countries,cibfiave come or are coming under the bloody misitaictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. Certain countries under the joint dictdtip of the landlords and the bourgeoisie can bepg with this kind.

The second kind exists in the Soviet Union, and tmelitimns for its birth are ripening in capitalist cotes. In the future, it
will be the dominant form throughout the world gocertain period.

The third kind is the transitional form of state todumpted in the revolutions of the colonial and seabdnial countries. Each
of these revolutions will necessarily have specific abgristics of its own, but these will be minor vadas on a general
theme. So long as they are revolutions in colonialeoni-colonial countries, their state and governmesttatture will of
necessity be basically the same, a new-demaocratic state under the joint dictatorehgeveral anti-imperialist classes. In
present-day China, the anti-Japanese united frorgsepts the new-democratic form of state. It is aqgadase and
anti-imperialist; it is also a united front, an alli@nof several revolutionary classes. But unfortunatkdgpite the fact that the
war has been going on for so long, the work of intcilg democracy has hardly started in most of the tepwnitside the
democratic anti-Japanese base areas under the lepdsriie Communist Party, and the Japanese impesialiste exploited
this fundamental weakness to stride into our countryothing is done about it, our national future Vil gravely imperilled.

The question under discussion here is that of the "syatem". After several decades of wrangling since tteyksars of the
Ching Dynasty, it has still not been cleared up. Altytiais simply a question of the status of the varisasial classes within
the state. The bourgeoisie, as a rule, conceals théeprof class status and carries out its one-class dist@pannder the
"national” label. Such concealment is of no advamtaghe revolutionary people and the matter shbaldlearly explained to
them. The term "national" is all right, but it musittinclude counter-revolutionaries and traitors. Kimel of state we need
today is a dictatorship of all the revolutionary classeer the counter-revolutionaries and traitors.

The so-called democratic system in modern states is ysnatiopolized by the bourgeoisie and has become siamply
instrument for oppressing the common people. On therdtand, the Kuomintang's Principle of Democracamsea democratic
system shared by all the common people and not piyvatened by the few.

Such was the solemn declaration made in the Manitédgtee First National Congress of the Kuomintang, helti924 during
the period of Kuomintang-Communist co-operation. $igteen years the Kuomintang has violated this deatarand as a
result it has created the present grave national cfigis.is a gross blunder, which we hope the Kuominteiigcorrect in the
cleansing flames of the anti-Japanese war.

As for the question of "the system of government”, ithis matter of how political power is organized, fitven in which one
social class oanother chooses to arrange its apparatus of politivaepto oppose its enemies and protect itself. There is
state which does not have an appropriate apparapditi€al power to represent it. China may now admpt/stem of people's
congresses, from the national people's congress dowa frdvincial, county, district and township peoptesgresses, with
all levels electing their respective governmentalibedBut if there is to be a proper representatiorémh revolutionary class
according to its status in the state, a proper expreséiire people's will, a proper direction for revidmary struggles and a
proper manifestation of the spirit of New Democrabgn a system of really universal and equal suffragespective of sex,
creed, property or education, must be introducedh $ithe system of democratic centralism. Only a gowent based on
democratic centralism can fully express the will dtla revolutionary people and fight teeemies of the revolution most
effectively. There must be a spirit @ffusal to be "privately owned by the few" in thevgmment and the army; without a
genuinely democratic system this cannot be attainddrensystem of government and the state system walibefharmony.

The state system, a joint dictatorship of all the netiohary classes and the system of government, democeatiralism--these
constitute the politics of New Democracy, the repubfiNew Democracy, the republic of the anti-Jagenaited front, the
republic of the new Three People's Principles widirtiithree Great Policies' the Republic of Chinagiality as well as in name.
Today we have a Republic of China in name but mogality, and our present task is to create thetyahlat will fit the name.

Such are the internal political relations whicheotationary China, a China fighting Japanese aggrasstwuld and must

6 of 21 8/20/2007 9:20 Al



ON NEW DEMOCRACY http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM/classics/mao/swiBwv2_26.htn

establish without fail; such is the orientation, théyaorrect orientation, for our present work of oatkl reconstruction.

VI. THE ECONOMY OF NEW DEMOCRACY

If such a republic is to be established in China, istine new-demaocratic not only in its politics but afsds economy.
It will own the big banks and the big industrial asenmercial enterprises.

Enterprises, such as banks, railways and airlines, whé€tiieese-owned or foreign-owned, which are eithenopolistic in
character or too big for private management, steberated and administered by the state, so that@rmapital cannot
dominate the livelihood of the people: this is thempainciple of the regulation of capital.

This is another solemn declaration in the ManifestihefKuomintang's First National Congress held duriegpériod of
Kuomintang-Communist co-operation, and it is the@trpolicy for the economic structure of the new-deratic republic. In
the new-democratic republic under the leadership@proletariat, the state enterprises will be of &distcharacter and will
constitute the leading force in the whole natiorc@remy, but the republic will neither confiscate italfst private property in
general nor forbid the development of such capitaplistuction as does not "dominate the livelihoodhefpeople”, for China's
economy is still very backward.

The republic will take certain necessary steps to soafe the land of the landlords and distribute ihtsé peasants having
little or no land, carry out Dr. Sun Yat-sen's slogfiand to the tiller", abolish feudal relationsthre rural areas, and turn the
land over to the private ownership of the peasanticifpeasant economy will be allowed in the rurakar Such is the policy
of "equalization of landownership". "Land to theetil' is the correct slogan for this policy. In genesaicialist agriculture will
not be established at this stage, though various types-operative enterprises developed on the basismd ttathe tiller" will
contain elements of socialism.

China's economy must develop along the path of #gutation of capital" and the "equalization of lamghership”, and must
never be "privately owned by the few"; we must ngpenmit the few capitalists and landlords to "domirthatelivelihood of the
people"”; we must never establish a capitalist societiggoEuropean-American type or allow the old semdéé society to
survive. Whoever dares to go counter to this linedviace will certainly not succeed but will run irdorick wall.

Such are the internal economic relations which altgiwnary China, a China fighting Japanese aggressiost and
necessarily will establish.

Such is the economy of New Democracy.

And the politics of New Democracy are the concenttaxpression of the economy of New Democracy.

VII. REFUTATION OF BOURGEOIS DICTATORSHIP

More than 90 per cent of the people are in favdar @public of this kind with its new-democratic pick and new-democratic
economy; there is no alternative road.

What about the road to a capitalist society underdmmis dictatorship? To be sure, that was the old taleeh by the European
and American bourgeoisie, but whether one likes itatr neither the international nor the domesticagitun allows China to do
the same.

Judging by the international situation, that roabligked. In its fundamentals, the present internatisit@ation is one of a
struggle between capitalism and socialism, in whiclitakgm is on the downgrade and socialism on the uggradhe first
place international capitalism, or imperialism, widit permit the establishment in China of a capitalisiety under bourgeois
dictatorship. Indeed the history of modern Chinahsstory of imperialist aggression, of imperialist oppiositto China's
independence and to her development of capitaligmliele revolutions failed in China because imperial&nangled them, and
innumerable revolutionary martyrs died, bitterly Emting the non-fulfilment of their mission. Today ayerful Japanese
imperialism is forcing its way into China and wantsaduce her to a colony; it is not China that is depiglg Chinese
capitalism but Japan that is developing Japaneseatiapitin our country; and it is not the Chinese booigje but the Japanese
bourgeoisie that is exercising dictatorship in our ¢quifrue enough, this is the period of the final gtyle of dying
imperialism--imperialism is "moribund capitalisif¥7]. But just because it is dying, it is all the more dejsem on colonies and
semi-colonies for survival and will certainly not allany colony or semi-colony to establish anything bBkeapitalist society
under the dictatorship of its own bourgeoisie. Jusabse Japanese imperialism is bogged down in seriousra@mand
political crises, just because it is dying, it must irev&hina and reduce her to a colony, thereby blactie road to bourgeois
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dictatorship and national capitalism in China.

In the second place, socialism will not permit it. tié imperialist powers in the world are our eneraasl, China cannot
possibly gain her independence without the assistantte dénd of socialism and the international proletamhat is, she
cannot do so without the help of the Soviet Uniod #re help which the proletariat of Japan, Brit#ie United States, France,
Germany, Italy and other countries provide throdg#irtstruggles against capitalism. Although no onesegrthat the victory
of the Chinese revolution must wait upon the victfryhe revolution in all of these countries, or irear two of them, there is
no doubt that we cannot win without the added stten§their proletariat. In particular, Soviet assist is absolutely
indispensable for China's final victory in the WaR#sistance. Refuse Soviet assistance, and the revolitidail. Don't the
anti-Soviet campaigns from 1927 onwaf8kprovide an extraordinarily clear lesson? The waslihly is in a new era of wars
and revolutions, an era in which capitalism is unqoastbly dying and socialism is unquestionably prospefinthese
circumstances, would it not be sheer fantasy to ddsredtablishment in China of a capitalist society ubdergeois
dictatorship after the defeat of imperialism and tdigin?

Even though the petty Kemalist dictatorship of tharigeoisig9] did emerge in Turkey after the first imperialist Wowar and
the October Revolution owing to certain specificditions (the bourgeoisie's success in repelling Greeleagipn and the
weakness of the proletariat), there can be no secori@y, much less a "Turkey" with a population of 4Billion, after World
War Il and the accomplishment of socialist construciiothe Soviet Union. In the specific conditions dfia (the flabbiness
of the bourgeoisie with its proneness to conciliatiod the strength of the proletariat with its revolatioy thoroughness),
things just never work out so easily as in Turkey. itlIsome members of the Chinese bourgeoisie clamoieimalism after
the First Great Revolution failed in 1927? But whisr€hina's Kemal? And where are China's bourgeoiatdicthip and
capitalist society? Besides, even Kemalist Turkey ewadiythad to throw herself into the arms of Anglo-Fsleimperialism,
becoming more and more of a semi-colony and pahefeactionary imperialist world. In the internatb situation of today,
the "heroes™ in the colonies and semi-colonies eltherup on the imperialist front and become paitefforces of world
counter-revolution, or they line up on the anti-gniplist front and become part of the forces of woeldolution. They must do
one or the other, for there is no third choice.

Judging by the domestic situation, too, the Chinesedamisie should have learned its lesson by now. No stauakthe
strength of the proletariat and of the peasant amek gietty bourgeois masses brought the revolution 27 18 victory than the
capitalist class, headed by the big bourgeoisie, kithednasses aside, seized the fruits of the revolutomed a
counter-revolutionary alliance with imperialism ahe feudal forces, and strained themselves to theilnaitwar of
"Communist suppression” for ten years. But what was plsbat? Today, when a powerful enemy has penetratgid® our
territory and the anti-Japanese war has been goifigrdwo years, is it possible that there are still peeyho want to copy the
obsolete recipes of the European and American boisig@0A decade was spent on "suppressing the Communistsf ou
existence, but no capitalist society under bourgeaisidirship was "suppressed" into existence. Is it possihtahere are still
people who want to have another try? True, a "argyictatorship” was "suppressed” into existence thralig decade of
"Communist suppression”, but it is a semi-colonial and-4$eundal dictatorship. What is more, at the end airfgears of
"Communist suppression” (from 1927 to the Incidentegt8mber 18, 1931), "Manchukuo" was "suppressed"” kigbezice
and in 1937, after another six years of such "suppréssimJapanese imperialists made their way into Céangh of the
Great Wall. Today if anyone wants to carry on "supgi@n” for another decade, it would mean a new tyg€ommunist
suppression”, somewhat different from the old. Butésamot one fleet-footed person who has already quistt everyone
else and boldly undertaken this new enterprise of "@amst suppression"? Yes, Wang Ching-wei, who has betioene
new-style anti-Communist celebrity. Anyone who wislepin his gang can please himself; but wouldn't that out to be an
added embarrassment when talking big about bourgatéatship, capitalist society, Kemalism, a moderrest@tne-party
dictatorship, "one doctrine”, and so on and so fo#th@ if, instead of joining the Wang Ching-wei gasgmeone wants to
come into the "fight Japan" camp of the peopleilmatgines that once the war is won he will be ablki¢k aside the people
fighting Japan, seize the fruits of the victory dof fight against Japan and establish a "perpetual artg-gictatorship”, isn't he
just daydreaming? "Fight Japan!" "Fight Japan!" ®hb is doing the fighting? Without the workers and geasants and other
sections of the petty bourgeoisie, you cannot movepa stnyone who still dares to try and kick them aswuilehimself be
crushed. Hasn't this, too, become a matter of commwe8eBut the die-hards among the Chinese bourgeoaie (gferring
solely to the die-hards) seem to have learned nothitige past twenty years. Aren't they still shoutirigestrict communism®,
"Corrode communism" and "Combat communism"? Havea's@en "Measures for Restricting the Activities of AlRarties”
followed by "Measures for Dealing with the Alien BaRroblem™ and still later by "Directives for Dealimgth the Alien Party
Problem"? Heavens! With all this "restricting" and dtleg with" going on, one wonders what kind of ftihey are preparing
for our nation and for themselves! We earnestly anckesaly advise these gentlemen: Open your eyes, tg&edlook at
China and the world, see how things stand inside asawellutside the country, and do not repeat your nastdkyou persist in
your mistakes, the future of our nation will of coubsedisastrous, but | am sure things will not go wethwbou either. This is
absolutely true, absolutely certain. Unless the digldhamong the Chinese bourgeoisie wake up, their futllirbe far from
bright--they will only bring about their own desttiom. Therefore we hope that China's anti-Japaneiseduimont will be
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maintained and that, with the cooperation of atéad of the monopoly of a single clique, the arpad@se cause will be
brought to victory; it is the only good policy-- anther policy is bad. This is the sincere advice we @amists are giving, and
do not blame us for not having forewarned you.

"If there is food, let everyone share it." This oldi@se saying contains much truth. Since we all shdighiting the enemy,
we should all share in eating, we should all sharbénatork to be done, and we should all share acceskitagon. Such
attitudes as "l and | alone will take everything" dnd one dare harm me" are nothing but the oldsrif feudal lords which
simply will not work in the Nineteen Forties.

We Communists will never push aside anyone who is réeolary; we shall persevere in the united front arattice

long-term co-operation with all those classes, stratiitjqal parties and groups and individuals that ailéng to fight Japan to
the end. But it will not do if certain people waatpush aside the Communist Party. it will not ddéyt want to split the united
front. China must keep on fighting Japan, unitind aroving forward, and we cannot tolerate anyone tsies to capitulate,
cause splits or move backward.

VIIl. REFUTATION OF "LEFT" PHRASE-MONGERING

If the capitalist road of bourgeois dictatorship is oluthe question, then is it possible to take the sistiadad of proletarian
dictatorship?

No, that is not possible either.

Without a doubt, the present revolution is the firgpsivhich will develop into the second step, thataxfialism, at a later date.
And China will attain true happiness only when shesnthe socialist era. But today is not yet the timattoduce socialism.
The present task of the revolution in China is toffigiperialism and feudalism, and socialism is out ofghestion until this
task is completed. The Chinese revolution cannot awditg the two steps, first of New Democracy and thiesocialism.
Moreover, the first step will need quite a long tierel cannot be accomplished overnight. We are ngiarte and cannot
divorce ourselves from the actual conditions confrantis.

Certain malicious propagandists, deliberately confuiege two distinct revolutionary stages, advocatadhealled theory of
a single revolution in order to prove that the ThPeeple's Principles apply to all kinds of revolutiansl that communism
therefore loses itmison d'étre Utilizing this "theory", they frantically oppose commsm and the Communist Party, the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, and the ShenasKaNingsia Border Region. Their real purpose is to coball
revolution, to oppose a thoroughgoing bourgeois-deatimcrevolution and thoroughgoing resistance to daal to prepare
public opinion for their capitulation to the Japsa@aggressors. This is deliberately being fostered hbiaghenese imperialists.
Since their occupation of Wuhan, they have conreatize that military force alone cannot subjugatén@ and have therefore
resorted to political offensives and economic blandistiiy Their political offensives consist in tempting aravg elements in
the anti-Japanese camp, splitting the united frodtuardermining Kuomintang-Communist co-operation.if@eonomic
blandishments take the form of the so-called joinugtdal enterprises. In central and southern Chinddpanese aggressors
are allowing Chinese capitalists to invest 51 per oétfte capital in such enterprises, with Japaneseatapaking up the other
49 per cent; in northern China they are allowingn€ke capitalists to invest 49 per cent of the capitith, Japanese capital
making up the other 51 per cent. The Japanese irs/adee also promised to restore the former assets Ghinese capitalists
to them in the form of capital shares in the investm&nthe prospect of profits, some conscienceless degpitéorget all

moral principles and itch to have a go. One sectigpresented by Wang Ching-wei, has already capitildteother section
lurking in the anti-Japanese camp would also likertss over. But, with the cowardice of thieves, thear that the
Communists will block their exit and, what is moregttthe common people will brand them as traitorgh®g have put their
heads together and decided to prepare the groundtirral circles and through the press. Having deteechion their policy,
they have lost no time in hiring some "metaphysics-resiflL0] plus a few Trotskyites who, brandishing their penslékees,
are tilting in all directions and creating bedlanende the whole bag of tricks for deceiving those dbmot know what is
going on in the world around them--the "theory afragle revolution”, the tales that communism doessoittthe national
conditions of China, that there is no need for a Camist Party in China, that the Eighth Route andNbes Fourth Armies are
sabotaging the anti-Japanese war and are merely ghabivut without fighting, that the Shensi-Kansu-Niadgdorder Region is
a feudal separatist regime, that the Communist Padisobedient, dissident, intriguing and disruptive--alhéor the purpose
of providing the capitalists with good grounds fortiget their 49 or 51 per cent and selling out theaméd interests to the
enemy at the opportune moment. This is "stealing #aens and pillars and replacing them with rotten tirsthepreparing the
public mind for their projected capitulation. Thtisgse gentlemen who, in all apparent seriousness, ginéngithe "theory of a
single revolution" to oppose communism and the Comstufarty are out for nothing but their 49 or 51 gat. How they
must have cudgelled their brains ! The “theory ohglsi revolution” is simply a theory of no revolutiahall, and that is the
heart of the matter.

9 of 21 8/20/2007 9:20 Al



ON NEW DEMOCRACY http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM/classics/mao/swiBwv2_26.htn

But there are other people, apparently with noiewintions, who are misled by the "theory of a simglelution" and the
fanciful notion of "accomplishing both the politia&lvolution and the social revolution at one stroklegy do not understand
that our revolution is divided into stages, that we @aly proceed to the next stage of revolution adteromplishing the first,
and that there is no such thing as "accomplishing &btime stroke". Their approach is likewise very hatbécause it
confuses the steps to be taken in the revolution aattens the effort directed towards the current tagk.dbrrect and in
accord with the Marxist theory of revolutionary dignent to say of the two revolutionary stages thaffitist provides the
conditions for the second and that the two must beamnive, without allowing any intervening stage ofilgeois
dictatorship. However, it is a utopian view rejecbgdrue revolutionaries to say that the democratroltgion does not have a
specific task and period of its own but can be mesgeaccomplished simultaneously with another taskthe socialist task
(which can only be carried out in another peri@ai this is what they call "accomplishing both at stneke".

IX. REFUTATION OF THE DIE-HARDS

The bourgeois die-hards in their turn come forward say: "Well, you Communists have postponed the socslisem to a
later stage and have declared, 'The Three Peopie@Sfkes being what China needs today, our Partyadyeo fight for their
complete realization[11] All right then, fold up your communism for the tirbeing." A fearful hullabaloo has recently been
raised with this sort of argument in the form of tba€ doctrine" theory. In essence it is the howl ofdieehards for bourgeois
despotism. Out of courtesy, however, we may simply desdras totally lacking in common sense.

Communism is at once a complete system of proletadiemiagy and a new social system. It is different framw @ther
ideology or social system, and is the most completgressive, revolutionary and rational system in humatohji. The
ideological and social system of feudalism has a plabeio the museum of history. The ideological and absystem of
capitalism has also become a museum piece in onefphg world (in the Soviet Union), while in othesuntries it resembles
"a dying person who is sinking fast, like the sun settiegond the western hills”, and will soon be releg&beitie museum. The
communist ideological and social system alone is fujlaafth and vitality, sweeping the world with the mamtum of an
avalanche and the force of a thunderbolt. The chiction of scientific communism into China has opened vistas for people
and has changed the face of the Chinese revolutithoW communism to guide it, China's democratic hetion cannot
possibly succeed, let alone move on to the next stdgeis the reason why the bourgeois die-hards are sityldemanding
that communism be "folded up". But it must not bddéal up”, for once communism is "folded up", Chin#l & doomed. The
whole world today depends on communism for its salmatoad China is no exception.

Everybody knows that the Communist Party has an imatedind a future programme, a minimum and a maximum
programme, with regard to the social system it adescdtor the present period, New Democracy, and éfuture, socialism;
these are two parts of an organic whole, guided leyamd the same communist ideology. Is it not, theeefarthe highest
degree absurd to clamour for communism to be "folggdon the ground that the Communist Party's mininpuogramme is
in basic agreement with the political tenets of thee€ People's Principles? It is precisely because obtsic agreement
between the two that we Communists find it possibletognize “"the Three People's Principles as the gallitiasis for the
anti-Japanese united front" and to acknowledge"thatThree People's Principles being what China nexelds/, our Party is
ready to fight for their complete realization"; ettvise no such possibility would exist. Here we havaited front between
communism and the Three People's Principles in the sifaitpe democratic revolution, the kind of unifesht Dr. Sun Yat-sen
had in mind when he said: "communism is the good drigfithe Three People's Principl¢&2] To reject communism is in fact
to reject the united front. The die-hards have cotembabsurd arguments for the rejection of communisist. because they
want to reject the united front and practice tlogie-party doctrine.

Moreover, the "one doctrine" theory is an absurd@tylong as classes exist, there will be as many docamtwere are classes,
and even various groups in the same class may havalitfeient doctrines. Since the feudal class has aaledmttrine, the
bourgeoisie a capitalist doctrine, the Buddhists Bustdhithe Christians Christianity and the peasants pogrtheind since in
recent years, some people have also advocated Kemtdiseism, vitalisni,L3] the "doctrine of distribution according to
labour"[14] and what not, why then cannot the proletariat issveommunism? Since there are countless "isms", whylghou
the cry of "Fold it up !" be raised at the sight ofrimunism alone? Frankly, "folding it up” will not wo Let us rather have a
contest. If communism is beaten, we Communists will adefeat in good grace. But if not, then let aflttetuff about "one
doctrine", which violates the Principle of Democralog "folded up" as soon as possible.

To avoid misunderstanding and for the edificatiothef die-hards, it is necessary to show clearly wher@linee People's
Principles and communism do coincide and where tloayad.

Comparison of the two reveals both similarities antedéhces.

First for the similarities. They are to be found ie thasic political programme of both doctrines dutheystage of the
bourgeois-democratic revolution in China. The ttpektical tenets of the revolutionary Three PeophReisciples of
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Nationalism, Democracy and the People's Livelihoogkaderpreted by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in 1924 are bagicatilar to the
communist political programme for the stage of thederatic revolution in China. Because of these sitigarand because of
the carrying out of the Three People's Principles uthited front of the two doctrines and the twoipartame into existence. It
is wrong to ignore this aspect.

Next for the differences. (1) There is a differentgart of the programme for the stage of the denticarevolution. The
communist programme for the whole course of the deaticarevolution includes full rights for the peopllee eight-hour
working day and a thorough agrarian revolution, ighas the Three People's Principles do not. Unless tlogss pre added to
the Three People's Principles and there is the ressltnecarry them out, the two democratic programmeesy basically the
same and cannot be described as altogether the sgrAaofBer difference is that one includes the stagh@&ocialist
revolution, and the other does not. Communism envistigestage of the socialist revolution beyond the sibtie
democratic revolution, and hence, beyond its mininpuogramme it has a maximum programive, the programme for the
attainment of socialism and communism. The Three R&oBlinciples which envisage only the stage of theodeatic
revolution and not the stage of the socialist revotutiave only a minimum programme and not a maximptogrammei.e.,
they have no programme for the establishment of $egiadnd communism. (3) There is the difference in avottlook. The
world outlook of communism is dialectical and histatimaterialism, while the Three People's Principlgdain history in
terms of the people's livelihood, which in essencedigadist or idealist outlook; the two world outlooks @pposed to each
other .(4) There is the difference in revolutiondrgroughness. With communists, theory and practiceggtherj.e.;
communists possess revolutionary thoroughness. With tlosvirks of the Three People's Principles, except fosdh
completely loyal to the revolution and to truthediny and practice do not go together and their sleedtradict their wordse.,
they lack revolutionary thoroughness. The aboveladlifferences between the two. They distinguish comstsifrom the
followers of the Three People's Principles. It is uridedly very wrong to ignore this distinction and sabyaéhe aspect of unity
and not of contradiction.

Once all this is understood, it is easy to see whatdhegkois die-hards have in mind when they demandtramunism be
"folded up". If it does not mean bourgeois despotisrantthere is no sense to it at all.

X. THE THREE PEOPLE'S PRINCIPLES, OLD AND NEW

The bourgeois die-hards have no understanding whatsogkistorical change; their knowledge is so poot thig practically
nonexistent. They do not know the difference eitfedween communism and the Three People's Principlestaeen the new
Three People's principles and the old.

We Communists recognize "the Three People's Princigéise political basis for the Anti-Japanese Natiomatdd Front", we
acknowledge that "the Three People's Principles behrag China needs today, our Party is ready to fightheir complete
realization" and we admit the basic agreement betlee communist minimum programme and the politieaéts of the
Three People's Principles. But which kind of Threeghas Principles? The Three People's Principles aerpieted by Dr.
Sun Yat-sen in the Manifesto of the First National gress of the Kuomintang, and no other. | wish thehdiet gentlemen
would spare a moment from the work of "restrictinghoaunism", "corroding communism" and "combating comisemi, in
which they are so gleefully engaged, to glance tjindhis manifesto. In the manifesto Dr. Sun Yat-sen Skddre is the true
interpretation of the Kuomintang's Three People'sdisles.” Hence these are the only genuine Threel®sdrinciples and all
others are spurious. The only "true interpretationthef Three People's Principles is the one contain#teiManifesto of the
First National Congress of the Kuomintang, and alépthterpretations are false. Presumably this is no Qamshfabrication,
for many Kuomintang members and | myself personaltpesised the adoption of the manifesto.

The manifesto marks off the two epochs in the histbth® Three People's Principles. Before it, they hgéol to the old
category; they were the Three People's Principléiseobld bourgeois-democratic revolution in a seményg| the Three
People's Principles of old democracy, the old ThesgpRe's Principles.

After it, they came within the new category; theschme the Three People's Principles of the new boisrdemocratic
revolution in a semi-colony, the Three People's Bylas of New Democracy, the new Three People's Riiesi These and
these alone are the revolutionary Three People'sipigs of the new period.

The revolutionary Three People's Principles of the period, the new or genuine Three People's Priesj@mbody the Three
Great Policies of alliance with Russia, co-operatidth the Communist Party and assistance to the peasahtgaakers.
Without each and every one of these Three GreatiBslithe Three People's Principles become eitherdaiseomplete in the
new period.

In the first place, the revolutionary, new or geruithree People's Principles must include alliance Ritbsia. As things are
today, it is perfectly clear that unless there is thiicp of alliance with Russia, with the land of soisal, there will inevitably
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be a policy of alliance with imperialism, with thaperialist powers. Is this not exactly what happenezt 49272 Once the
conflict between the socialist Soviet Union and theeérialist powers grows sharper, China will have te tadr stand on one
side or the other. This is an inevitable trend. |o#gible to avoid leaning to either side? No, that idlasion The whole world
will be swept into one or the other of these two fspand "neutrality” will then be merely a deceptigan. Especially is this
true of China which, fighting an imperialist powbat has penetrated deep into her territory, canmudeive of ultimate victory
without the assistance of the Soviet Union. If allemdth Russia is sacrificed for the sake of alliancéawitperialism, the
word "revolutionary" will have to be expunged frahe Three People's Principles, which will then becoeaetionary. In the
last analysis, there can be no "neutral" Three Peopl@iciples; they can only be either revolutionargaunter-revolutionary.
Would it not be more heroic to "fight against atsélom both side§15] as Wang Ching-wei once remarked, and to have the
kind of Three People's Principles that serves this t'fgbnfortunately, even its inventor Wang Chingwienbelf has
abandoned (or "folded up") this kind of Three Pesghinciples, for he has adopted the Three Peopiasites of alliance
with imperialism. If it is argued that there is a diffnce between Eastern and Western imperialism, ahdutlike Wang
Ching-wei who has allied himself with Eastern impésial, one should ally oneself with some of the Westepenmalists to
march eastward and attack, then would not such cofeguguite revolutionary? However, whether you liker not, the
Western imperialists are determined to oppose the S8dwien and communism, and if you ally yourself witlem, they will
ask you to march northward and attack, and youruéiem will come to nothing. All these circumstanceakm it essential for
the revolutionary, new and genuine Three Peopl@iPtes to include alliance with Russia, and undecincumstances
alliance with imperialism against Russia.

In the second place, the revolutionary, new and igerntihree People's Principles must include co-operatith the
Communist Party. Either you co-operate with the Camist Party or you oppose it. Opposition to communisthé policy of
the Japanese imperialists and Wang Ching-wei, atifi$ what you want, very well, they will invite ya@o join their
Anti-Communist Company. But wouldn't that look suspirsly like turning traitor? You may say, "I am nolidaving Japan,
but some other country.” That is just ridiculous. Ndteravhom you follow, the moment you oppose the Camist Party you
become a traitor, because you can no longer resiahJHpyou say, "l am going to oppose the CommunistyRadependently”,
that is arrant nonsense. How can the "heroes" in aag@osemi-colony tackle a counter-revolutionary @flthis magnitude
without depending on the strength of imperialism?tEarlong years, virtually all the imperialist fordaghe world were
enlisted against the Communist Party, but in vain. ldawyou suddenly oppose it "independently"? Somelpenutside the
Border Region, we are told, are now saying "OpposiegCommunist Party is good, but you can never sudoeied This
remark, if it is not simply hearsay, is only half wrofgr what "good" is there in opposing the Communésty? But the other
half is true, you certainly can "never succeed inBgisically, the reason lies not with the Communistsabilt the common
people, who like the Communist Party and do not'ldqgposing" it. If you oppose the Communist Party pirecture when our
national enemy is penetrating deep into our tegrjttire people will be after your hide; they willrtzénly show you no mercy.
This much is certain, whoever wants to oppose the CarshnRarty must be prepared to be ground to dustufare not keen
on being ground to dust, you had certainly bettepdhis opposition. This is our sincere advice to alahti-Communist
"heroes". Thus it is as clear as can be that the Treepl®s Principles of today must include co-operatiith the Communist
Party, or otherwise those Principles will perish. b iguestion of life and death for the Three Peoplireiples. Co-operating
with the Communist Party, they will survive; opposthg Communist Party, they will perish. Can anyone/@tbe contrary?

In the third place, the revolutionary, new and geau hree People's Principles must include the pali@ssisting the peasants
and workers. Rejection of this policy, failure whéleartedly to assist the peasants and workers or failwarty out the behest
in Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Testament to "arouse the masses pétple", amounts to preparing the way for theateféthe
revolution, and one's own defeat into the bargdalirBhas said thdin essencethe national question is a peasant
question'[16] This means that the Chinese revolution is essentialaagnmt revolution and that the resistance to Japan now
going on is essentially peasant resistance. Essentialpdlitics of New Democracy means giving the peasaeis tights. The
new and genuine Three People's Principles are essetitmbrinciples of a peasant revolution. Essentiafigss culture means
raising the cultural level of the peasants. The aajiadiese war is essentially a peasant war. We are riagiliva time when
the "principle of going up into the hill§17] applies; meetings, work, classes, newspaper publicatiernyriting of books,
theatrical performances--everything is done up irhilie, and all essentially for the sake of the peasamd.essentially it is
the peasants who provide everything that sustains $istaece to Japan and keeps us going. By "essentiallyiess

basically, not ignoring the other sections of the peags Stalin himself has explained. As every schookinows, 80 per cent
of China's population are peasants. So the peasarneprdiecomes the basic problem of the Chinese revalatiad the

strength of the peasants is the main strength of theeSairevolution. In the Chinese population the warkank second to the
peasants in number. There are several million industdekers in China and several tens of millions of haradt workers and
agricultural labourers. China cannot live without tverkers in the various industries, because they arertbducers in the
industrial sector of the economy. And the revolutannot succeed without the modern industrial workiags, because it is
the leader of the Chinese revolution and is the neastlutionary class. In these circumstances, the reeolaty, new and
genuine Three People's Principles must include theypof assisting the peasants and workers. Any otherddifichree
People's Principles which lack this policy, do noegdive peasants and workers whole-hearted assistancenot carry out the
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behest to "arouse the masses of the people"; will ogrtpérish.

Thus it is clear that there is no future for any THPeeple's Principles which depart from the Three Grelicies of alliance
with Russia, co-operation with the Communist Party asgistance to the peasants and workers. Every consagefdllmwer of
the Three People's Principles must seriously consideptint.

The Three People's Principles comprising the Threat@relicies --in other words, the revolutionary, reavd genuine Three
People's Principles--are the Three People's Prinaileew Democracy, a development of the old Threaples Principles, a
great contribution of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's and a prodfithe era in which the Chinese revolution has becpart of the world
socialist revolution. It is only these Three Peopleisdfrles which the Chinese Communist Party regardseisaglwhat China
needs today" and for whose "complete realizatiodédlares itself pledged "to fight". These are the ditlsee People's
Principles which are in basic agreement with the Camist Party's political programme for the stage of demratic revolution
namely, with its minimum programme.

As for the old Three People's Principles, they waweoduct of the old period of the Chinese revolutiRossia was then an
imperialist power, and naturally there could be nbigy of alliance with her; there was then no ComistRarty in existence in
our country, and naturally there could be no potitgo-operation with it; the movement of the waskand peasants had not
yet revealed its full political significance and ased people's attention, and naturally there coulgobeolicy of alliance with
them. Hence the Three Peoples Principles of the ¢ghbefore the reorganization of the Kuomintang ig4 8elonged to the old
category, and they became obsolete. The Kuomintanigl mot have gone forward unless it had developenhtimto the new
Three People's Principles. Dr. Sun Yat-sen in his wissamthis point, secured the help of the Soviet Uaimththe Chinese
Communist Party and reinterpreted the Three Pedpiiisiples so as to endow them with new characteristited to the
times; as a result, a united front was formed betweehree People's Principles and communism, Kuomintamgmunist
cooperation was established for the first time, the sythmpof the people of the whole country was won, thredrevolution of
1924-27 was launched.

The old Three People's Principles were revolutioiratite old period and reflected its historical featuBut if the old stuff is
repeated in the new period after the new Three IBasdprinciples have been established, or allianceRutsia is opposed after
the socialist state has been established, or co-opewtinthe Communist Party is opposed after the Comsturarty has
come into existence, or the policy of assisting thesaieis and workers is opposed after they have awakedetearonstrated
their political strength, then that is reactionarg ahows ignorance of the times. The period of reactfter 1927 was the result
of such ignorance. The old proverb says, "Whosoeveerstehds the signs of the times is a great man." | tepfollowers of
the Three People's Principles today will bear thisind.

Were the Three People's Principles to fall withindltecategory, then they would have nothing basidalcommon with the
communist minimum programme, because they would belothe past and be obsolete. Any sort of Three B@optinciples
that oppose Russia, the Communist Party or the peasahtecakers are definitely reactionary; they not dmiyve absolutely
nothing in common with the communist minimum prognaenbut are the enemy of communism, and there is monam
ground at all. This, too, the followers of the ThReople's Principles should carefully consider.

In any case, people with a conscience will never f@rshe new Three People's Principles until the tagippbsing imperialism
and feudalism is basically accomplished. The only oresdo are people like Wang Ching-wei. No matter lemargetically
they push their spurious Three People's Principles wopplose Russia, the Communist Party and the peasanisiets,
there will surely be no lack of people with a consceand sense of justice who will continue to suppent ¥at-sen's genuine
Three People's Principles. Many followers of the geadihree People's Principles continued the strugglénéChinese
revolution even after the reaction of 1927, andrthembers will undoubtedly swell to tens upon tenthofisands now that the
national enemy has penetrated deep into our territde Communists will always persevere in long-ternoperation with all
the true followers of the Three People's Principlek arhile rejecting the traitors and the sworn enerafeommunism, will
never forsake any of our friends.

Xl. THE CULTURE OF NEW DEMOCRACY

In the foregoing we have explained the historicarabteristics of Chinese politics in the new period thiedquestion of the
new-democratic republic. We can now proceed tajthestion of culture.

A given culture is the ideological reflection of tpelitics and economics of a given society. There Shima an imperialist
culture which is a reflection of imperialist rule, martial rule, in the political and economic fieldsis culture is fostered not
only by the cultural organizations run directly by imperialists in China but by a number of Chinese tdwve lost all sense of
shame. Into this category falls all culture embodyirgjave ideology. China also has a semi-feudal culthieh reflects her
semi-feudal politics and economy, and whose exponealisde all those who advocate the worship of Confjdive study of
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the Confucian canon, the old ethical code and lthédeas in opposition to the new culture and newasdémperialist culture
and semi-feudal culture are devoted brothers and foaneed a reactionary cultural alliance against @lsimew culture. This
kind of reactionary culture serves the imperialists tuedfeudal class and must be swept away. Unless it is swey, no new
culture of any kind can be built up. There is nostarction without destruction, no flowing without damimg and no motion
without rest; the two are locked in a life-and-desttinggle.

As for the new culture, it is the ideological refiectof the new politics and the new economy whicteifs out to serve.

As we have already stated in Section 3, Chinese sdustgradually changed in character since the emsegdra capitalist
economy in China; it is no longer an entirely feua a semi-feudal society, although the feudal esonstill predominates.
Compared with the feudal economy, this capitalisneoay is a new one. The political forces of the boaigje, the petty
bourgeoisie and the proletariat are the new polifar@es which have emerged and grown simultaneouttythis new
capitalist economy. And the new culture reflects thesg economic and political forces in the field @édlogy and serves
them. Without the capitalist economy, without theifgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie and the proletaaiad, without the
political forces of these classes, the new ideologyewr culture could not have emerged.

These new political, economic and cultural forcesadiresvolutionary forces which are opposed to tlepalitics, the old
economy and the old culture. The old is composedofgarts, one being China's own semi-feudal politicsnemy and
culture, and the other the politics, economy antlicailof imperialism, with the latter heading theaalte. Both are bad and
should be completely destroyed. The struggle betwsenaw and the old in Chinese society is a struggiedset the new
forces of the people (the various revolutionary classed)the old forces of imperialism and the feudad<l# is a struggle
between revolution and counter-revolution. This gtednas lasted a full hundred years if dated fromCpeim War, and
nearly thirty years if dated from the Revolution1&f11.

But as already indicated, revolutions too can be dladsnto old and new, and what is new in one histdrperiod becomes
old in another. The century of China's bourgeois-dgat revolution can be divided into two main swgefirst stage of
eighty years and a second of twenty years. Each hlaasis historical characteristics: China's bourgeois-deatiogevolution
in the first eighty years belongs to the old categatyile in the last twenty years, owing to the chaimgghe international and
domestic political situation, it belongs to the nevwegary. Old democracy is the characteristic of the Bighty years. New
Democracy is the characteristic of the last twentys Tistinction holds good in culture as well as in pedit

How does it manifest itself in the field of culture’®\8hall explain this next.

XIl. THE HISTORICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CHINA'S CULT URAL REVOLUTION

On the cultural or ideological front, the two p@$opreceding and following the May 4th Movement fawo distinct historical
periods.

Before the May 4th Movement, the struggle on Chioaliral front was one between the new culture eftiburgeoisie and the
old culture of the feudal class. The struggles betvileemodern school system and the imperial examinatistem18]
between the new learning and the old learning,etdleen Western learning and Chinese learning, Weoétais nature. The
so-called modern schools or new learning or Westernilegof that time concentrated mainly (we say mgibhkecause in part
pernicious vestiges of Chinese feudalism still remainedhe natural sciences and bourgeois social andgablitieories,

which were needed by the representatives of the boigig. At the time, the ideology of the new leagnifayed a
revolutionary role in fighting the Chinese feudaatbgy, and it served the bourgeois-democratic reédawiwf the old period.
However, because the Chinese bourgeoisie lacked strandtthe world had already entered the era of iiralgm, this
bourgeois ideology was only able to last out a fewdsuand was beaten back by the reactionary alliahite @nslaving
ideology of foreign imperialism and the "back to Hreients" ideology of Chinese feudalism; as soon asgationary
ideological alliance started a minor counter-offeasthe so-called new learning lowered its bannersflealits drums and beat
a retreat, retaining its outer form but losing its s@tle old bourgeois-democratic culture became eteshend decayed in the
era of imperialism, and its failure was inevitable.

But since the May 4th Movement things have been wdiffe A brand-new cultural force came into bein@imna, that is, the
communist culture and ideology guided by the Chif@@@amunists, or the communist world outlook and thedrgocial
revolution. The May 4th Movement occurred in 1948 in 1921 came the founding of the Chinese Comsh®arty and the
real beginning of China's labour movement--all ia Wake of the First World War and the October Retmfyi.e., at a time
when the national problem and the colonial revohery movements of the world underwent a changetl@donnection
between the Chinese revolution and the world reimiubecame quite obvious. The new political forcéhef proletariat and the
Communist Party entered the Chinese political arend,as a result, the new cultural force, in new unifand with new
weapons, mustering all possible allies and deployingitks in battle array, launched heroic attacks oremmafst culture and
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feudal culture. This new force has made great stritései domain of the social sciences and of the artéedieals, whether of
philosophy, economics, political science, military acie history, literature or art (including the threathe cinema, music,
sculpture and painting). For the last twenty yeargreter this new cultural force has directed its aftagieat revolution has
taken place both in ideological content and in f¢fon example, in the written language). Its inflaerhas been so great and its
impact so powerful that it is invincible wherevegdtes. The numbers it has rallied behind it have nalledm Chinese history.
Lu Hsun was the greatest and the most courageous stevetaet of this new cultural force. The chief comderof China's
cultural revolution, he was not only a great maiketiers but a great thinker and revolutionary. Lu iHa@as a man of
unyielding integrity, free from all sycophancy orselgquiousness; this quality is invaluable among coloniglisgmi-colonial
peoples. Representing the great majority of the natin Hsun breached and stormed the enemy citad¢heoaultural front he
was the bravest and most correct, the firmest, the loygstand the most ardent national hero, a heroowitiparallel in our
history. The road he took was the very road of Chinaiv national culture.

Prior to the May 4th Movement, China's new cultues\a culture of the old-democratic kind and pathefcapitalist cultural
revolution of the world bourgeoisie. Since the May Mlovement, it has become new-democratic and fdhiecsocialist
cultural revolution of the world proletariat.

Prior to the May 4th Movement, China's new cultunalvement, her cultural revolution, was led by thargeoisie, which still
had a leading role to play. After the May 4th Mo its culture and ideology became even more baktnan its politics
and were incapable of playing any leading rolenast, they could serve to a certain extent as ardaliyng revolutionary
periods, while inevitably the responsibility for leadithe alliance rested on proletarian culture ardlmhy. This is an
undeniable fact.

The new-demaocratic culture is the anti-imperialisi anti-feudal culture of the broad masses; todaytitdsulture of the
anti-Japanese united front. This culture can be byl lmy the culture and ideology of the proletartat,the ideology of
communism, and not by the culture and ideology gf@her class. In a word, new-democratic culture ésptoletarian-led,
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal culture of the doaasses.

Xlll. THE FOUR PERIODS

A cultural revolution is the ideological reflectiofi the political and economic revolution and isheit service. In China there
is a united front in the cultural as in the politicavolution.

The history of the united front in the cultural réut@mon during the last twenty years can be dividdd fiour periods. The first
covers the two years from 1919 to 1921, the seconsdithgears from 1921 to 1927, the third the ten y&ara 1927 to 1937,
and the fourth the three years from 1937 to the ptese

The first period extended from the May 4th Movem&nt919 to the founding of the Chinese CommunistyHari921. The
May 4th Movement was its chief landmark.

The May 4th Movement was an anti-imperialist as weka anti-feudal movement. Its outstanding historigadiicance is to
be seen in a feature which was absent from the Rémolaf 1911, namely, its thorough and uncompromisipgosition to
imperialism as well as to feudalism. The May 4th Movetqmssessed this quality because capitalism had devedogieg
further in China and because new hopes had arisé¢hddiberation of the Chinese nation as China's reéiaviary intellectuals
saw the collapse of three great imperialist powers, Ru&grmany and Austria-Hungary, and the weakeningofthers,
Britain and France, while the Russian proletariat éstdblished a socialist state and the German, Hungaratalian
proletariat had risen in revolution. The May 4th Mment came into being at the call of the world hetion, of the Russian
Revolution and of Lenin. It was part of the worlaletarian revolution of the time. Although the Coommist Party had not yet
come into existence, there were already large nwsriféntellectuals who approved of the Russian Revatuind had the
rudiments of Communist ideology. In the beginning ey 4th Movement was the revolutionary movemerd ahited front
of threesections of people--communist intellectuals, revolwgigrpetty-bourgeois intellectuals and bourgeois iattllals (the
last forming the right wing of the movement). Its ghoming was that it was confined to the intellectwald that the workers
and peasants did not join in. But as soon as it devéliope the June 3rd Movemeft9] not only the intellectuals but the mass
of the proletariat, the petty bourgeoisie and thergeoisie joined in, and it became a nation-wid@lgionary movement. The
cultural revolution ushered in by the May 4th Moverrwas uncompromising in its opposition to feudal aeltthere had
never been such a great and thoroughgoing cultewalution since the dawn of Chinese history. Raisiong #he two great
banners of the day, "Down with the old ethics andvith the new!" and "Down with the old literaturechnp with the new!",
the cultural revolution had great achievementssariedit. At that time it was not yet possible for thittural movement to
become widely diffused among the workers and peasEmésslogan of “Literature for the common people" adganced, but
in fact the "common people" then could only refethe petty-bourgeois and bourgeois intellectualbéncities, that is, the
urban intelligentsia. Both in ideology and in thetteaof cadres, the May 4th Movement paved the waytfe founding of the
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Chinese Communist Party in 1921 and for the May 80tkhement in 1925 and the Northern Expedition. Thareois
intellectuals, who constituted the right wing of tlay 4th Movement, mostly compromised with the enemhe second
period and went over to the side of reaction.

In the second period, whose landmarks were the fografithe Chinese Communist Party, the May 30th Movdraad the
Northern Expedition, the united front of the thod@sses formed in the May 4th Movement was continuddeapanded, the
peasantry was drawn into it and a political unitexhfrof all these classes, the first instance of Kuomgrtaommunist
co-operation, was established. Dr. Sun Yat-sen wasaa mi@n not only because he led the great Revolofid®11 (although
it was only a democratic revolution of the old pdjidbut also because, "adapting himself to the treftleeonvorld and meeting
the needs of the masses", he had the capacity tofbringrd the revolutionary Three Great Policies dihake with Russia,
co-operation with the Communist Party and assistantieetpeasants and workers, give new meaning to treeTPeople's
Principles and thus institute the new Three Peopl@isiples with their Three Great Policies. Previoutihg Three People's
Principles had exerted little influence on the ediooal and academic world or with the youth, becabsg had not raised the
issues of opposition to imperialism or to the feudalaagistem and feudal culture and ideology. They wegeld Three
People's Principles which people regarded as thegangng banner of a group of men bent on seizing pawether words,
on securing official positions, a banner used puralyp@itical maneuvering. Then came the new Threepkes Principles with
their Three Great Policies. The co-operation betwkeerKuomintang and the Communist Party and the gffiorts of the
revolutionary members of the two parties spread theTieee People's Principles all over China, extentbrg section of the
educational and academic world and the mass of stydetti. This was entirely due to the fact that thigioal Three People's
Principles had developed into the anti-imperialisti-feudal and new-democratic Three People's Presiwith their Three
Great Policies. Without this development it would ééveen impossible to disseminate the ideas of the Heepgle's
Principles.

During this period, the revolutionary Three Peofelaciples became the political basis of the unitedtfpf the Kuomintang
and the Communist Party and of all the revolutiordagses, and since "communism is the good friend oftinee People's
Principles", a united front was formed between the dfvthem. In terms of social classes, it was a uniteat fof the proletariat,
the peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie and thigboisie. Using the Communiteekly Guidethe Kuomintang's
Republican Daily Newsf Shanghai and other newspapers in various locaditigdheir bases of operations, the two parties
jointly advocated anti-imperialism, jointly combatfedidal education based upon the worship of Confuamgisupon the study
of the Confucian canon and jointly opposed feudatditure and the classical language and promotektiditerature and the
vernacular style of writing with an anti-imperialestd anti-feudal content. During the wars in Kwangtand during the
Northern Expedition, they reformed China's armeddsrby the inculcation of anti-imperialist and aetiidal ideas. The
slogans, "Down with the Corrupt officials" and "Dowiitmthe local tyrants and evil gentry”, were raisatbag the peasant
millions, and great peasant revolutionary strugglegwaeoused. Thanks to all this and to the assistance &dhiet Union, the
Northern Expedition was victorious. But no soonerttiiel big bourgeoisie climb to power than it put ad emnthis revolution,
thus creating an entirely new political situation

The third period was the new revolutionary period ®27-37. As a change had taken place within theluéenary camp
towards the end of the second period, with the bigdenisie going over to the counter-revolutionampaf the imperialist
and feudal forces and the national bourgeoisie tigadifter it, only three of the four classes formerithim the revolutionary
camp remained,e., the proletariat, the peasantry and the other sectibthe petty bourgeoisie (including the revoludign
intellectuals), and consequently the Chinese revaidtievitably entered a new period in which the @sigCommunist Party
alone gave leadership to the masses. This period wasf enanter-revolutionary campaigns of "encirclemamd suppression”,
on the one hand, and of the deepening of the réaalwon the other. There were two kinds of coumgaelutionary campaigns
of "encirclement and suppression”, the military areldhltural. The deepening of the revolution wasaaf kinds; both the
agrarian and the cultural revolutions were deepefiethe instigation of the imperialists, the countevealutionary forces of the
whole country and of the whole world were mobiliZedboth kinds of campaigns of "encirclement and seggion", which
lasted no less than ten years and were unparalletediirruthlessness; hundreds of thousands of Communisigand
students were slaughtered and millions of workers andgmds suffered cruel persecution. The people respoifcita# this
apparently had no doubt that communism and the CorishBarty could be "exterminated once and for alwever, the
outcome was different; both kinds of "encirclemerd anppression” campaigns failed miserably. The militarppaign
resulted in the northern march of the Red Army gistehe Japanese, and the cultural campaign resoltbd butbreak of the
December 8th Movement of the revolutionary youth935. And the common result of both was the awakgairthe people

of the whole country. These were three positive reslile most amazing thing of all was that the Kuomigitacultural
"encirclement and suppression" campaign failed coralyié the Kuomintang areas as well, although the Qamist Party
was in an utterly defenceless position in all the caltand educational institutions there. Why did ttapen? Does it not give
food for prolonged and deep thought? It was in @y wnidst of such campaigns of "encirclement and sggjoe" that Lu
Hsun, who believed in communism, became the gia@hafia's cultural revolution
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The negative result of the counter-revolutionary paigns of "encirclement and suppression” was the invadioor country
by Japanese imperialism. This is the chief reason wthigosery day the people of the whole country biillerly detest those
ten years of anti-communism.

In the struggles of this period, the revolutionary dicaly upheld the people's anti-imperialist and datidal New Democracy
and their new Three People's Principles, while thentar-revolutionary side under the direction of imigésm, imposed the
despotic regime of the coalition of the landlordssland the big bourgeoisie. That despotic regime bugdHar. Sun Yat-sen's
Three Great Policies and his new Three People's plsdboth politically and culturally, with catastraplbonsequences to the
Chinese nation.

The fourth period is that of the present anti-Japan@sePursuing its zigzag course, the Chinese revaolliés again arrived at
a united front of the four classes; but the scopeafitlited front is now much broader because its uppeaustrancludes many
members of the ruling classes, its middle stratum ingltigde national bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeaisi@ jts lower
stratum includes the entire proletariat, so that treus classes and strata of the nation have becomeeareoflihe alliance
resolutely resisting Japanese imperialism. The first sifitjgs period lasted until the fall of Wuhan. Dugithat stage, there
was a lively atmosphere in the country in every figtitically there was a trend towards democracy @nturally there was
fairly widespread activity. With the fall of Wuhahet second stage began, during which the politicahtitn has undergone
many changes, with one section of the big bourgeo#gigulating to the enemy and another desiring ay ead to the War of
Resistance. In the cultural sphere, this situation has teflected in the reactionary activities of Yehir@h[20] Chang
Chun-mai and others, and in the suppression of freedd@mpeech and of the press.

To overcome this crisis, a firm struggle is necessannagall ideas opposed to resistance, unity and progredsirdess these
reactionary ideas are crushed, there will be no lodpectory. How will this struggle turn out? This isetlbig question in the
minds of the people of the whole country. Judgingig/domestic and international situation, the Chipesgple are bound to
win, however numerous the obstacles on the path ataesie. The progress achieved during the twenty years gie May 4th
Movement exceeds not only that of the precedingteigiars but virtually surpasses that achieved in theshinds of years of
Chinese history. Can we not visualize what furthegpss China will make in another twenty years? Theidigld violence of
all the forces of darkness, whether domestic or fordiga brought disaster to our nation; but this verienice indicates that
while the forces of darkness still have some strengththefy are already in their death throes, andttirepeople are gradually
approaching victory. This is true of China, of theolehEast and of the entire world.

XIV. SOME WRONG IDEAS ABOUT THE NATURE OF CULTURE

Everything new comes from the forge of hard andbgtruggle. This is also true of the new culture wihiah followed a
zigzag course in the past twenty years, during whiath the good and the bad were tested and provediiggée.

The bourgeois die-hards are as hopelessly wrong orutrsgign of culture as on that of political power. {¥neither understand
the historical characteristics of this new period inn@hnor recognize the new-democratic culture efrttasses. Their starting
point is bourgeois despotism, which in culture becomesutltural despotism of the bourgeoisie. It seemsatkattion (and |
refer only to a section) of educated people fromsthealled European-American sch@l] who in fact supported the
Kuomintang government's "Communist suppression” campaighe cultural front in the past are now supportisigolicy of
"restricting" and "corroding" the Communist Party eyhdo not want the workers and the peasants to hotlkdaipheads
politically or culturally. This bourgeois die-hardaag of cultural despotism leads nowhere; as in the dgsaitical despotism,
the domestic and international pre-conditions arkitgc Therefore this cultural despotism, too, haddrdit "folded up".

So far as the orientation of our national culturedscerned, communist ideology plays the guiding rae, we should work
hard both to disseminate socialism and communism thouidhe working class and to educate the peasantrgthed
sections of the people in socialism properly and stegtdyy. However, our hational culture as a whole isyabsocialist.

Because of the leadership of the proletariat, thitigmithe economy and the culture of New Demockdtgontain an element
of socialism, and by no means a mere casual elemenhbwith a decisive role. However, taken as a whbéepolitical,
economic and cultural situation so far is new-demaceatd not socialist. For the Chinese revolutionsrpitesent stage is not
yet a socialist revolution for the overthrow of capgm but a bourgeois-democratic revolution, its @naisk being mainly that
of combating foreign imperialism and domestic feustaliln the sphere of national culture, it is wrong¢eume that the
existing national culture is, or should be, socialistdrentirety. That would amount to confusing the dissation of
communist ideology with the carrying out of an imnagel programme of action, and to confusing the appin of the
communist standpoint and method in investigating gmois] undertaking research, handling work and traicimyes with the
general policy for national education and natiandiure in the democratic stage of the Chinese reéwiuA national culture
with a socialist content will necessarily be the reftatof a socialist politics and a socialist economyeréhare socialist
elements in our politics and our economy, and hemesetsocialist elements are reflected in our natiarlre; but taking our
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society as a whole, we do not have a socialist politicsa socialist economy yet, so that there cannotdety socialist
national culture. Since the present Chinese revaiusigpart of the world proletarian-socialist revolutithe new culture of
China today is part of the world proletarian-sociatistv culture and is its great ally. While this pamteins vital elements of
socialist culture, the national culture as a wholagdhe stream of the world proletarian-socialist neltuog not entirely as a
socialist culture, but as the anti-imperialist and-feudal new-democratic culture of the broad massed.séce the Chinese
revolution today cannot do without proletarian lesthip, China's new culture cannot do without theéeship of proletarian
culture and ideology, of communist ideology. At iresent stage, however, this kind of leadership meadgigthe masses of
the people in an anti-imperialist and anti-feudditipal and cultural revolution, and therefore, ¢éakas a whole, the content of
China's new national culture is still not socialist betv-democratic.

Beyond all doubt, now is the time to spread commudésis more widely and put more energy into the stidy
Marxism-Leninism, or otherwise we shall not only behlado lead the Chinese revolution forward to there stage of
socialism, but shall also be unable to guide the presambcratic revolution to victory. However, we mkesep the spreading
of communist ideas and propaganda about the Comnaatist! system distinct from the practical applicatibthe
new-democratic programme of action; we must also Keegommunist theory and method of investigatindplens,
undertaking research, handling work and trainingesdistinct from the new democratic line for natiandture as a whole. It
is undoubtedly inappropriate to mix the two up.

It can thus be seen that the content of China's néan@culture at the present stage is neither then@lldespotism of the
bourgeoisie nor the socialism of the proletariat,thatanti-imperialist and anti-feudal New Democratihe masses, under the
leadership of proletarian-socialist culture and idgglo

XV. A NATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND MASS CULTURE

New-democratic culture is national. It opposes impistiappression and upholds the dignity and indeperelefthe Chinese
nation. It belongs to our own nation and bears our pational characteristics. It links up with the sdstednd new-democratic
cultures of all other nations and they are relateslich a way that they can absorb something from etheln and help each
other to develop, together forming a new world widf but as a revolutionary national culture it oaner link up with any
reactionary imperialist culture of whatever nati®n.nourish her own culture China needs to assimilgoa deal of foreign
progressive culture, not enough of which was donhemiast. We should assimilate whatever is useful to &g toat only from
the present-day socialist and new-demaocratic culturealbo from the earlier cultures of other nationsgiample, from the
culture of the various capitalist countries in the Af&nlightenment. However, we should not gulp ahth@s foreign material
down uncritically, but must treat it as we do ourdefirst chewing it, then submitting it to the workif the stomach and
intestines with their juices and secretions, and separitinto nutriment to be absorbed and waste m#itbe
discarded--before it can nourish us. To advocate "egadé westernizatiorj22] is wrong. China has suffered a great deal from
the mechanical absorption of foreign material. Sany, in applying Marxism to China, Chinese communistsst fully and
properly integrate the universal truth of Marxismhwtite concrete practice of the Chinese revolutioim other words, the
universal truth of Marxism must be combined with speciftional characteristics and acquire a definiteonal form if it is to
be useful, and in no circumstances can it be appliegstively as a mere formula. Marxists who make affetif formulas are
simply playing the fool with Marxism and the Chinesealution, and there is no room for them in the saokthe Chinese
revolution. Chinese culture should have its own fatsnpwn national form. National in form and new-demradic in
content--such is our new culture today.

New-democratic culture is scientific. Opposed as ib ialk feudal and superstitious ideas, it stands for sgekiith from facts,
for objective truth and for the unity of theory gmctice. On this point, the possibility exists of &eohfront against
imperialism, feudalism and superstition between thensifiethought of the Chinese proletariat and thobi€se bourgeois
materialists and natural scientists who are progressiNeénimo case is there a possibility of a united freith any reactionary
idealism. In the field of political action Communistgty form an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal unifezht with some
idealists and even religious people, but we can regwarrove of their idealism or religious doctrines. Aesidid old culture was
created during the long period of Chinese feudaletpciro study the development of this old culturagiect its feudal dross
and assimilate its democratic essence is a necessaryiaoriditdeveloping our new national culture andré@asing our
national self-confidence, but we should never swalloything and everything uncritically. It s imperatito separate the fine
old culture of the people which had a more or lessaigatic and revolutionary character from all teeatlence of the old
feudal ruling class. China's present new politics andemnomy have developed out of her old politics @ilddeconomy, and
her present new culture, too, has developed outradldeculture; therefore, we must respect our owrohysand must not lop it
off. However, respect for history means giving it itsger place as a science, respecting its dialectic@lolement, and not
eulogizing the past at the expense of the presemtagsimpg every drop of feudal poison. As far as the maasgshe young
students are concerned, the essential thing is to thede to look forward and not backward.
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New-democratic culture belongs to the broad massesdhdrefore democratic. It should serve the toilirasaes of workers
and peasants who make up more than 90 per cent patloa's population d should gradually become teiy own. There is a
difference of degree, as well as a close link, betvirerknowledge imparted to the revolutionary cadresthe knowledge
imparted to the revolutionary masses, between thengaidicultural standards and popularization. Revohary culture is a
powerful revolutionary weapon for the broad massdh@people. It prepares the ground ideologicallpteethe revolution
comes and is an important, indeed essential, fightorg fn the general revolutionary front during tlegolution. People
engaged in revolutionary cultural work are the camders at various levels on this cultural front. "Withievolutionary theory
there can be no revolutionary movemef23] one can thus see how important the cultural moveisdat the practical
revolutionary movement. Both the cultural and prattmovements must be of the masses. Therefore aligusige cultural
workers in the anti-Japanese war must have their oltuaral battalions, that is, the broad masses. A reiolaty cultural
worker who is not close to the people is a command&owt an army, whose fire-power cannot bring therney down. To
attain this objective, written Chinese must be refatnggéven the requisite conditions, and our spokendagg brought closer
to that of the people, for the people, it must bessted, are the inexhaustible source of our revolutiandture.

A national, scientific and mass culture--such is theiamerialist and anti-feudal culture of the peoples culture of New
Democracy, the new culture of the Chinese nation.

Combine the politics, the economy and the culturd@i Democracy, and you have the new-democratighiep the Republic
of China both in name and in reality, the new Chimewant to create.

Behold, New China is within sight. Let us all hail her
Her masts have already risen above the horizon. L&t akeerin welcomel!

Raise both your hands. New China is ours!

NOTES

1. Chinese Culturavas a magazine founded in January 1940 in Yenargrésent article appeared in the first number.

2. See V. I. Lenin, "Once Again on the Trade Unidhs,Present Situation and the Mistakes of TrotskyBarkharin", Selected
Works,Eng. ed., International Publishers, New York, 1948l \X, p. S4 ,,

3. Karl Marx, "Preface to L£ontribution to the Critique of Political Economy'glScted Works of Marx and Engdisg. ed.,
FLPH, Moscow, 1958, Vol. I, p. 363

4. Karl Marx, "Theses on FeuerbacBglected Works of Marx and Engdisg. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1958, Vol. Il, p. 405.

5. J. V. Stalin, "The October Revolution and theidiaal Question"Works,Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1953, Vol. IV, pp.
169-70.

6. J. V. Stalin, "The National Question Once Agaiwgrks,Eng. ed., FLPH Moscow, 1954, Vol. VII, pp. 225- 27.

7. V. |. Lenin, "Imperialism, the Highest Stage ofpialism", Selected Work&ng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1950, Vol. |, Part 2, p.
566.

8. These anti-Soviet campaigns were instigated biKtlmenintang government following Chiang Kai-shek'sragal of the
revolution. On December 13, 1927, the Kuomintangdared the Soviet vice-consul in Canton and on the day its
government in Nanking issued a decree breaking tfioms with Russia, withdrawing official recognitifnom Soviet consuls
in the provinces and ordering Soviet commercial distalnents to cease activity. In August 1929 Chiangsfesk, under the
instigation of the imperialists, organized acts of pation in the Northeast against the Soviet Unioricwhesulted in armed
clashes.

9. After World War | the British imperialists instigdt¢heir vassal Greece to commit aggression against y,uské the Turkish
people, with the help of the Soviet Union, defeatexlGreek troops in 1922. In 1923, Kemal was eleBtedident of Turkey.
Stalin said:

A Kemalist revolution is a revolution of the top strat, a revolution of the national merchant bourgegiaiising in a struggle
against the foreign imperialists, and whose subsequeatagenent is essentially directed against the peasadtaarkers,
against the very possibility of an agrarian revolutigimalk with Students of the Sun Yat-sen Universityorks,Eng. ed.,
FLPH Moscow, 1954, Vol. IX, p. 261.)
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10. The "metaphysics-mongers" were Chang Chun-mahsngltoup. After the May 4th movement, Chang opeplyosed
science and advocated metaphysics, or what he calp@dttal culture”, and thus came to be known as a
"metaphysics-monger". In order support Chiang Kai-shek and the Japanese aggressqnsblished an "Open Letter to Mr.
Mao Tse-tung" in December 1938 at Chiang Kai-shekidibg, wildly demanding the abolition of the EigiRloute Army, the
New Fourth Army and the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Bordegidte

11. See the manifesto of the Central Committee @fthinese Communist Party on the establishment of
Kuomintang-Communist co-operation, issued in Septerh®ar.

12. See Dr. Sun Yat-selbectures on the Principle of People's Livelihod824, Lecture 1.

13.Vitalismwas an exposition of Kuomintang fascism, a hotchpolasiyvritten by a number of reactionary hacks for Chen
Li-fu, one of the notorious chiefs of Chiang Kai-slsedecret service.

14. The "doctrine of distribution according to labbwas a high-sounding slogan shamelessly put forwarddnyHsi-shan,
warlord and representative of the big landlords dagacbmpradors in Shansi Province.

15. "Fight Against Attacks from Both Sides" was thietitf an article written by Wang Ching-wei aftes lhietrayal of the
revolution in 1927.

16. J V. Stalin, "Concerning the National Questioryugoslavia”, a speech delivered in the Yugoslav Cassion of the
E.C.C.l1,, March 30, 1925. Stalin said

... the peasantry constitutes the main army of thematmovement, . . . there is no powerful natianavement without the
peasant army, nor can there be. That is what is méaan it is said thatpn essencethe national question is a peasant question.
(Works Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1954, Vol. VII, pp. 71972

17. The "principle of going up into the hills" waslagmatist gibe against Comrade Mao Tse-tung for hishesig on rural
revolutionary bases. He makes use of the expressiomplairxhe importance of the role played by the Irtggolutionary
bases.

18. The modern school system was the educational systelalled on that of capitalist countries in Europe Antkrica. The

imperial examination system was the old examinatioreaysh feudal China. Towards the end of th@l@ntury, enlightened
Chinese intellectuals urged the abolition of theadthpetitive examination system and the establishmemioolern schools.

19. The June 3rd Movement marked a new stage ipatrmtic movement of May 4. On June 3, 1919, stiglanPeking held
public meetings and made speeches in defiance of péiseand repression by the army and police. Theyt warstrike and
the strike spread to the workers and merchants in 8agrganking, Tientsin, Hangchow, Wuhan and Kiukiang in the
provinces of Shantung and Anhwei. Thus the May 4tivénaent grew into a broad mass movement in which ithietariat, the
urban petty bourgeoisie and the national bourgealkgarticipated.

20. Yeh Ching was a renegade Communist who becarimedattack in the Kuomintang secret service.
21. The spokesman of the so-called European-Ameridayobwas the counterrevolutionary Hu Shih.

22. Wholesale westernization was the view held byrabar of westernized Chinese bourgeois intellectuals who
unconditionally praised the outmoded individualistitgeois culture of the West and advocated the semitation of
capitalist Europe and America.

23. V. I. Lenin, "What Is to Be Done™Cpllected Works:ng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1961, Vol. V, p. 369.
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