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a type of religious morality; people want io do as well as possible
in this world without giving up their chances in the next,

Some physical delights cannot be indulged without crime; from
these they abstain strictly, There are others allowed by religion and
morality; the heart, imagination, and life itself are given up to these
without reserve, until, snatching at these, men lose sight of those
more precious geods which constitute the greatness and the glory
of mankind. .

1 do not reproach equality for leading men astray with forbidden
delights, but I do complain that it absorbs them in the quest of those
permitted completely, . o

By such means a kind of decent materialism may come to he
established on earth, which will not corrupt souls but soften and
imperceptibly loosen the springs of action.

Chapter 12

WHY SOME AMERICANS DISPLAY
ENTHUSIASTIC FORMS OF SPIRITUALITY

ALTHOUGH THE DESIRE To acquire the good things of this werld is the
dominant passion among Americans, there are momentary respites
when their souls seem suddenly to break the restraining bonds of
matter and rush impetuously heavenward.

In every state of the Union, but especially in the half-peopled
lands of the West, there are preachers hawking the word of God
from place to place,

Whole families, old men, women, and .children, cross difficuit
country and make their way through untamed forests to come great

distances to hear them. When they do arrive and listen to them, .

for several days and several nights they neglect to look after their
affairs and even forget the most pressing needs of the body.
Here and there throughout American saciety you meet men filled
with an enthusiastic, almost fierce spirituality such as cannot be
found in Europe. From time to time strange sects arise which strive

to open extraordinary roads to eternal happiness. Forms of religious
madness are very common there.

We should not be surprised at this.
It was not man who implantéd in himself the taste for the infinite
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and love of what is immortal. These sublime instincts are not the
offspring of some caprice of the will; their foundations are .nﬂ_w&mna
in nature; they exist despite a man’s efforts. Man may hinder and
distort them, but he cannot destroy them. .

The soul has needs which must be satisfied. Whatever pains are
taken to distract it from itself, it soon prows bored, restluss, and
anxious amid the pleasures of the senses. : ]

If ever the thoughts of the great majority of Ewn_:_.a came to be
concentrated solely on the search for Em.ﬂn_.m&._u”ammEmP one can
anticipate that there would be a colossal reaction in the m.o_.__w of men.
They would distractedly launch out into_the world of spirits for fear
of being held too tightly bound by the body's mm:nﬂw. o

It is therefore no cause for astonishment that in a society thinking
about nothing but the world a few individuals should want to _m.or at
nothing but heaven. I should be surprised if, among 2 people uniquely
preoccupied with prosperity, mysticism did not soon make 'progress.

It is said that the emperors’ persecutions and the massacres 1n the
amphitheaters peopled the deserts of the Thebaid; 1 m.ros_m rather
hold Roman luxury and Greek Epicureanism responsible.

1f their social condition, circumstances, and laws did not so .n_oun:‘
confine the American mind to the search for physical comiort, it may
well be that when they came to consider immaterial things they
would show more experience and reserve and be: able to keep ﬂ.ﬂo&_-
selves in check without difficulty. But they feel imprisoned within
fimits from which they are apparently not allowed to escape. Once
they have broken through these limits, their minds .nE not know ir..ﬂm
to settle down, and they often rush without stopping far beyond the
bounds of commen sense.

Chapter 13

WHY THE AMERICANS ARE OFTEN
SO RESTLESS IN THE MIDST
OF THLIR PROSPERITY

In crrTAIN REMOTE corners of the Old World you may sermetimes
stumble upon little places which seem to have been mo._._wo:nu AMONE
the general tumult and which ‘have stayed still while all around
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them moves, The inhabitants are mostly very ignorant and very poor;
they take no part in affairs of government, and often governments
oppress them. But yet they seem serene and often have a jovial
disposition,

In America I have seen the freest and best educated of men in
circumstances the happiest to be found in the world; yet it seemed
to me that a cloud habitually hung on their brow, and they seemed
serious and almost sad even in their pleasures.

The chief reason for this is that the former do not give a moment's
thought to the ills they endure, whereas the latter never stop thinking
.of the good things they have not got.

It is odd to watch with what feverish ardor the Americans pursue
prosperity and how they are ever tormented by the shadowy suspi-
cion that they may not have chosen the shortest route to get it.

Americans cleave to the things of this world as if assured that they
will never die, and yet are in such a rush to snatch any that come
within their reach, as if expecting to stop living before they have
relished them. They clutch everything but hold nothing fast, and so
lose grip as they hurry after some new delight.

An American will build a house in which to pass his old age and
sell it before the roof is on; he will plant a garden and rent it just as
the trees are coming into bearing; he will clear a field and leave
others to reap the harvest; he will take up a profession and leave it,
settle in one place and soon go off elsewhere with his changing
desires. If his private business allows him a moment’s relaxation, he
will plunge at once into the whirlpool of politics. Then, if at the
end of a year crammed with work he has a little spare leisure, his
restless curiosity goes with him traveling up and down the vast
territories of the United States. Thus he will travel five hundred
miles in a few days as a distraction from his happiness.

Death steps in in the end and stops him before he has grown tired

of this futile pursuit of that complete felicity which always escapes
him.
" At first sight there is something astonishing in this spectacle of so
many lucky men restless in the midst of abundance, But it is a
spectacle as old as the world; all that is new is to see a whole people
performing in it

The taste for physical pleasures must be regarded as the first cause
of this secret restlessness betrayed by the actions of the Americans,
and of the inconstancy of which they give daily examples.

A man who has set his heart on nothing but the good things of
this world is always in a hurry, for he has only a limited time in

_which to find them, get them, and enjoy them. Remembrance of the
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shortness of life continually goads him on. Apart from the m.ocmm he
has, he thinks of a thousand athers which death will prevent him from
tasting if he does not hurry. This thought m__m._. him s..;: distress,
fear, and regret and keeps his mind continually in agitation, so that
he is always changing his plans and his abode. ] .

Add to this taste for prosperity a social state in J._i:nr neither law
nor custom holds anyone in one place, and that is a great further
stimulus to this restlessness of temper. One will then find people
continually changing path for fear of missing the shortest cut lead-
ing to happiness.

It is, however, easy to understand that mzrocmr. those whose pas-
sions are bent on physical pleasures are eager in .nrn:.. desires, they are
also easily discouraged. For as their ultimate object 1s enjoyment, the
means to it must be prompt and easy, for otherwise the trouble of
getting the pleasure would be greater than _z..n. pleasure when won.
Hence the prevailing temper is at the same time ardent and soft,
violent and encrvated, Men are often less afraid of death than of
enduring effort toward one goal. ) :

Equality leads by a still shorter path to the various effects I have
just described. ]

When all prerogatives of birth and fortuné are w.vo__mrmm. J&mﬁ .u:
professions are open to all and a man's own energies may w.z._:m him
to the top of any of them, an ambitious man may think it easy to
launch on a great career and feel that he is np:..& to no comimon
destiny. But that is a delusion which experience mEorE corrects. The
same equality which allows each man to entertamn vast hopes Eu.wnm
each man by himself weak. His power is limited on every side,
though his longings may wander where they will.

Not only are men powerless by themselves, but at every step they
find immense obstacles which they had not at first noticed. .

They have abolished the troublesome privileges of some of z:.w:.
fellows, but they come up against the competition of all. The barrier
has changed shape rather than place. When men are more or less
equal and are following the same path, it is very difficult for any of
them to walk faster and get out beyond the uniform crowd surround-
ing and hemming them in. )

This constant strife between the desires inspired by equality m:.&
the means it supplies to satisfy them harasses and wearies the mind.

Orne can imagine men who have found 2 degree o.m liberty com-
pletely satisfactory to them. In that case they will enjoy their :zm_m-
pendence without anxiety or excitement. But men will never establish

" an equality which will content them.

No matter how a people strives for it, all the conditions of life can
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never be perfectly equal. Even if, by misfortune, such an absolute
dead level were attained, there would still be inequalities of intel-
ligence which, coming directly from God, will ever escape the laws
of man,

No matter, therefore, how democratic the social condition and
political constitution of a people may be, one can be sure that each
and every citizen will be aware of dominating positions near him,
and it is a safe guess that he will always be looking doggedly just in
that direction, When inequality is the general rule in society, the
greatest inequalities attract no attention. When everything is more
or less level, the slightest vasiation is noticed. Hence the more equal
men are, the more insatiable will be their longing for equality.

Among democratic peoples men easily obtain a certain equality,
but they will never get the sort of equality they long for, That is a
quality which ever retreats before them without getting quite out of
sight, and as it retreats it beckons them on to pursue. Every instant
they think they will catch it, and each time it slips through their
fingers. They see it close enough to know its charms, but they do not
get near enough to enjoy it, and they will be dead before they have
fully relished jts delights,

That is the reason for the strange melancholy often haunting in-
habitants of democracies in the midst of abundance, and of that dis-
gust with life sometimes gripping them in calm and easy circum-
stances,

In France we are worned about the increasing rate of suicides; in
America suicide is rare, but I am told that madness is commoner
than anywhere else. .

Those are different symptoms of the same malady.

The Americans do not kill themselves, however distressed they
may be, because their religion forbids them to do so and because
materialist philosophy is practically unknown to them, aithough the
passion for prosperity is general.

Their will resists, but reason frequently gives way.

In democratic times enjoyments are more lively than in times of

aristocracy, and more especially, immeasurably preater numbers taste

them. But, on the other hand, one must admit that hopes and desires
are much more often disappointed, minds are more amxious and on

edpe, and trouble is felt more keenly,
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Chapter 14

HOW IN AMERICA THE TASTE FOR
PHYSICAL PLEASURES IS COMBINED
WITH LOVE OF FREEDOM AND
ATTENTION TO PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WHEN A DEMOCRATIC State turns to absolute Eo:mnnw.é“ the activity
formesly directed toward public and private affairs E.Emam:_w all
concentrated on the latter, The result, for a limited time, is great
material prosperity, but soon the impetus slackens and the growth of
production stops. )

I doubt if one can cite a single example of any people engaged in
both manufacture and trade, from the men of Tyre to the Florentines
and the English, who were not a free people. There must ﬂrnum.moﬁ
be a close link and necessary relationship between these two things,.
that is, freedom and industry. )

That is true in general about all nations, but especially about
democratic ones. o ]

I have already pointed out how men living In ages om. equality
continually need to form associations in order to get the things they
long for, and have also shown how great political mnnnn_mE improves
and spreads the technique of association. Thus freedom in such ages
is particularly favorable to the production of wealth, One can see too
that despotism is particularly hostile thereto. ]

It is in the nature of absolute power in democratic ages not to be
savage or cruel, but meddlesome in detail. Ummﬁommma of that type,
though it does mot trample men under foot, is directly opposed to
the trading spirit and instincts of industry. ]

Men in democratic times always need to be free in order easily to
provide themselves with the physical pleasures for which they ever
hanker, . .

Nevertheless, it sometimes happens that their excessive taste for
these same pleasures hands them over to the first master who offers
himself. Greed for prosperity then turns against itself and uncon-

sciously drives away the very thing it wants.
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Chapter 6

WHAT SORT OF DESPOTISM
DEMOCRATIG NATIONS HAVE TO FEAR

I NOTICED DURING MY STAY in the United States that a democratic
state of society similar to that found there could lay itself peculiarly
open to the establishment of a despotism. And on my retum to
Euwrope I saw how far most of our princes had made use of the
ideas, feelings, and needs engendered by such a state of society to
enlarge the sphere of their power.

I was thus led to think that the nations of Christendom might
perhaps in the end fall victims to the same sort of oppression as

formerly lay heavy on several of the peoples of antiguity. . -

More detailed study of the subject and the new ideas which came
into my mind during five years of meditation have not lessened
my fears but have changed their object.

In past ages there had never been a sovereign so absolute and so
powerful that he could by himself alone, without the aid of secondary
powers, undertake to administer every part of a great empire. No
one had ever tried to subject all his people indiscriminately to the
details of a uniform code, nor personally to prompt and lead every
single one of his subjects. It had never occurred to the mind of
man to embark on such an undertaking, and had it done so, in-
adequate education, imperfect administrative machinery, and above

‘all the natural obstacles raised by unequal conditions would soon

have put a stop to so grandiose a design.

When the power of the Roman emperors was at its height, the

different peoples of the empire still preserved very various customs
and mores. Although they obeyed the same monarch, most provinces
had a separate administration. There were powerful and active
municipalities in profusion, and though the whole government of
the empire was concentrated in the hands of the emperor alone
and he could, if necessary, decide everything, yet the details of social
life and personal everyday existence normally escaped his control.

It is true that the emperors had immense and unchecked power,
so that they could use the whole might of the empire to indulge
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any strange caprice. They often abused this power to .mmﬁﬁ.«d a man
arbitrarily of life or property. The burden of their tyranny mnH:
most heavily on some, but it never spread over a great ::Ejnﬁ t
had a few main targets and left the rest &.o:n. It was violent,
but its extent was limited. )

But if a despotism should be established among the democratic
nations of our day, it would probably have a different character, It
would be more widespread and milder; it would degrade men rather
than torment them. )

Doubtless, in such an age of education and nazm_:Q.um our own,
rulers could more easily bring all public powers into their own rm_..:n_m
alone, and they could impinge deeper and more vwﬂw.nﬂﬁ_«.‘ into
the sphere of private interests than was ever .vomEEm in antiquity.
But that same equality which makes despotism easy tempers It
We have seen how, as men become more alike and more nearly
equal, public mores becomes more humane and gentle. When there
is no citizen with great power or wealth, tyranny in some degree
lacks both target and stage. When all fortunes are middling, passions
are naturally restrained, imagination limited, m..sm pleasures m::v_a.
Such universal moderation tempers the sovereign's own spint and
keeps within certain limits the disorderly wrges of desire. ;

Apart from these reasons, based on the nature of the state o
society itself, I could adduce many others which ioc_m.ﬁmwm. h._m
outside the range of my subject, but I prefer to remam within
these self-imposed limits. _ o

UnEoonwmw governments might become &n_nmz wnnm cruel at EEM
of great excitement and danger, but such crises will be rare an
brief. )

Taking into consideration the trivial nature of §n=:..” passions now,
the softness of their mores, the extent of their education, the purity
of their religion, their steady habits of patient work, mm.n_ .ﬁrn
restraint which they all show in the indulgence of both their vices

and their virtues, I do not expect their leaders to be tyrants, but

rather schoolmasters. (See Appendix I, AA.)

Thus I think that the type of oppression which m.ﬁnw;n:u democ-
racies is different from anything there has ever been E.Em ioz.m
before. Our contemporaries will find no prototype of it in their
memories. I have myself vainly searched for a word which «EM
exactly express the whole of the conception I have moanmm..mcn.
old words as “despotism” and “tyranny” do not fit. The thing is
new, and as I cannot find a word for it, I must try to m.nmsn it.

I am trying to imagine under-what novel features despotism may
appear in the world. In the first place, I see an innumerable multi-

-
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tude of men, alike and equal, constantly circling around in pursuit
of the petty and banal pleasures with which they glut their souls,
Each one of them, withdrawn into himself, is almost unaware of
the fate of the rest. Mankind, for him, consists in his children
and his personal friends. As for the rest of his fellow citizens, they are
Snmn.nno.._mr. but he does not notice them. He touches them but feels
son::.w.. He exists in and for himself, and though he still may have
a family, one can at least say that he has not got a fatherland,
. Over this kind of men stands an immense, protective power which
is alone responsible for securing their enjoyment and watching over
Emmﬂ. fate. That power is absolute, thoughtful of detail, orderly,
mnoﬁm.w:r and gentle, It would resemble parental authority if ?Em_.m
like, it tried to prepare its charges for a man’s life, g:%o: the
contrary, it c.=€ tries to keep them in perpetual childhood. It likes
to see the citizens enjoy themselves, provided that they think of
nothing but enjoyment. It gladly works for their happiness but
wants to be sole agent and judge of it. It provides for their
security, foresees and supplies their necessities; facilitates their pleas-
ures, manages their principal concerns, directs their industry, makes
.Hcmmm for their testaments, and divides their inheritances. Why should
it not entirely relieve them from the trouble of thinking and all
~the cares of living? . )
Thus it daily makes the exercise of free choice less useful and d
rarer, restricts the activity of free will within 2 narrower compass
and little by little robs each citizen of the proper use of his own
. faculties. m,..acmmé has prepared men for all this, predisposing them
%o mnm_ﬁu it and often even regard it as beneficial, .\V
mmsﬁm. thus taken each citizen in turn in its powerful grasp and
mrmvnm him to its will, government then extends its embrace to
include the whole of society. It covers the whole of social life with
a network of petty, complicated rules that are hoth minute and
E:hon.a. through which even men of the greatest originality and the
most vigoreus temperarment cannot force their heads above the crowd.
m~ does not break men's will, but softens, bends, and guides it;
it m&_.non._ enjoins, but often inhibits, action; it does not n_nmnnom
Eém.:nm_. but prevents much being bern; it is not at all tyrannical
but it hinders, restrains, cnervates, stifles, and stultifies so B:om
that in the end each nation iz no more than a flock of timid and
hardworking animals with the government as its shepherd.
I have always thought that this brand of orderly, gentle, peaceful
slavery which 1 have just described could be combined, aumommimwmm@
i is generally supposed, with some of the external forms of free-
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dom, and that there is a possibility of its getting itself established
even under the shadow of the sovereignty of the people.

Our contemporaries are ever a prey to two conflicting passions:
they feel the need of guidance, and they long to stay free, Unable
to wipe out these two contradictory instincts, they. try to satisfy them
both together, Their imagination conceives a government which is
unitary, protective, and all-powerful, but elected by the people.
Centralization is combined with the sovereignty of the people, That
gives them a chance to relax. They console themselves for being
under schoolmasters by thinking that they have chosen them them-
selves. Fach individual lets them put the collar on, for he secs
that it is not a person, or a class of persons, but society itself

which holds the end of the chain. -

Under this system the citizens quit their state of dependence just
long enough to choose their masters and then fall back into it.

A great many people nowadays very easily fall in with this brand
of compromise between administrative despotism and the sovereignty
of the people. They think they have done enough to guarantee
personal freedom when it is to the government of the state that
they have handed it over. That is not good enough for me. I am
much less interested in the question who my master is than in the
fact of obedience,

Nevertheless, 1 freely admit that such a constitution strikes me as
infinitely preferable to one which, having brought all powers together,
should then hand them aver to one irresponsible man or body
of men. Of all the forms that democratic despotism might take, that
assuredly would be the worst. . _

When the sovereign is elected, or when he is closely supervised by
a legislature which is in very truth elected and free, he may go to
greater lengths in oppressing the individual citizen, but such oppres-
sion is always less degrading. For each man can still think, though
he is obstructed and reduced to powerlessness, that his obedience is
only to himself and that it is to one of his desires that he is
sacrificing all the others.

I also appreciate that, when the sovereign represents the nation
and is dependent on it, the powers and rights taken from each
citizen are not used only for the benefit of the head of state, but
for the state itself, and that private persons derive some advantage
from the independence which they have handed over to the public.

To create a national representation of the people in a very cen-
tralized country does, therefore, diminish the extreme evils which
centralization can produce but does not entirely abolish them.
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I see clearly that by this means room is left for individual inter-
vention in the most important affairs, but there is still no place for
it in small or private matters, It is too often forgotten that it is
especially dangerous to turn men into slaves where details only are
concerned. For my part, I should be inclined to think that liberty
is less necessary in great matters than in tiny ones if I imagined

that one could ever be safe in the enjoyment of one sort of freedom

without the other.

Subjection in petty affairs, is manifest daily and touches all citi-
zens indiscriminately, It never drives men to despair, but continually
thwarts them and leads them to give up using their free will, It
slowly stifles their spirits and enervates their souls, whereas obedience
demanded only occasionally in matters of great moment brings
servitude into play only from time to time, and its weight falls only
on certain people. It does little good to summon those very citizens
who have been made so dependent on the central power to choose
the representatives of that power from time to time. However im-
portant, this brief and occasional exercise of free will will not prevent
them from gradually losing the faculty of thinking, feeling, and acting
for themselves, so that they will slowly fall below the level of
humanity, —

I must add that they will soon become incapable of using the
one great privilege left to them. Those democratic peoples which
have introduced freedom into the sphere of politics, while allowing
despotism to grow in the administrative sphere, have been led into
the strangest paradoxes. For the conduct of small affairs, where
plain common sense is enough, they hold that the citizens are not
up to the job. But they give these citizens immense prerogatives where
the government of the whole state is concerned. They are turned
alternatively into the playthings of the sovereign and into his masters,
being either preater than kings or less than men. When they have
tried all the different systems of election without finding one to
suit them, they look surprised and go on seeking for another, as

" if the ills they see did not belong much more to the constitution

of the country itself than to that of the electoral body,

It really is difficult to imagine haw people who have entirely given
up managing their own affairs could make a wise choice of those
who are to do that for them. One should never expect a liberal,
energetic, and wise government to originate in the votes of a people
of servants. : :

A constitution republican in its head and ultramonarchial in all
its other parts has always struck me as an ephemeral monstrosity.
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"The vices of those who govern and the weakness of the governed will
soon bring it to ruin. Then the people, tired of its representatives
and of itself, will either create -freer institutions or soon fall back
at the feet of a single master. (See Appendix I, BB.}

Chapter 7

CONTINUATION OF THE
PRECEDING CHAPTERS

T BELIEVE THAT IT IS EASIER to establish an absolute and despotic
government among a people whose social conditions are equal than
among any other. I also believe that such a government once
established in such a people would not only oppress men but would,
in the end, strip each man there of several of the chief attributes of
humanity. .

I therefore think that despotism is particularly to be feared in ages
of demoeracy. .

I think that at all times I should have loved freedom, but in
the times in which we live, I am disposed to worship it.

On the other hand, I am convinced that in the age now opening
before us those who try to base authority on privilege and aristocracy
will fail. All those who try to concentrate and maintain authority
in the hands of one class only will fail. There is now no ruler so
skillful and so strong that he can establish a despotism by restoring
permanent distinctions between his subjects. Nor is there any legisla-
tor, however wise or powerful, who could maintain free institutions
without making equality his first principle and watchword. Therefore
all those who now wish to establish or secure the independence and
dignity of their fellow men must show themselves friends of equality;
and the only worthy means of appearing such is to be so; upon
this depends the success of their holy enterprise.

There is therefore no question of reconstructing an aristocratic
society, but the need is to make frecdom spring from that democratic
society in which God has placed us. .

These two basic truths appear to me simple, clear, and fertile.
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