
ME 599/EE 546: Biology-
inspired robotics

Lecture 3 
Sawyer B. Fuller

Goals:  
• suggestion for how to read an academic paper 
• suggestions for how to do background research for 

papers and term project 
• description of term project 
• presentation and discussion of Paper 1 



paper 2: deCroon2013 
“Evolutionary robotics approach to odor source localization”  
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how to read a paper
1. read the abstract - 2-5 min 

2. look through the figures - 5-10 min 

3. read the introduction - 5-20 min 

4. read the conclusion - 10 min 

5. read the rest of the paper - 1-10 hrs  
(depending on difficulty and detail desired)



suggestions for how to do background 
research

• search for paper in google scholar
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more recent 
relevant work

link to online paper 
(usually available if you are on  

UW campus)

if not, try https://sci-hub.ac/



upcoming project dates

• <1 page proposals (1 per team/person) due on 
Canvas by class time on Monday Oct 16 

• Mid-term project update presentations Nov 6, 8 

• Final project presentations Nov 27 and 29 

• Final proposals due Mon Dec 4 on Canvas
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go over project guidelines
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