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Course Objectives
The emergence of large-scale environmental problems, whose resolution may require an unprecedented level of international cooperation, poses numerous challenges to existing political institutions and traditional theories of world politics.  This course will take up several theoreti​cal issues in light of international regimes for various environ​mental problems, including acid rain, ozone depletion, marine pollution, deforestation, and global warming.  Do these "new" problems enhance the prospects for coopera​tion among nations, particular​ly between North and South?  Can contempo​rary institu​tions respond adequately to the challenge of global ecological interdependence?  How do existing monetary and trade regimes exacerbate and/or ameliorate environmental problems?  To what extent can the empowerment of non-state actors be expected to stimulate changes in the world political system?  This course will address all of these questions and more.

Course Requirements
There are four requirements for this course:  1) regular atten​dance and full participa​tion in seminar discussions; 2) a short "think-piece" on an assigned topic; 3) a research design for a term paper; and 4) a research paper on a topic of your choice.  The course grade will be determined as follows:

Class participation

25%

Think-piece


25%

Research design

10%


Research paper

40%

   

Participation

Our learning is enhanced when we articulate our ideas and receive feedback from others.  The success of our seminar will be determined largely by the quality of active participation. So please come prepared for lively discussion! In addition, one student will take charge each week for distributing a list of provocative discussion questions on the readings by 10 pm on Tuesday evening, which I will integrate with some of my own and photocopy for the class.

Think-piece

This assignment, to be distributed on our third meeting, will ask you to write 5-6 pages on a specific question and will offer you a choice between two sets of essay questions.  You need not do any outside research for this paper.

Research paper

You will write a substantially longer paper (10-15 pages), due on the last day of class, on a topic of your choice. Your paper may be either theoretical or empirical, or both.  You may approach your question through a range of methodologies -- a case study, a comparative case study, a quantitative analysis, or theoretical inquiry -- but be sure to justify your specific approach. My feedback on your proposal will offer you some guidance in the research and writing stage of your project.  Because you will do better and have more fun if you make a wise choice, please choose a topic that truly engages your curiosity. Think of this as an opportunity to learn, think and write about some aspect of international environmental politics that you are genuinely excited about!

Required Texts (in order of use)

Pamela Chasek, David Downie and Janet Welsh Brown, Global Environmental Politics, 4th edition (Westview Press, 2006).

Michele Betsill and Elisabeth Corell (eds.), NGO Diplomacy: The Influence of NGOs in International Environmental Negotiations (MIT Press, 2008).

Ken Conca, Governing Water:  Contentious Transnational Politics and Global Institution Building (MIT Press, 2006).

George Monbiot, Heat:  How to Stop the Planet from Burning (South End Press, 2007).

Sheila Jasanoff and Marybeth Long Martello (eds.), Earthly Politics:  Local and Global in Environmental Governance (MIT Press, 2004).

T. Princen, M. Maniates, and K. Conca (eds.), Confronting Consumption (MIT Press, 2002).

Gay Hawkins, The Ethics of Waste:  How We Relate to Rubbish (Rowman and Littlefield, 2006).

Selected articles on electronic reserve

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments

4/2  
Introduction to the Course 

Global and Historical Perspectives on Environmentalism

(no readings)

4/9
Actors, Institutions and Regimes
Read:  Chasek et al., Global Environmental Politics (entire)

Recommended Readings

Ramachandra Guha, Environmentalism:  A Global History (Longman, 2000).

Ronnie Lipschutz, Global Environmental Politics:  Power, Perspectives, and Practice (CQ Press, 2003).
4/16 
NGO Diplomacy


Read:  Michele Betsill and Elisabeth Corell (eds.), NGO Diplomacy (entire)

THINK-PIECE ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED


Recommended Readings

Ronnie D. Lipschutz and Ken Conca (eds.), The State and Social Power in Global Environmental Politics (New York:  Columbia University Press, 1993).

4/23
Fluid Boundaries: States, Markets and Civil Society


Read: Ken Conca, Governing Water, Chapters 1-5 (pp. 1-165).

THINK-PIECE DUE IN CLASS

Recommended Readings
Peter Gleick et al., The World’s Water 2006-2007: The Biennial Report on Freshwater Resources (Island Press, 2006).

Robyn Eckersley, The Green State:  Rethinking Democracy and Sovereignty (MIT Press, 2004).


Karen Litfin (ed.), The Greening of Sovereignty (MIT Press, 1998)

4/30
Globalization and Social Justice


Read:  Ken Conca, Governing Water, Chapters 6-10 (pp. 167-end).
RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE IN CLASS

Recommended Readings

Deann Curtin, Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005).

Nicholas Low and Brendan Gleeson, Justice, Society and Nature: An Exploration of Political Ecology (Routledge, 1998).

Steven Bernstein, The Compromise of Liberal Environmentalism (Columbia University Press, 2002).

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, Friction:  An Ethnography of Global Connection (Princeton University Press, 2005).

5/7
Climate Change:  A Modest Proposal


Read:  George Monbiot, Heat (entire)


Recommended Readings

Tom Athanasiou and Paul Baer, Dead Heat:  Global Justice and Global Warming (Seven Stories, 2002).

J. Timmons Roberts and Bradley C. Parks , A Climate of Injustice: Global Inequality, North-South Politics, and Climate Policy (MIT Press, 2006).
5/14
Negotiating the Local and the Global in Environmental Governance

Read: Sheila Jasanoff and Marybeth Long Martello (eds.), Earthly Politics, Introduction and Chapters 1, 2, 3, 9, 11, 12, 13, and Conclusion

Recommended Readings

Neil Harrison and Gary Bryner (eds.), Science and Politics in the International Environment (Rowman and Littlefield, 2004).

Karen Litfin, Ozone Discourses: Science and Politics in Global Environmental Cooperation (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994).

Arthur Mol, Globalization and Environmental Reform (MIT Press, 2003).

5/21
Investigating the Obvious:  Consumption

Read: Thomas Princen, Michael Maniates, and Ken Conca (eds.), Confronting Consumption, skipping Chapters 4 and 8 

Recommended Readings


Alan Durning, How Much is Enough? (Norton, 1992).


Thomas Princen, The Logic of Sufficiency (MIT Press, 2005).

5/28 
We and Our Waste

Read:  Gay Hawkins, The Ethics of Waste:  How We Relate to Rubbish (entire)


Recommended Readings

William Rathje et al., Rubbish! An Archaeology of Garbage (University of Arizona Press, 2001).
6/4
Seeds of Hope 
Read:  Karen Litfin, "Gaia Theory: Intimations for global environmental politics," “Towards an Integral Perspective on World Politics,"  and “Articulating the Sacred in the Politics of Sacrifice” (electronic reserve)

RESEARCH PAPERS DUE IN CLASS


