China WTO deal backed

South China Morning Post, Sept 18, 2001
World Trade Organisation negotiators last night formally approved a deal that clears the way for Chinese membership to the body after 15 years of tough negotiations. 

The approval came two days after members agreed the terms for China's entry at a meeting at the group's Geneva headquarters. 

Final political approval by trade ministers from the organisation's 142 members states, at a meeting in November, is regarded as a formality. Taiwan is set to follow, with its own working group expected to sign an agreement today. 

Yesterday's news failed to halt a plunge on China's stock markets following last week's attacks in the US.

