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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Teachers:

Ms. Adrienne Curtis – Sammamish High School

Email: curtisa@bsd405.org


Ms. Amber Graeber – Bellevue High School 


Email: graebera@bsd405.org


Ms. Katie Piper
 - Sammamish High School


Email: piperk@bsd405.org


Introduction: Welcome to Advanced Placement U.S. Government & Politics+. This course provides students multiple opportunities to develop an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States, to develop civic commitment and capacity, and to build a well-informed, thoughtful response to the question: What is the proper role of government in our democracy?
Textbook: 

-Edwards, George C. III, Martin P. Wattenberg, Robert L. Lineberry.  Government in America:  People, Politics, and Policy, 12th ed. New York:  Longman, 2006.
College Board’s Goals for AP U.S. Government & Politics

Students successfully completing this course will:

· know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. government and politics

· understand typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences (including the components of political behavior, the principles used to explain or justify various government structures and procedures, and the political effects of these structures and procedures)

· be able to analyze and interpret basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics (including data presented in charts, tables, and other formats)
· be able to critically analyze relevant theories and concepts, apply them appropriately, and develop their connections across the curriculum

AP + Goals for AP U.S. Government & Politics

The goal of the AP+ course is to demonstrate that a more hands-on and minds-on AP course can produce better results: passing AP exam scores coupled with deep conceptual learning, greater passion for the political process, engagement in learning and appeal to a wider range of students. 
COURSE MASTER QUESTION:
“What is the proper role of government in a democratic society?” This question is used iteratively throughout the course. Students return to it in each unit, revising and deepening their responses in light of the concepts they are learning.
In particular, what kind of ____ do we need and why?

· Government in Action . . . what is the proper function of our institutions and why?
· Town Hall . . . what is “good” policy and why?
· 111th Congress . . .what kind of legislators do we need and why?
· Election 2010 . . . what kind of elections do we need and why?
· SCOTUS . . . what kind of justice do we need and why?
· Taking it Global . . . what kind of global action do we need and why?
PROJECT CYCLES
· Government in Action









8 weeks

This challenge cycle mimics an orientation for new House members and gives all participants the necessary vocabulary and knowledge to be able to successfully legislate. The cycle begins with an overview of foundational documents and how they have shaped our government over time including the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, the Federalist Papers and the U.S. Constitution. Once students are grounded in the documents, they advance to more in depth study of each branch and the role they play in making good policy. While acquiring this knowledge that is critical both to the course and to the AP Exam, students will be in the role of legislators and organized by caucus. These small groups, organized around issues, will examine the current Health Care legislation, HR 3200, in light of their growing knowledge about how institutions interact. As members of the caucus they will be responding to messages from other branches and working towards a floor debate. Through this challenge students will learn not only the textbook description of the institutions but also the way politics influence this interaction.
· Town Hall











5 weeks
In a constitutional democracy, it is essential for citizens to take seriously the rights and responsibilities of citizens. This includes being well-informed on public issues. This is not easy. There are dozens of issues, endless research to be done, and an array of positions to take on any issue. This challenge cycle requires students to form teams and select a policymaking area (economic, environment and healthcare, foreign policy, or social welfare). In each policymaking area, students will work together to (a) frame their controversial public policy issue, (b) develop and articulate policy alternatives, and (c) develop significant background knowledge on it (history, stakeholders, legislation, court rulings, key value conflicts, etc.). Within each policymaking area, small teams of 3 will frame policy alternatives and present to the ensuing town hall. Four town hall meetings will commence, with each group facilitating their own deliberation providing classmates with background knowledge on the issue, brief statements of policy alternatives, and roles for participating in the meeting. The outcome of these meetings will inform and influence the legislation that is written in the next challenge cycle. The challenge is designed to develop research and public speaking skills, stakeholder analyses, and authentic policy discussion.
· The 111th Congress – LegSim



         
     

3 weeks
A basic understanding of the structure and organization of Congress is not enough to create working knowledge of policymaking in the U.S. This challenge cycle puts students in the role of members of the U.S .Congress, specifically in the House of Representatives. Students will choose the congressional district they will represent, and will conduct preliminary research on the political, economic and social composition of the electorate as a foundation for creating their legislative agendas in LegSim. They are then challenged to tackle real issues of contemporary significance to the Congress while representing the interests of their respective constituencies. At the introduction of LegSim, they will organize their chamber, choose their leadership, and select committees for the work of the House. Working in small groups, students will write legislation concerning significant policy issues with which Congress is currently engaged. The bills will be first submitted to committee, and if the committee passes the bill, it will be debated on the House Floor. In a culminating event, students will participate in LegSim House Floor Debates. Students will work to pass their legislation, building on work done in Town Hall, consistent with the interests of their state or district. (Developed at the University of Washington by Dr. John Wilkerson and Sean Kellogg)
· Election 2010










5 weeks
Elections are the closest link between the citizens and their government as they demonstrate their values through voting. This cycle will bring together what students already have learned about party politics and public opinion and add to it knowledge of the media, interest groups and voting trends to participate in two mock elections and write a paper outlining their re-election strategy for their district in LegSim. Students will take on the role of campaign consultants and fight their way through 1) an all out ideological war campaign and 2) a campaign in a newly redistricted seat. They will have to develop and execute a campaign strategy in order to be victorious on election day (The Dirksen Center on Congress).
· SCOTUS 






     

4 weeks
In the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS), students will expand upon knowledge acquired during “Government in Action”, as they test the constitutionality of public policy. Through the study of the Bill of Rights and landmark Supreme Court cases, students will prepare for the civil rights and civil liberties portions of the AP Exam and will engage with these topics through two, smaller project cycles. For civil liberties, students will work in teams to deliver a constitutional interpretation of the legality of the PATRIOT Act. To do so, they will draw on a number of precedent cases, many pertinent to their understanding for the AP exam. Having formed an understanding of the importance of precedent, students will explore civil rights with a culminating project-- a Moot Court on the case Parents Involved in Community Schools vs. Seattle School District No. 1. Students will take on the role of justice, petitioner or respondent and will interpret the 14th amendment, relevant prior cases, and compelling government interests to prepare for their role.
· Taking it Global





     

Post AP Exam 
After the Advanced Placement exam, students will be encouraged to become personally involved in a quest to make a difference on the international stage, while at the same time, applying their political knowledge from U.S. government. Students will explore individual projects using the youth-oriented website “Taking It Global”, and form partnerships with international students using iEARN. In a culminating event, students will participate in either the International Economic Summit or Model UN.
COURSE HIGHLIGHTS
Washington D.C., Extended Field Trip

Students will be offered the opportunity to travel to our nation’s capital, Washington, D.C. in the fall of 2009. The Close Up program is not a sightseeing expedition.  Students will be actively engaged in a variety of learning experiences and direct observations of governmental institutions and process throughout their stay.  Close Up has a network of distinguished speakers who help government and current issues “come alive” for students. Students meet with key people in government, law, business and media to gain real-world insights into how DC works - elected officials on Capitol Hill, members of the Administration, policy experts from the private and public sector and journalists. They discuss hot issues with policy experts and dialogue with journalists about how the media shapes policy. 
Advanced Placement Exam – May 3, 2010

The AP program is an opportunity for students to earn college credit while still in high school. To do so, a student must take and pass the AP Government exam. This exam is 2 hours and 25 minutes in length.  The exam format is as follows: 1) 60 question Multiple Choice Section (45 minutes); 2) 4 question Free Response Section (100 minutes)
The AP Government exam is graded on a five point scale. Generally, most public universities award credit to students who earn a 3 or higher, while many private colleges require a score of 4 or higher. However, since each school is free to set its own policy, students are advised to check the policies of institutions they are interested in attending. All students in this course are required to take the national exam.
This is the breakdown of the distribution of content areas covered by the AP Exam.  The MC portion of the exam is devoted to each content area in the approximate percentages indicated.  The free-response portion will test you in some combination of the six major categories below.  Use this as a checklist while you’re studying.
	Subject







	Percentage of the Test

	1) Constitutional Underpinnings of US Government

a. Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution

b. Separation of powers

c. Federalism

d. Theories of democratic government
	5-15%

	2) Political Beliefs and Behaviors

a. Beliefs that citizens hold about their gov’t and its leaders

b. Processes by which citizens learn about politics

c. The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion

d. The ways in which citizens vote and participate in political life

e. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors 
	10-20%

	3) Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

a. Political parties and elections

i. Functions

ii. Organization

iii. Development

iv. Effects on the political process

v. Electoral laws and systems

b. Interest groups, including PACs

i. The range of interests represented

ii. The activities of interest groups

iii. The effects of interest groups on the political process

iv. The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process

c. The mass media

i. The functions and structures of the media

ii. The impacts of media on politics
	10-20%

	4) Institutions of National Government: Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts

a. The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power

b. Relationships among these four institutions, and balances of power

c. Linkages between institutions and the following

i. Public opinion and voters

ii. Interest groups

iii. Political parties

iv. The media

v. Subnational governments (state and local)
	35-40%

	5) Public Policy 

a. Policy making in a federal system

b. The formation of policy agendas

c. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy

d. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation

e. Linkages between policy processes and the following

i. Political institutions and federalism

ii. Political parties

iii. Interest groups

iv. Public opinion

v. Elections

vi. Policy networks
	5-15%

	6) Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

a. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation

b. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties

c. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties
	5-15%


Course Grading
AP U.S. Government & Politics is a college-level class that each student has elected to take. By choosing to take this course, we require that both the student and the teacher take responsibility for student mastery of learning. For this reason, a somewhat different grading scale is in place to ensure mastery and prepare the student for success on the exam.

Course grades will be determined according to the following scale: 

	A
	100% - 90%
	

	B
	89.9% - 80%
	

	C
	79.9% - 70%
	

	I
	69.9% and below
	


A-B-C-I Grading System: 
This grading scale is based on the belief that “if a task is worth giving, then it is worth doing; and if it worth doing, then it is worth doing well.” This is our rule as teachers, and it applies to everyone. The teacher will give students multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery. Students, however, are required to uphold their end of the contract. If the contract is upheld, there is no opportunity to earn a D or F – only an A, B, C or I. 

The basics are described below. More information (i.e. the research that supports this system and my rationale) will be provided upon request.

· A = Above and beyond 
· B = Satisfactory 
· C = Basic mastery 
· I = Incomplete

Categories: The approximate weighting for the various course requirements is as follows:  

· 25%
Citizenship
(Course Notebook, Participation, Class Activities, Teaming) 
 

· 25%
Challenges
(Summative assessments of learning from the challenge cycles)

· 40%
Exams

(Unit Exams: Multiple Choice and FRQs) 

· 10%
Semester Final

Exams and Semester Final: There will be regular exams during the semester at the conclusion of each project cycle, though periodic quizzes should be expected. Exams will include both multiple choice questions and free response questions.

If a student scores below 70% on an exam, the student will have an opportunity to retake the exam provided that the unit packet was submitted on time.  The student will have three tutorial periods in which to retake the exam and may retake the exam up to three additional times. The test retake(s) must take place during the specified dates/times offered by the teacher. 

Late Work: The late work policy is easy to understand and straightforward.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  If an assignment is not turned in at that time, it is late. We do accept late work. However: Some assignments, due to the nature of the work, cannot be turned in late for credit. In this project-based curriculum, your group members will be counting on you to be prepared. This means that many assignments will not be accepted late and must be turned in on time. 

If an assignment is late, but will be accepted by the instructor, the policy is clearly stated below:

	Late (on date due)
	up to 80% credit

	1 day late, but before the unit test
	up to 70% credit


Absences: The BSD’s and Bellevue High School's respective policies regarding the consequences of the number of absences and tardies will be followed. While you will have the opportunity to make up work missed during an absence, it is in your best interest to not fall behind. If your absence is excused you will have the number of days that you missed class to make up any missing assignments or exams. It is your responsibility to ask what you missed while you were absent and to secure any necessary papers. If you are scheduling a long absence please talk with me ahead of time so that we can make plans accordingly. 

Cheating: Students are encouraged to help each other, but cheating will not be tolerated. Please see school policies in the agenda for a description and enforced consequences. 

*Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the sole and complete right to modify this syllabus at any time and in anyway he/she sees fit. 


Students and Parents:  
Thank you for taking the time to read the course overview. 

Please fill out the following information, sign at the bottom to indicate that you received and read the course expectations

I have read and understand the goals and requirements for the course, as they are written above, and agree to meet them.
Student Name (print):  _________________________________ Student Signature: ____________________________
Parent / Guardian Name(s): ___________________________ Parent Signature: _____________________________
Email Address (please print clearly!) 

(Student)   ______________________________________________ (Parent)   ________________________________________

