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Curated Reference Libraries in Science
—Chemical Abstracts Service (Registry) — predecessor in the 1830s


—Medical Research (PubMed) — predecessor Index Medicus (1951)


—Digital Government Reference Library — since 2005


—Disaster Information Reference Library — since 2018

2



https://faculty.washington.edu/jscholl/dirl/



https://faculty.washington.edu/jscholl/dirl/



https://faculty.washington.edu/jscholl/dirl/



https://faculty.washington.edu/jscholl/dirl/



Reference Libraries Provide Input for Bibliometric 
Analyses Answering Questions such as

—What is in a field?


—What are topical foci?


—What are emerging trends?


—Who are the major contributors?


—How are the contributors connected to each other?
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Topical Trends (DIRL, Keywords, 10 Occurrences)
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Topical Trends (DIRL, Keywords, 10 Occurrences)
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Topical Trends (DIRL, Title+Abstracts, 10 Occurrences)
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Topical Trends (DIRL, Title+Abstracts, 10 Occurrences)
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Collaborations (DIRL, Authors, 8 Occurrences)
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Collaborations (DIRL, Authors, 8 Occurrences)
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Conclusions
—Domain-specific Curated Reference Libraries help make a research domain 

more transparent with regard to topical trends, collaborative networks, topical 
gaps, network gaps, etc.


—Some prominent topical gaps include “situational awareness,” “common 
operating picture,” “DLT/Blockchain,” “IoT”, among others


—Overemphases on social media, easy-access datasets, and the Covid pandemic


—So far, the ITDRR and ISCRAM communities have only a few networking links


—Like curated reference libraries in other academic fields the DIRL can play a 
formative role for the relatively young ITDRR domain
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