Primary Readings

10.

11.

Statutes of Harvard, 1646

- When any Scholar is able to Read Tully or such like classical Latin Author ex tempore,

and make and speak true Latin in verse and prose suo (ut aiunt) Marte, and decline
perfectly the paradigms of Nouns and verbs in the Greek tongue, then may he be
admitted into the College, nor shall any claim admission before such qualifications.
Every one shall consider the main End of his life and studies, to know God and Jesus
Christ which is Eternal life. John 17. 3.

- Seeing the Lord giveth wisdom, every one shall seriously by prayer in secret, seek

wisdom of Him. Prpv. 2.2, 3etc.

- Every one shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day that they be

ready to give an account of their proficiency therein, both in theoretical observations
of Language and Logic, and in practical and spiritual truths as their tutor shall
require according to their several abilities respectively, seeing the Entrance of the
word giveth light etc. Psaims 119, 130.

- In the public Church assembly they shall carefully shun all gestures that show any

contempt or neglect of God'’s ordinances and be ready to give an account to their

- They shall eschew all profanation of God’s holy name, attributes, word, ordinances,

and times of worship, and study with reverence and love carefully to retain God and
his truth in their minds.

. They shall honor as their parents, Magistrates, Elders, tutors and aged persons by

being silent in their Presence (except they be called on to answer) not gainsaying
showing all those laudable expressions of honor and reverence in their presence, that
are in use as bowing before them standing uncovered or the like.

They shall be slow to speak, and eschew not only oaths, lies, and uncertain rumors,
but likewise all idle foolish, bitter scoffing, frothy wanton words and offensive
gestures..

None shall pragmatically intrude or intermedadle in other men’s affairs.

During their residence, they shall studiously redeem their time, observe the general
hours appointed for all the Scholars, and the special hour for their own Lecture, and
then diligently attend the Lectures without any disturbance by word or gesture: And
if of any thing they doubt they shall inquire as of their fellows so in case of non-
resolution modestly of their tutors.

None shall under any pretence whatsoever frequent the company and society of
such men as lead an ungirt and dissolute life.
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Neither shall any without the license of the Overseers of the College be of the
Artillery or traine-Band.

Nor shall any without the license of the Overseers of the College, his tutor’s leave, or
in his absence the call of parents or guardians go out to another town.

No Scholar shall buy sell or exchange any thing to the value of six-pence without the
allowance of his parents, guardians, or tutors. And whosoever is found to have sold
or bought any such thing without acquainting their tutor or parents, shall forfeit the
value of the commodity, or the restoring of it, according to the discretion of the
President.

The Scholars shall never use their Mother-tongue except that in public exercises of
oratory or such like, they be called to make them in English.

If any Scholar being in health shall be absent from prayer or Lectures, except in case
of urgent necessity or by the leave of his tutor, he shall be liable to admonition (or
such punishment as the President shall think meet) if he offend above once a week.
Every Scholar shall be called by his surname only till he be invested with his first
degree; except he be fellow-commoner or a Knight's eldest son or of superior
nobility. ) :

No Scholars shall under any pretense of recreation or other cause whatever (unless
foreshowed and allowed by the President or his tutor) be absent from his studies or
appointed exercises above an hour at morning-bever, half an hour at afternoon-
bever; an hour and an half at dinner and so long at supper.

If any Scholar shall transgress any of the Laws of God or the House out of perverse-
ness or apparent negligence, after twice admonition he shall be liable if not adultus
to correction, if adultus his name shall be given up to the Overseers of the College
that he may be publicly dealt with after the desert of his fault but in grosser offenses
such gradual proceeding shall not be expected.

Every Scholar that on proof is found able to read the original of the Old and New
Testament into the Latin tongue, and to resolve them logically withal being of honest

life and conversation and at any public act hath the approbation of the Overseers,

and Master of the College may be invested with his first degree.

Every Scholar that gives up in writing a Synopsis or summa of Logic, Natural and
Moral Philosophy, Arithmetic, Geometry, and Astronomy, and is ready to defend his
theses or positions, withal skilled in the originals as aforesaid and still continues
honest and studious, at any public act after trial he shall be capable of the second
degree of Master of Arts.
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The Harvard Charter, 1650

Whereas through the good hand of God many well devoted persons have been and daily are moved
and stirred up to give and bestow sundry gifts, legacies, lands, and revenues for the advancement of
allgoodliterature,artsandsdenoesinHarvardCollegeinCambridgein&teCountyofMdeesex
and to the maintenance of the President and Fellows and for all accommodations of buildings and
all other necessary provisions that may conduce to the education of the English & Indian youth of
this Country in knowledge: and godliness. It is therefore ordered and enacted by this Court and the
authority thereof that for the furthering of so good a work and for the purposes aforesaid from
henceforth that the said College in Cambridge in Middlesex in New England shall be a Corporation
consisting of seven persons (to wit) a President, five Fellows, and a Treasurer or Bursar; and that
Henry Dunster shall be the first President; Samuel Mather, Samuel Danford, Masters of Art;
Jonathan Michell, Comfort Starre, and Samuel Eaton, Bachelors of Art; shall be the five Fellows and
Thomas Danford to be present Treasurer, all of them being inhabitants in the Bay, and shall be the
first seven persons of which the said Corporation shall consist. And that the said seven persons or
the greater number of them procuring the presence of the Overseers of of [sic] the College and by
their counsel and consent shall have power and are hereby authorized at any time or times to elect a
new President, Fellows, or Treasurer so often and from time to time as any of the said person or
persons shall die or be removed, which said President and Fellows for the time being shall for ever
hereafter in name and fact be one body politic and corporate in Law to all intents and purposes, and
shall have perpetual succession, and shall be called by the name of President and Fellows of
Harvard College; and shall from time to time be eligible as aforesaid; and by that name they and
their successors shall and may purchase and acquire to themselves or take and receive upon free gift
and donation any lands, tenements or hereditaments within this jurisdiction of the Massachusetts
not exceeding the value of five hundred pounds per anum and any goods and sums of money
whatsoever to the use and behoof of the said President, Fellows, and Scholars of the said College
and also may sue and plead or be sued and impleaded by the name aforesaid in all courts and
places of judicature within the jurisdiction aforesaid; and that the said President with any three of
the Fellows shall have power and are hereby authorized when they shall think fit to make and
appoint a Common Seal for the use of the said Corporation. And the President & Fellows or the
major part of them from time to time may meet and choose such Officers & Servants for the College
and make such allowance to them and them also to remove and after death or removal to choose
such others and to make from time to time such orders & bylaws for the better ordering & carrying
on the work of the College as they shall think fit. Provided the said orders be allowed by the
Overseers. And also that the President and Fellows or major part of them with the Treasurer shall
have power to make conclusive bargains for lands & tenements to be purchased by the said
Corporation for valuable consideration. And for the better ordering of the government of the said
College and Corporation be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that the President and three more
of the Fellows shall and may from time to time upon due warning or notice given by the President
to the rest hold a meeting for the debating and concluding of affairs concerning the profits and
revenues of any lands and disposing of their goods. Provided that all the said disposings be
according to the will of the donors. And for direction in all emergent occasions execution of all
orders and bylaws and for the procuring of a general meeting of all the Overseers & society in great
& difficult cases, and in cases of nonagreement, in all which cases aforesaid the conclusion shall be
made by the major part, the said President having a casting voice, the Overseers consenting
thereunto. And that all the aforesaid transactions shall tend to & for the use and behoof of the
President, Fellows, Scholars & Officers of the said College, and for all accommodations of buildings,
books and all other necessary provisions & furnitures as may be for the advancement & education
of youth in all manner of good literature, arts and sciences. And further be it ordered by this Court
and the authority thereof that all the lands, tenements or hereditaments, houses or revenues within
this jurisdiction to the aforesaid President or College appertaining, not exceeding the value of five
hundred pounds per anum shall from henceforth be freed from all civil impositions, taxes & rates;
all goods to the said corporation or to any Scholars thereof appertaining shall be exempt from all
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manner of toll, customs & excise whatsoever. And that the said President, Fellows & Scholars,
together with the servants & other necessary Officers to the said President or College appertaining
not exceeding ten, viz. three to the President and seven to the College belonging, shall be exempted
from all personal, civil offices, military exercises or services, watchings and wardings, and such of
their estates not exceeding one hundred pounds a man shall be free from all Country taxes or rates
whatsoever and none others. In witness whereof the Court has caused the Seal of the Colony to be
hereunto affixed. Dated the one & thirtieth day of the third month called May, Anno 1650.

Thos. Dudley
Governor
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opinion of the people, the v keep that right; and were it

ent without newspapers, or
newspapers without a governmen hesitate 2 moment to prefer the
latter.Butlsbonldmnthatw_ ecerve, those papers and be
capable of reading them. I am convincel , Indians) which
live without government enjoy in their peh mass an infinitely greater degree of

happiness than those who live under Eurodean
public opinion is in the place of law, and restroins

— 4

THOMAS JEFFERSON ON THE NATURAL ARISTOCRACY AMONG MEN
(1813) From letter to John Adams, October 28. 1813, as quoted in Albert E. Bergh, ed..
The Writings of Thomas Jefferson (Washington, D.C.. 1905_). vol. Xii, pp. 384-403.

MONTICELLO, October 28, 1813.
DEARSm,—Aecordingtoﬂxemewaﬁonbetwmm,ofuldngnponeofthe

nepmgeyouquoteﬁ-oml‘heognis,l&inkhsanethicdm&erthana
political object. The whole piece is 2 moral exhortation, wapaiveos, and this
pasageparﬁqﬂadyseemstobearepmoftoman,who,whihwithhisdomsﬁc
animalsheiscuﬁoustoimpmvedxemce,byemployingalwaystheﬁnestmale,pays
noanenﬁonmtheimpmmentofhisownmee,butmtumaniswiththevicious,
the ugly, or the old, for considerations of wealth or ambition. It is in conformity
with the principle adopted afterwards by the Pythagoreans, and expressed by
Ocellus in another form; weme 8¢ TS ‘ex 76V alAnAwv avdpwy yeveoews
etc.,—ov)x n8ovys evexa pufis, which, as literally as intelligibility will admit,
‘may be thus translated: “concerning the interprocreation of men, how, and of whom
itsha.llbe,inaperfectmanner,andaooordingtothehwsofmodstyandsancﬁty,
conjointly,thisiswhatlthinkright.Fixsttolayitdownthatwedonoteommixfor
thesa,keofplamre,butofthepumﬁonofchﬂdmn. For the powers, the organs
anddesirsforcoiﬁonhavenotbeengivenbycodtomanforﬁ:esakeofpleasure,
but for the procreation of the race. For as it were incongruous, for a mortal born to
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breeders. For I agree with you that there is a natural aristocracy among men. The
grounds of this are virtue and talents, Formerly, bodily powers gave place among
the aristoi. But since the invention of gunpowder has armed the weak as well as the
strong with missile death, bodily strength, like beauty, good humor, politeness and
other accomplishments, has become but an auxiliary ground of distinction. There is
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It is probable that our difference of opinion may, in some measure, be produced
by a difference of character in those among whom we live. From what I have seen
of Massachusetts and Connecticut myself, and still more from what 1 have heard,
and the character given of the former by yourself, (volume I, page 1II,) who know
them so much better, there seems to be in those two States a traditionary reverence
for certain families, which has rendered the offices of the government nearly
hereditary in those families. I presume that from an early period of your history,
members of those families happening to possess virtue and talents, have honestly
exercised them for the good of the people, and by their services have endeared their
names to them. In coupling Connecticut with you, I mean it politically only, not
morally. For having made the Bible the common law of their land, they seem to
bave modeled their morality on the story of Jacob and Laban. But although this
hereditary succession to office with you, may, in some degree, be founded in real
family merit, yet in 2 much higher degree, it has proceeded from your strict alliance
of Church and State. These families are canonized in the eyes of the people on
common principles, “you tickle me, and I will tickle you.” In Virginia we bave
nothing of this. Qur clergy, before the revolution, having been secured against
rivalship by fixed salaries, did not give themselves the trouble of acquiring influence
over the people. Of wealth, there were great accumulations in particular families,
handed down from generation to generation, under the English law of entails. But
the only object of ambition for the wealthy was a seat in the King's Council. All
their court then was paid to the crown and its creatures; and they Philipized in all
collisions between the King and the people. Hence they were unpopular; and that
unpopularity continues attached to their names. A Randolph, a Carter, or a Burwell
must have great personal superiority over 2 common competitor to be elected by
the people even at this day. At the first session of legislature after the Declaration of

, we passed a law abolishing entails. And this was followed by one
abolishing the privilege of primogeniture, and dividing the lands of intestates
equally among all their children, or other representatives. These laws, drawn by
myself, laid the axe to the foot of pseudo-aristocracy. And had another which I
prepared been adopted by the legislature, our work would have been complete. It
was 2 bill for the more general diffusion of leaming. This proposed to divide every
county into wards of five or six miles square, like your townships; to establish in
each ward a free school for reading, writing and common arithmetic; to provide for
the annual selection of the best subjects from these schools, who might receive, at
the public expense, a higher degree of education at a district school; and from these
district schools to select a certain number of the most promising subjects, to be
completed at an university, where all the useful sciences should be taught. Worth
and genius would thus bhave been sought out from every condition of life, and
completely prepared by education for defeating the competition of wealth and birth
for public trusts. My proposition had, for a further object, to impart to these wards
those portions of self-government for which they are best qualified, by confiding to
them the care of their poor, their roads, police, elections, the nomination of jurors,
administration of justice in small cases, elementary exercises of militia; in short, to
have made them little republics, with a warden at the head of each, for all those
concerns which, being under their eye, they would better manage than the larger
republics of the county or State. A general call of ward meetings by their wardens
on the same day through the State, would at any time produce the genuine sense of
the people on any required point, and would enable the State to act in mass, as your
people have so often done, and with so much effect by their town meetings. The
law for religious freedom, which made a part of this system, baving put down the
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aﬁstouacyoftbedety,andrectoredbtheciﬁz&ntbeﬁeedomofthemhd,and
thoseofentaikanddaoenunum"ingmequaﬁtyofeondiﬁonamongthem.thism

hwecdmpletedthegreaobjeaofqualﬁyingﬂiemtosdecttheveﬁtableaﬁstoi,
forﬁ:emlstsofgovemmw,totheexclusionofthepmdaﬁsts;andﬁ:esame
mognkwhohasfumishedtheepignphsofyoumbtmassnmusthat
“Ovdepiar 7w, Kvpy, ayalor wohwv wieoay avBpes.” [Not any state,
Cymns,havegoodmenyegdestioyed.],uthoughthkhwhsnotyetbeenactedm
butinasmallmdinaﬁcientdegree;itissﬁllconsidexedasbeforeﬂ:e
wiﬂxotherbﬂkofthemised'oode,notyetukenup,andlhavegnathopetbat
somepauioﬁcspiﬁtwill,ataﬁvonblemommt,mnitup,a.ndmakeittbe
keystoneoftheamhofourgovemment. - '

mayhavelandtolaborforliimself, if he chooses; or,prefeningﬂieexerciseofany
other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a
comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old
age. Evetyone,byhispropmy, or by his satisfactory situation, is interested in the

support of law and order. And such men may safely and advantageously reserve to’

themselves a wholesome control over their public affairs, and a degree of freedom,
whiclginthebandsofﬂ:ecandiaeoftbéciﬁsof&mpe,,wouldbe i

thealert.Rmﬁmaybehadtotbepmpleofthecmmtry,amomgqvmblepower
from their principles and subordination; and rank, and birth, and tinse}-arj

Wﬂlﬁnallyshrinkintomgniﬁcnme,eventhemﬂk,howwer,wehwemﬁghtm
meddle with. Itsnﬁces_forus,ifthemoralandphysialeonditionofourown

I have thus stated mmy opinion on a point on which we differ, not with a view to
controversy, for we are both too old to change opinions which are the result of a
long life of inquiry and reflection; but on the suggestions of a former letter of yours,
that we ought not to die before we have explained ourselves to each other. We
acted in perfect harmony, through a long and perilous contest for our liberty and
independence.AmnstﬁuﬁonhasbeenacqukeQWMch,thoughmitherofusthinls
perfect, yet both consider as competent to render our fellow citizens the happiest
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~and the securest on whom the sun has ever shone. Xf we do not think exactly alike as

to its imperfections, it matters little to our country, which, after devoting to it long
livesofdisintexutedhbor,wehavedeﬁvmdwertomshmminlife,wbo
will be able to take care of it and of themselves.
Ofﬂ:epamphletonniwomcywhichhsbeenmtoyou,oxwhomybem
mﬂmr,lbaVehen:dnothingb\nthmughymubtter.chemywaspect,it
may be known from the quaint, mystical, and hyperbolical ideas, involved in
aﬁacted,new—hnglednhdpédmﬁctermswhichshmphiswﬁﬁngs.Whnevaitbe,
Ihopeymnquietisnottobeaﬁectedatthkdaybytbemdenesorinwnpmnoe
ofsuﬂ:blezs;hxtﬂnxymmayconﬁmwhuuquﬂﬁtymlivemd'@omjoieeinthe
pmq:eﬁtyofourooun&y,nnﬁlitshﬂbeynurownwisbmukeywrmtmong
theaﬁstoiwhohavegonebefonymnEvermdaﬁecﬁomtelyyms. :

BENJAMIN RUSH PROPOSES A SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR
PENNSYLVANIA (1786) From Benjamin Rush. Essays, Uiterary, Moral, and
Philosophical (Philadelphia, 1806). pp. 1-8.

Befou I proceed to the
words, the influence and

of this essay, I shall point out, in a few
ing upon mankind.

rty. Freedom can e only in the society of
mapableofms‘ag\mnghs,mm
Iifierty.can be neither equial nor universal.
pramotes just ideas of laws and gowernment. “When the clouds of

{says the Marquis of Beccaria) by thegadiénc of knowledge,
power trembles, but the authority of laws remains immoveable.”

Iv. ltisﬁiendlyto‘ﬁgnnus.bﬁminginaﬂcounﬂiegpmmotescivﬂimﬁon, ]
andthephtﬂraofsodetyhgeonvmﬁon. B

V. It promotes agriculture]the great basis of national wealth and happiness.

,Agx‘muhmisasmnchasdenee":qhydmulia,oropﬁm,andhsbeen

: equally
indebtedmtbeupeﬁmentsmdma;dwsoﬂamemehehigﬂyculﬁvned
state, and the immense profits of the farias in England, are derived wholly from the
patronage which agriculture has receivediin that country, from learned men and

learned societies. }

Many res of all kinds owe theii perfection chiefly to leaming—hence
tbenagxonsofEurope 3 knowledge, and commerce, only in
proporyj astheyctntivatetheansandsciems. ,

For the, ofdiﬁsinghwwledgethroughevmypartofthemlbeg
‘leave to the following simple plan,

L Let there*he one university in the state, and let this be established in the
capital. Let law, divinity, the law of nature and nations, economy, &c. be

taught in it by publi lectures in the winter season; after the manner of the
x-,_‘\
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