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OVERVIEW

Audio-visual recordings provide lasting
records of very special family events such
as the labor/birth process and the
welcoming of new family members.
Maternity and Infant Center staff support
this common practice as long as it does not
interfere with the safe provision of care.

Guidelines:

o Discuss your photography/video taping
plans with your health care providers.
Write your preferences into your birth
plan and be sure to discuss them with
the many providers (doctors, nurses,
anesthesiologists and others) involved in
the care of both mother and infant.

+ Keep your videotaping plans flexible.
Unexpected circumstances can occur
during labor and birth or in the care of
the newborn and may require that you
change your plans.

o Consider having an additional support
person available just to run the camera.
Family members sometimes get so
involved in filming that they miss the
main event!

o Ask permission before photographing/
videotaping others as a matter of
courtesy. All staff have the right to
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refuse being filmed without
explanation.

Light-weight, hand-held, battery-
operated equipment is essential. For
safety and comfort reasons, avoid the
use of bulky cameras, lights and
tripods. Bright lights are especially
disruptive to newborns.

Photography and videotaping are not
permitted during:
operative procedures;
cesarean births and births requiring
forceps or vacuum assistance;
the initial care of sick or premature
infants; or
during most tests and procedures.

Please be aware that the filming of the
actual birth may not be allowed if
complications arise. Check with your
providers regarding their comfort given
the expected events of YOUR labor and
birth and newborn care.

We reserve the right to limit or stop
photography/videotaping if at any time
the provider thinks it will interfere with
safe care. After all, that is why you
have chosen UWMC--for the safest
delivery possible!
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