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Radical constructivism: a perspective with deep roots in rationalist philosophy, that emphasizes the way in which the individual mind constructs what it takes to be reality. Scholars such as Claude Levi Strauss and Ernst von Glazersfeld are often identified with this view.

Constructivism: a more moderate view in which the mind constructs reality but within a systematic relationship to the external world. The names of Jean Piaget and George Kelly are often associated with this position.

Social constructivism: here it is argued that while the mind constructs reality in its relationship to the world, this mental process is significantly informed by influences from social relationships. Works of Lef Vygotsky and Jerome Bruner exemplify this approach. The work of Serge Moscovici and his colleagues on social representation often takes this view, but places special emphasis on the broad societal conventions in which the individual participates.

Social constructionism: here the primary emphasis is on discourse as the vehicle through which self and world are articulated, and the way in which such discourse functions within social relationships. This is the pervasive—though not exclusive theme of the present volume.

Sociological constructionsim: here the emphasis is on the way understanding self and world are influenced by the power that social structures (such as schools, science, and government) exert over people. Works of Henri Giroux and Nikolas rose are illustrative.

� Definitions have been literally copied from Gergen. Underlining has been added by the presenters.





