Critical Reading Skills for Informatics
Critical reading skills are a mainstay of the humanities and most of the social sciences. The skill is not limited to those disciplines however. Being able to read a scientific article critically gives the reader a more thorough knowledge of how the argument in the text works, what context the article was written in and how the article can be read for individual use. I’ve included some links at the end of this page you can refer to that outline different steps for critical reading and writing. I’ve basically compiled my own list from a combination of these sites, personal teaching experience and from the syllabi of classes I’ve taken. The key is to get involved with the text. Try and understand what the author is doing and for whom (even if it seems like a clear example of scientific writing). There is always a context and a paradigm out of which any work appears.

1.
Determine the central claims of the text, how are the claims argued and 
developed.

2.
What is the context? The author’s, the intended audience’s, the scientific 
paradigm out of which the work comes...

3.
Is there a clear methodology discussed in the text? Does the author present 
organize the article in a specific way that identifies its placement within a certain 
discipline? Examples could be is the research reported empirical, qualitative, or 
quantitative, was it written for a professional audience, was it peer reviewed, etc.
4.
What evidence does the author give? How is it presented? Is it authoritative? 
How is it interpreted?

5.
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the argument?
6.
If the article is based on research of specific groups, how does the researcher 
represent the subjects? Is there bias towards any one group or type of subject? 
How does choice of subject influence study outcomes and the final article?
7.
Coming from your own context how do you understand the article and the 
conclusions?

More Resources...

University of Washington - Bothell Campus Library

http://www.bothell.washington.edu/library/guides/reading.html
Critical Reading towards Critical Writing

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/critrdg.html
Fundamentals of Critical Reading

http://www.critical-reading.com/index.html
What this means for you...
In addition to doing the readings for the course and preparing the reading questions, I want you to take a few minutes before class on Tuesday and write down a few things that came up through your critical reading of the article. This doesn’t have to be formal but I do expect to be able to tell that you done more than skim the material and that you given it some thought. One paragraph should be enough. I’m looking for something along the lines of:

I found it interesting that Carola Westermeyer (1953) in her article “Hands Off” stated that “closed shelves” are the best system for public libraries because they prevent the books from getting abused or stolen. I noticed that this article was originally written in German in the 1950’s and translated to English. I wonder what roles time period and country play in her decision that this is a good idea.
At the beginning of class on Tuesdays I will collect these and use them to help us get the discussion started. 

You’ll only be given a “(”or a “–“for these. They won’t make or break your grade but will certainly throw a positive light on things if you complete them all, besides the more insightful responses we have the better the discussion will be...and that’s something all of us want!

Most of all...enjoy writing them.
