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Paying Attention to Moving Americans

Migration Knowledge in the Age of Internal Migration, 1930s–1970s

James N. Gregory

Twomass-marketbooksreachedbookstoresinlate1972andearly1973:A Na-
tion of StrangersbyVancePackard,ajournalistandpopsociologist,andThe 
Moving AmericanbyGeorgePierson,ahistorianatYale.Bothcalledattention
towhattheauthorsconsideredveryhighratesofgeographicmobility,echo-
ingapatternofjournalisticandacademicliteraturethatforseveraldecades
hadfocusedoninternalmigration,relocationsofAmericansacrossstatelines
andfromfarmstocitiestosuburbs.Packard,achroniclerofsocialtrends,con-
sideredmobilityaphenomenonthatAmericansneededtowatchandworry
about,asthetitle’sreferenceto“strangers”indicates.Usingtermslike“rest-
less”and“uprooted,”hearguedthatgeographicmobilityhadthepotentialto
harmcommunities,families,andpersonalitiesandtoproduceloneliness,dis-
orientation,andsocialfragmentation.1ThehistorianPiersoncelebratedthe
mobilityofAmericans,emphasizeditscontinuityovertime,andarguedthat
itwaspartof“theAmericancharacter.”Ocean-andmountain-crossingpio-
neershadbuilthisAmerica,andtohimgeographicmobilityshowedaspirit
ofyearning,ambition,andself-reinventionthatbodedwellforthenation’s
future.2
 Reflectingtwodifferentdisciplinarytraditions—sociologyandsocialdis-
location,historyandAmericancharacter—thesebookscappedalongperiod
ofpublicandacademicinterestinmovingAmericans.Toreadthemistore-
visitatimewheninternalmigrationcompetedwithcross-borderimmigration
forheadlinesandwhenmultipleinstitutionsofknowledgeproductionand
knowledgecirculationfocusedontheproblemofmobility.Theperiodfrom
the1930stothe1970swasthegoldenageofmigrationresearch,whenpublic
fundsandpublicinterestfueledstudiesbysociologists,demographers,econo-
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278 Gregory

mists,andhistorians;andwhen journalists,novelists,andmassentertain-
mentindustriesspreadscholarship’sresultsbeyondcampuswalls.Theinter-
facebetweenscholarsandpublicsatthattimeisworthyofourconsideration.
Migrationscholarstoday—atamomentwhenmorepeoplearoundtheworld
areinmotionandlivingoutsidenatalcountriesthanatperhapsanytimein
humanhistory—seemlesscapableofinfluencingbroadpublicsthaninthe
ageofinternalmigration.
 Thischapterexplorestherhythmsofmigrationstudies.Ittracestheshifts
that have occurred in the relationship between producers of migration re-
searchandtheinstitutionsofcommunicationthatcangiveaddedsocialand
politicalsignificancetothisresearch.Itwillalsodiscusstherelationshipbe-
tweentwoofthedisciplinesthatproducemigrationstudies.Historiansand
socialscientistshavenotonlydifferedinmethodsandfindingsbutalsointer-
actedondifferenttermswiththepopularmedia.Analyzingthedifferences
canhelpusthinkaboutwhatmightbedonetowidenthechannelsofpublic
accessforcurrentstudies.Doingsoisimportant,becausemigrationknowl-
edgeisitselfsignificantinthesocialsystemsthatconditionandrespondto
migration.Whenitcirculateswidely,migrationresearchhelpssettheterms
formigrationdecisions,migrationreceptions,migrationpolitics,andalsomi-
grantidentityformation.3

The Age of Internal Migration

Migration was once front-page news. In nearly every mass medium, from
newspaperstomagazines, toradioandtelevision, tofilmandfiction,even
popularmusic,thetopicofmovingAmericanscaptivatedthepublic.Thefic-
tionisperhapsbestrememberedtoday.NovelslikeThe Grapes of Wrath,Native 
Son, Invisible Man,Go Tell It on a Mountain,The Dollmaker,andOn the Road
remindusofatimewhenmigrationwastreatedasacomplexsocialandper-
sonalissueandwhenmobilitywasthoughttobeemblematicofsomecen-
tralpartoftheAmericanexperience.4Thepatternsofpopularityshowupin
theReaders’ Guide to Periodical Literature,whichhasbeenindexingmagazine
articlessincethe1890s.
 Figure 12.1 shows the number of articles indexed in five-year intervals
under twosubjectheadings:U.S. immigration/emigrationand internalmi-
gration.5Notice thefluctuating interest in immigrationversus internalmi-
gration,whichfollowsreasonablycloselychangesinAmericanimmigration
lawsandmigrationpatterns.Therewerefewarticlesaboutinternalmigration
untilthedebatesoverimmigrationwereresolvedwiththepassageoftheIm-
migrationRestrictionActof1924.Thelittlehumpofarticlesoninternalmi-
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grationarticlesduringtheFirstWorldWarandearly1920sis largelyabout
blackmigrationoutof theSouth.Butas thedoorsshutandthevolumeof
immigrationfromEuropeandAsiaplummeted,popularmagazinesshifted
theirfocus.Inthe1930sdomesticmobilitybecameanimportantsubject,with
thenumberofarticlesexceedingimmigrationarticlesduringthetenyearsof
1935to1944.WiththeendoftheSecondWorldWarasurgeofarticlesabout
warrefugees,braceros,andtheMcCarranActtemporarilyrenewedinterest
inborder-crossingmigrants,althoughattentiontointernalmigrationalsore-
mainedstrongandbecamedominantagaininthe1960sand1970s.Thegraph
confirmsthatthehalf-centuryfromthe1930sthroughthe1970swaswhenin-
ternalmigrationheldthepublic’sattention.
 Thesameperiodwasalsotheheydayofinternalmigrationstudiesforso-
cialscientists.Figure12.2displaysthenumberofarticlespublishedinthirty-
sevensociology journalscataloguedby the JSTORConsortium.Theyaredi-
videdbetweenarticlesthatappeartobeaboutimmigrationoremigrationand
thosefocusedoninternalgeographicmobility.6
 Figure12.3expressesthesedataasapercentageofallarticlesinthesejour-
nals.Itshouldbeemphasizedthatthisdatabaseisfarfromcomplete.Itin-
cludesonlyaselectionofsociologyjournals.Anotherindicationofthevolume
ofinternalmigrationresearchbysociologists,economists,anddemographers
isfoundinthebibliographyRural- Urban Migration Research(1974),whichlists
1,232articlesandbooksonthesubject,mostofthempublishedbetween1955
and1973.7
 Historianswereequallycommittedto internalmigrationstudies.Figure

Figure 12.1 Popularmagazines:Immigrationandinternalmigrationarticlesindexed
byReaders’ Guide,1900–1984

P R O O FP R O O FP R O O F P R O O FP R O O FP R O O F

Tseng Proof • 2011.04.12 09:51 8855 Hoerder • Migrants and Migration • Sheet 300 of 424 Tseng Proof • 2011.04.12 09:51 8855 Hoerder • Migrants and Migration • Sheet 301 of 424



Figure 12.2 Sociologyjournals:Immigrationversusinternalmigrationarticles,1900–
1999

Figure 12.3 Sociologyjournals:Immigrationandinternalmigrationarticlesas
percentageofallarticles,1900–1999
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12.4isbasedonthirty-fourhistoryjournalscataloguedbyJSTOR.Thenumbers
arelessreliablethaninthefieldofsociology,becausehistoriansoftenusecre-
ativeandidiosyncratictitlesthatinterferewithkeywordsearches.ThusImay
havemissedarticlesthatwouldbecountedasbeingaboutinternalmigration.
Iwonderinparticularaboutthesmallnumberofarticlesondomesticmobility
themesindicatedinfigure12.4fortheperiod1940–64,becauseitconflicts
withtheimpressiongivenbytheHarvard Guide to American History,1954and
1974editions.Alsonoteworthyisthatthegraphshowsasurgeofhistorical
writingaboutimmigrationstartinginthe1950s,wellaheadofthesociologists,
whodonotwarmtothatsubjectuntilthe1980s.8

Migration Research

Letusbeginbybrieflyexaminingthedifferentkindsofresearchundertaken
bysocialscientistsandhistorians,beforeturningtotheinteractionsbetween
themassmediaandacademicmigrationresearchthathelpedkeeptheissue
beforethepublic.Migrationstudieshadbeenaconcernofresearcherssince
thelatenineteenthcentury,formingpartoftheemergingfieldsofdemogra-
phyandsociology.ForAmericanacademicsmuchoftheworkdonebeforethe
1930scenteredonimmigrationfromEuropeandAsiaandtwoformsofinter-
nalmigration:migrationfromfarmstocities;andtramping,orcasuallabor
migration.Theformerreflectedconcernsaboutcountrylifeandruraldepopu-

Figure 12.4 Historyjournals:Immigrationandinternalmigrationarticles,1900–1999
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lationandthewell-fundedfieldofruralsociology,thelatteranancientfasci-
nationwithtrampsandfearsofthemenacethattheyposedtostablesociety.
CarletonParker’sThe Casual Laborer and Other Essays(1919)andNelsAnder-
son’sThe Hobo: The Sociology of the Homeless Man(1923)werethemostfamous
ofthisgenerationofmobilitystudies.9
 Migration research exploded in resources and significance during the
GreatDepression,helpedbypublicanxietyabouttransientslookingforjobs
andreliefassistance.Federalagencies—notablytheDepartmentofAgricul-
ture,FederalEmergencyReliefAdministration,andWorksProgressAdmin-
istration—fundedscoresofstudiesfocusingontransientfamilies,migratory
farmworkers,theDustBowlexodus,andotherexamplesofpoverty-induced
labor migration. But scholars also seized the opportunity to think more
broadlyaboutpatternsofinterstatemobilityandtofinddataandmethods
thatimprovedunderstandingsofwhomoved,when,where,andwhy.C.War-
renThornwaite’sstudyInternal Migration in the United States(1934)andthe
follow-upMigration and Economic Opportunity(1936),withCarterGoodrichas
leadauthor,markedtheemergenceoffull-blown,massivelyfundedresearch
onnationalpatternsofmobility.Basedonworkbyhugeteamsofresearchers
whogathereddatafrompublicandprivatesourcesacrossthecountry,they
alsodevelopednewstatisticalmeasuresandnewformsofpresentation,in-
cludingmapswithdotsandmapswitharrows.Anotherteam,ledbyDorothy
SwaineThomasfortheSocialScienceResearchCouncil,expandedthesearch
fordataandimprovedmethods.10
 All of this set the stage for changes in government data collection: first
witharevisedquestionnaireforthe1940census,featuringasetofquestions
aboutwherepeoplehadlivedfiveyearsearlier, thenwiththedevelopment
ofCurrentPopulationSurveysstartingin1941.Theculminatingpublication
of thisdrive to improvedataandmapcontemporaryandhistoricalmigra-
tion patterns may have been Population Distribution and Economic Growth: 
United States, 1870–1950 (1957–64),athree-volumecompendiumfundedby
theRockefellerFoundationandproducedbyateamledbySimonKuznetsand
DorothySwaineThomas.11
 Anotherresearchdirectionfocusedonthesocialandpersonaldimension
ofmigration.Thisworkwasgroundedintheoriesofdislocationandassimi-
lationthatsociologistsattheUniversityofChicagohaddevelopedtoexplain
theadjustmenttrajectoriesofimmigrantsfromeasternandsouthernEurope.
Starting in the 1920s and continuing through the next four decades, soci-
ologistswould ineffectdraw together thefigureof the immigrantand the
figureof the internalmigrant,applyingRobertPark’sconceptof the“mar-
ginalman”caughtbetweentwocultures,andthebroadertheoryofsequential
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adjustmentthatbecameknownas“race-relations”theory.Itisimportantto
clarifythatChicagorace-relationstheorywasfundamentallyatheoryofmi-
gration.Especiallyinitsearlyformulations,raceandethnicitywerelesssig-
nificantthanthetransitionfrompeasantcommunitytocomplexurbanen-
vironment.Thepeasant,whetherfromPolandorAmerica,whetherJewish,
black, orAnglo-American Protestant, wasunderstood to experience a trau-
maticsetofchallengesinthecitythatwouldtakeplaceingroupcontextsand
followapredictablesetofstages,fromconflictandsocialdisorganizationto
socialreorganizationandeventualassimilation.12Inhundredsofurbanad-
justment studies that centered on black migrants, Appalachian and other
southernwhites,andalsoonnorthernwhiteswhomovedfromfarmtocity,
socialscientistsfromthe1930stothe1970sunderstooddomesticmigration
asadislocatingexperiencenotmuchdifferentfromimmigrationacrossbor-
dersandnationalcultures.Usingtheconceptof“uprooting”andlookingfor
symptomsoftrauma,theycollectedevidenceof“maladjustment”andevalu-
atedpotentialsforeventualassimilation.13
 HistorianswerealsowritingaboutmovingAmericans,butindifferentways.
Formuchoftheperiodtheydidnotevenusethesameterminology—rarely
mentioning“migrants”until the1960s,writingaboutpioneersandsettlers
instead.Theonesubgenreofhistoricalliteraturethatdidusetheterm“mi-
gration”showsjusthowmuchthedisciplineswereatvariance.Whenhisto-
riansbefore1960usedthelabel“theGreatMigration”inthetitlesofbooks
andarticles,theyrarelyreferredtoAfricanAmericansleavingtheSouth.Their
GreatMigrations involvedEnglishpeoplecomingtoAmerica in theseven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries or their descendents moving west on the
OverlandTrail.14
 Thedifferingterminologyreflectedotherdisjuncturesbetweenthedisci-
plines. Anglo Americans were the usual migrants of interest to historians
throughoutmuchofthisperiod.AlthoughCarlWittkehadaddedotherEuro-
peanstothefieldofimmigrationhistorywithWe Who Built Americain1939,
followed by Marcus Lee Hanson’s The Atlantic Migration (1940) and Oscar
Handlin’sBoston’s Immigrants (1941),andalthoughCarterG.Woodsonand
theJournal of Negro Historyhadinitiatedasubgenreofwritingbyblackschol-
arsaboutblackmigrationevenearlier,neitheroftheseenterprisesregistered
stronglywithmainstreamhistoriansuntilthe1950s.Thehistoricalprofession
remainedriveted to themigrationdramasof thedistantpast, thesagasof
movementacrossspacethatconnectedtoissuesofAmericanfoundationsand
American expansion. Explorers, settlers, and colonizers who moved across
theAtlanticintheseventeenthandeighteenthcenturies;andfrontiersman,
goldrushers,landrushers,farmbuilders,townbuilders,andotherwestward-
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284 Gregory

moving(mostlyAnglo-American)pioneersofthenineteenthcentury—these
werethemovingAmericansmostinterestingtothehistoricalprofessionuntil
lateintheageofinternalmigration.
 Yetthequestionsthathistoriansaskedwerebroaderthanthoseofsocial
scientists.Thehistorians’projectwasusuallygroundedinthefrontiertheory
oftheturn-of-the-centuryhistorianFrederickJacksonTurner.Turner’sthesis
emphasizedaparticularkindofspace—thefrontier—asazoneofcontinu-
ousmigrationandcommunitybuilding.Theexistenceofafrontiershaped
Americanpoliticaldevelopment,sustainingopportunity,individualism,and
democracythroughoutthefirstcenturyofthenation’shistory.Forhistorians
writingaboutearlyAmericanmigration,settlementbecamethechiefanalytic
concern,andithadseveraldimensions.Assettlers,migrantswereunderstood
tohavenotonlyapersonalstakeinrelocationbutalsoacommunity-building
andsociety-buildingstake.Historiansineffectfollowedtheirmigrantsfur-
therthansociologistsdid,connectinggeographicmovementtohistoricalout-
comesinawaythatthesocialscienceswouldnotdo.
 TheTurnerianagendaalsomeantthathistoriansmostlyemployedadif-
ferenttoneandvaluationscheme.Themigrantsappearinginhistoricalre-
searchenduredhardshiptransitionsandcameoutoftheexperiencenottrau-
matized,asthesociologistsworried,butreinvented.Theywerelessapttobe
understoodasvictimsofmigrationexperiencesandmorelikelytobemasters
oftheirownfate.Ashistorianstoldit,migrationinearliercenturieshadbeen
anempoweringexperience,keytothemakingofAmerica.

Journalism and Mass Circulation

Scholarsnowadaysunderstandthattheproductionofanideaortextissepa-
ratefromitscirculationandimpact,thatifagreattheoryremainsunreaditis
probablynotverygreatatallinitsowntime,oratleastthattherearediffer-
encesbetweenideasthatcirculatewidelyandthosethatdonot.Journalism,
popularfiction,andtheentertainmentmediaarekeymechanismsofcircula-
tion;theyarecapableofspreadingideasbothtobroadaudiencesandtoinflu-
entialelitesandalsoareoftenresponsiblefortranslatingcomplexideasinto
newforms,changingthemintheprocess.Journalism(broadlydefined)and
academicresearchhavelongbeenpairedinthisway.Someofthefounding
scholarsinthefieldsofsociology,politicalscience,andeconomicsworkedas
newspapermen,aprimeexamplebeingRobertPark,theleaderoftheUniver-
sityofChicago’sfamousSociologyDepartment.Parkhadearlierspenteleven
yearsasanewspaperreporterandeditorand,asRolfLindnerargues,hisChi-
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cagobrandofsociologydevelopedasetofmethodsandorientationsthatre-
flectedacommitmentto“urbanreportage.”15
 Itwasatwo-wayrelationship.Journalistsmonitoredkeyareasofsocialsci-
ence,harvestingcompellingstoriesandissues.Theyinturnflaggedsomeof
theissuesinwaysthatsetagendasforresearchers.Agoodexampleisthecir-
culationthatbeganwithPaulTaylor,thelaboreconomistatBerkeleywhodis-
coveredandnamedtheDustBowlmigration.HisarticleinSurvey Graphic,
“Again the Covered Wagon” (1935), noted the movement into California of
thousandsof“droughtrefugees”lookingforworkinthecottonfieldsofSan
JoaquinValley.16Magazinesandnewspapersjumpedonthestory,attracted
byandreplicatingTaylor’sdramaticallycontrastingmetaphors:refugeeand
covered-wagonpioneer.Thatinturnopenedthedoorfordozensofresearch
projects, includingamassiveoneby theBureauofAgriculturalEconomics
thatsurveyedthechildrenofrecentmigrantsinthousandsofschoolsinCali-
fornia.Congressgotintotheact,establishingtheTolanCommitteein1939to
investigate“theInterstateMigrationofDestituteCitizens,”accompaniedby
morefunding,morestudies,morejournalism,andoneextraordinarynovel
thatworkedthetensionbetweenrefugeeandcoveredwagonintooneofthe
classicsofAmericanliterature.TheroadtoThe Grapes of Wrathhadbegun
withPaulTaylorandgonebackandforthbetweenthelinkedworldsofsocial
science,history,andjournalism.
 Whilejournalistsinthe1930sandearly1940shadinteractedreadilywith
socialscientistsstudyingthepovertymigrationsoftheDepressionandthe
defensemigrationsofthewaryears,itwasnotuntilthe1950sthatotheras-
pects of social-science-based migration research began to move out of the
academyandintojournalismandpopulardiscussion.Beforethenmigration
wasalmostalwaysjournalisticallyframedasasocialproblem,linkedeither
to poverty, the decline of farming, or challenging impacts on cities. In the
1950sand1960s thenewdemographicdatahelped fuelasurgeofpopular
interestinthehighratesofmobilityamongallsortsofAmericansandinthe
socialandpsychological implicationsofrelocation.Wecanseethesubject
shift infigure12.5,whichshows thechangingdistributionofarticlescata-
loguedunderthreesubcategoriesofmigrationintheReaders’ Guide:(1)black
migration,(2)migrantlabor,and(3)themoregeneralcategoriesof“mobility,”
includingthesubjectterms“moving”and“internalmigration.”Noticethat
notuntilthe1950sdidthegeneral“mobility”categoriesbecameimportant.
Muchofwhatwaswritteninthe1930sand1940swasindexedunderthelabel
“migrantlabor”andincludedarticlesonOkies,farmworkers,otheritinerant
workers,andthedefensemigrantsoftheSecondWorldWar.
 The ups and downs of “black migration” articles are revealing. Initially
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dominatingmagazinepublishingabout internalmigrationduringtheFirst
WorldWarandtheearly1920s, thissubjectheadingalmostdisappearsbe-
tweenthe1930sandthelate1950s.Thisdoesnotmeanthatjournalistshad
stopped writing about black migrants, but it does indicate a different way
ofwritingandindexingthatreflectstheinfluenceofsociologicalthinking.17
Sociologicalresearchinthe1930sand1940sdeemphasizedrace,particularly
inconnectionwithmigration.AfricanAmericanswereunderstoodtobeex-
periencingatransitionfrompeasantry,aswerewhitefarm-to-citymigrants.
Thisperspectiveseemstohaveinfluencedjournalism.Insteadofwritingdi-
rectlyaboutthesecondGreatMigrationthatbeganduringtheSecondWorld
WarandhadsuchpowerfuleffectsoncitiesacrosstheNorthandWest,maga-
zines usually folded black migrants into stories about “defense migrants,”
coveringwhitemigrantsaswell,ofteninwaysthatdeemphasizedracialdiffer-
ences.Typicalheadlinesinthe1940sinclude“WhithertheMigrants”(News-
week),“StrangersinTown”(Survey),and“RollingTideofWarMigrants”(New 
York Times Magazine).Itwasnotuntilthelate1950s,ascivilrightsstruggles
heatedup,thatstoriesonblackmigrationreturnedtothemagazineheadlines.
Herearesomefrom1958,thelasttwopromptedbyashort-livedsegregation-
istproposaltodeportblackswhodemandedcivilrights:“RaceProblemMoves
North” (U.S. News and World Report),“FarFlowingNegroTide” (Newsweek),
“SenatorRussellWantsNegroestoMove”(U.S. News and World Report),and
“TicketsforNegroes?”(Newsweek).

Figure 12.5 SubthemesofarticlesoninternalmigrationindexedbyReaders’ Guide,
1900–1984
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 Anewcategoryofpostwarjournalismmaybediscernedfromtheheadlines
ofotherarticlesfrom1958,indexedunderthegenericheadingsof“mobility,”
“moving,”and“internalmigration”:

—AmericansontheMovetoNewJobs,NewPlaces(Life)
—40MillionontheMove(American Home)
—Don’tMoveUntilYouReadThis(Good Housekeeping)
—IfYouHavetoMove(House and Garden)
—ChildinaNewNeighborhood(New York Times Magazine)
—NewFamilyinTown(McCall’s).

 Thissecondbatchofarticlesrevealsanewfascinationwithdemographic
numbersthatinthepostwaryearswerewidelyreportedinthenewsmedia
andconvincedAmericansthattheirsocietyhasbecomehighlyanduniquely
mobile. Second, they reveal an interest in the mobility of “ordinary” white
familiesandtheirmovementfromcitiestosuburbsandfromeasttowest.
Third,andmostimportant,theyrevealthedimensionthatsustainedmuchof
thepopularattentiontomigrationthroughoutthemiddletwentiethcentury:
afascinationwithitspsychologicalimplications.

The Dislocated American

Migrationstudiesattractedmediaattentioninpartbecauseofperceivedso-
cialproblems,inpartbecauseofexcitingnewdata,butalsoinpartbecause
ofa setofexciting ideas—theories thatwerecaptivating in their logic and
implications.Amongtheseideaswerethesocialadjustmentandsocialdis-
locationtheoriesmentionedearlier,whichwerepartofalargerfascination
withtheinsightsofsocialpsychology.InThe Romance of American Psychology
EllenHermanexploreshowinthedecadesfollowingtheSecondWorldWar,
psychological theory and psychological experts “carved out a progressively
largersphereofsocialinfluence”thatextendedthroughmanyacademicdisci-
plinesandpolicyarenas,andthatfundamentallyreshapeddiscourseandcul-
ture,seeping“intovirtuallyeveryfacetofexistence.”18ForeducatedAmericans
ofthepostwargeneration,socialpsychologyofferedanentrancingtheoryof
theselfandsociety—anunder-the-hoodglimpseintothesocialmechanisms
that supposedly structuredpersonaldevelopment and into thepsychologi-
calmechanismsthatsupposedlystructuredsocialproblems.Fascinationwith
theinsightsofsocialpsychologyanimatedanynumberofpublicdebatesand
mediacrusadesinthepostwarperiod,includingcampaignsagainstracism,
bigotry,andthe“authoritarianpersonality.”Migrationwasoneofthearenas
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wherethesedebatesandcrusadeswereplayedout,andanimportantone,as
journalistsandnovelistsjoinedsociologistsandpsychologistsinunderstand-
ingmigrationasadisorientingprocessthatproducedstressfuladjustments
atapersonalandsociallevel.
 Socialandpsychologicaladjustmenttheorieshadbeencrossingoverinto
migrationjournalismandpopularliteratureforsometimebythe1940s,show-
ingupinthewaysubjectswereframedandinthecirculationofkeytermslike
“uprooted,”“socialdisorganization,”and“marginalman.”Thepopularizers
oftenmisunderstoodthetheoryanduseditselectivelyandinwaysthatboth-
eredtheexperts,andmuchofwhattheywereborrowingandtranslatingwas
consideredoutofdatebysocialscientists.Itisbesttothinkoftheprocess
notasaclosetranslationofideasbutasamediationthattransformedideas
evenasitgavethemmuchwidercirculationandpotentiallygreatpotency.
Thiscirculationandmediationcanbeseeninmanyofthemigrationnovels
oftheday,includingsuchclassicsasRichardWright’sNative Son,inwhich
theauthortriedtoincorporatemigrationtheoryoftheChicagosociologists.
Hismaincharacter,BiggerThomas, isamigrantdisorientedbythetransi-
tionfromruralcommunitytobewilderingbigcity,anddoublymarginalized
becauseofhis race.RalphEllison’s Invisible Man also takeskeyconstructs
frommigrationandmarginalizationtheoryandmayhaveevenoweditstitle
toPark’swell-traveledconceptofthemarginalman.Otherborrowingsareevi-
dentinGo Tell It on a MountainbyJamesBaldwinandThe Dollmaker(1954),
HarriettArnow’snovelaboutawhiteAppalachianfamilystrugglingandfail-
inginDetroit.19
 Thesebookswerepartofabroadersystemofpopularizationthatincluded
journalismandentertainmentmedia.Wemaynotrecognizethefinerpoints
ofacademictheoryintheproliferationofcomedicfilms,televisionsituation
comedies,andpopularsongsthatfocusedondislocatedAmericansintheera
of internalmigration,manyofwhichusedtheoldtropeof therube inthe
citytoachievetheir laughs.Butit isnocoincidencethatsomeofthemost
popularentertainmentproductionsofthetimefeaturedmigrantsandtheir
adjustmenttravails—fromAmos ’n Andyonradiointhe1930s,throughThe 
Beverly Hillbillies,themostpopulartelevisionshowofthe1960s,tocountry
music’sendlesssongsaboutwanderersandhomesickness.Whatanimatedall
ofthiswasaconcernwithdislocation,uprooting,andbeingoutofplacethat
hadbeenelevatedoutofacademicpublishingandintopublicdiscourse.The
movingAmericanwas thedislocatedAmerican,engaging inacomplicated
personaltransition.Thiswasthekernelofthesocialtheorythatartists,jour-
nalists,andeventelevisionproducersseizeduponinthegreatageofmigra-
tionwriting.BiggerThomaswasoutofplace,TheJoadswereoutofplace.The 
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Real McCoysandThe Beverly Hillbillieswereoutofplace.Andallofthisout-of-
placenesswasthoughttobeofgreatconsequence.20
 VancePackardbroughtthedislocatedAmericanconversationtoapointof
culminatingclaritywhenhepublishedA Nation of Strangersin1972.Through-
outhiscareerPackardprofitedfromtheinteractionbetweenacademiaand
journalism. The most famous of the tribe of journalists who read, reinter-
preted,andpopularizedtheworkofsocialscientists,Packardwasemblem-
atic of the way ideas moved across the academic barrier. His biographer
DanielHorowitzdetailsthetensionsintherelationship.Ashecrankedout
asequenceofbestsellingbooksofsocialcriticismstartingwithThe Hidden 
Persuaders(1957),Packardfacedharshreviewsfromacademicswhoaccused
him of sensationalizing, oversimplifying, and otherwise misusing research
andwhoresentedhisabilitytoreachaudiencesfarlargerthantheirown.21
Packard’sbooksfedthepopularfascinationwithsocialpsychologyevenas
heplunderedselectbitsofacademicresearch.Whetherhewaswritingabout
theanxiousmiddleclass(The Status Seekers),thecultureofaffluenceandcor-
porate planned obsolescence (The Waste Makers), or threats to privacy and
individualityposedbygovernmentandcorporatesurveillance(The Naked So-
ciety),hisbooksclimbedthebestsellerlistsbyidentifyingdisturbingtrends
andissuesincontemporarylifeanddeliveringamixofsharpcriticismand
whatreaderstooktobeup-to-dateresearch.
 In1968Packardturnedhisattentiontorecentreportsanddataoninternal
migration,especiallythestatisticthatclosetofortymillionAmericans,19per-
centofthepopulation,changedresidenceeachyear.FouryearslaterA Nation 
of Strangersappearedwiththefanfarethatusuallygreetedhisbooksandim-
mediatelymadethenonfictionbestsellerlistoftheNew York Times,reaching
thenumbersixspotandremaininginthetoptenforeightweeks.22Thebook
focusedonwhatPackardtooktobehistoricallyhighratesofmobilitywhile
working with notions of the dislocated American that he culled selectively
fromsocialadjustmentandmentalhealthstudies.Packard’sargumentwas
thatexcessmobility,ofteninservicetocorporationsthatcasuallyshiftjobs
andpeoplefromplacetoplace,disruptslivesandcommunities,creatinga
rootlessanddisorientedpeople,anationofstrangers.
 WhilefriendlyarticlesintheLadies’ Home Journalandsomeotherpopu-
larvenueshelpedtopromotethebook,sociologistshammeredA Nation of 
Strangers and its author.23 The American Journal of Sociology invited three
scholarstoevaluatethebookinaspecialsymposium.AmosHawley,Claude
Fischer,andBrianBerrywereunanimousindismissingitsconclusions,itsre-
search,andespeciallyitscorelogic,pointingoutthattherewasnoreasonto
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believethatratesofmobilitywerehigherthantheyhadbeeninthepast,nor
that“becausewearemobile...wearea‘nationofstrangers.’”Invoicingthese
criticismstheyimplicitlydistancedthemselvesfromthebodyofscholarlylit-
eraturethatPackardandotherjournalistshadbeenhighlighting.Hehadbor-
rowedhisthesisofthedislocatedAmericanfromdecadesofsociologicalre-
search,albeitwhiletakingitoutofcontext,twistingsomeofitsmeanings,and
milkingitsalarmistpotentials—allofwhichwerestandardconsequencesof
thecomminglingofjournalismandsocialscience.24
 GeorgePierson’sThe Moving Americanachievednowherenearthesalesof
Packard’sbookbutsufferedthesamesortofcriticismatthehandsofaca-
demicreviewers,whofound itunderresearched, inconsistent inargument,
andoutofdate.Pierson,theYalehistorian,hadbeenworkingonthisbook
foryears,probablydecades.The Moving American,clearlyintendedforagen-
eralaudience,iswritteninabreezystyleandconsistsofdiscreteessaysthat
donotreadilycohere,someofthembarelyrevisedversionsofarticlesthat
Piersonhadbeenpublishingsincetheearly1940s.HesharesPackard’sview
thatexcessmobilitycanbedangerous.ButtheTurnerianAmericandominates
ashemovesbackintohistory,showingthemigrantasapioneer,abuilder,
thequintessentialAmerican.RowlandBerthoffandWilliamGottesmanwere
harshintheirreviews,ridiculingPierson’sattempttofashionanewtheory
ofmigration(whichhecalledthe“M-factor”)basedonprinciplesintroduced
bythedemographersE.G.RavensteinandEverettLee.Thereviewerswere
equallyimpatientwithhisresearch,notingthatheignoredtheworkofso-
cialhistorianswhoformorethanadecadehadbeenrevisingunderstandings
ofeighteenth-andnineteenth-centurymobilityandcommunitypatternsand
whonolongerembracedtheoverlypsychologizedandmonolithicconceptof
“Americancharacter.”25
 Bothbooksstandasend-of-an-eramarkers,highlightingandsummarizing
perspectivesthatwerestillcirculatingoutsidetheacademybutwerenolonger
fashionableinside.Theyalsomarktheendofarelationshipthatenabledsome
oftheresearchtoreachabroaderpublic,helpingagenerationofAmericans
toseemobilityasasubjectofinterestandofsomeimportance.

Losing Public Attention

Sincethe1970spublicawarenessofmovingAmericanshasfaded.Newsmedia
andotherpopularvenueshavebeenlesseagerthanbeforetocirculateinfor-
mationaboutmobility.Wenolongerseemagazinestorieslikethosethatran
in1958aboutmovingday,strangersintown,ormillionsofAmericanschang-
ingresidenceorleavingcities.Inpartthisreflectschangesinmigrationpat-
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terns.Americanshavebecomelessmobilesincetheearly1970s.Eachyear
from1948,whentheCensusBureaubeganitsCurrentPopulationSurvey,until
1970,roughly19percentofAmericanswouldreportachangeofresidencein
theprevious twelvemonths.Rates thenbeganaslowdecline, falling toan
averageof17percentmovingperyearinthe1980s,16percentinthe1990s,and
14percentsince2000,droppingto11.9percentintherecessionyearof2008.26
 Whiledomesticmobilityhasslowed,journalistshaverefocusedtheirat-
tentiononthedramaticallyincreasedvolumeofcross-borderimmigration.
TheImmigrationReformActof1965wasalmosttenyearsoldbeforemaga-
zinesbegantocatchon.The“boatpeople,”refugeesfromVietnam,Cuba,and
Haiti,wereoftenintheheadlinesinthe1970s,butconcernaboutillegalim-
migrationandcuriosityaboutthenewdemographyofimmigration,largely
fromAsianandLatinAmericancountries,soonfollowed.Asetofheadlines
fromU.S. News and World Reportsuggeststhescopeofmagazinecoveragein
the1970s:

—NowaGrowingSurgeofImmigrantsfromAsia(1973)
—HowMillionsofIllegalAliensSneakintoU.S.(1974)
—RisingTideofImmigrantstoU.S.(1975)
—LatestWaveofImmigrantsBringsNewProblemstoU.S.(1976)
—U.S.OpensItsDoorstotheFloatingRefugees”(1977)
—StillaLandofRefuge”(1979)
—NowIt’sHaiti’sBoatPeopleCominginaFlood(1979).

 Then in the 1980s media attention soared. Readers’ Guide Retrospective
identifiesalmostasmanymagazinearticlesonimmigrationinthefirstthree
yearsofthe1980s(131)ashadbeenprintedinthetwopreviousdecadescom-
bined(160).27
 Journalists did continue to write about certain internal migration se-
quences, especially those involving rearrangements of political power and
race.TheSunbeltmigrationbecameastoryinthelate1970sandgainedim-
portance through the 1980s and early 1990s, as the South reversed its his-
toricroleasapopulation-sendingregionandstartedtopullmillionsofjobs
andpeopleoutoftheNortheastandMidwest.Gentrificationmigrationsalso
earnedheadlinesinthesameperiod,aswhitesmovedbackintothebigcities,
raisingpropertyvalues,transformingurbanspaces,andchangingbalances
ofpowerwithintheurbanelectorate.Therewassomeattentiontothemove-
mentofblackfamilies,focusingbothontheirrelocationfromcentralcities
intothesuburbsandalsoonthereturnmigrationofAfricanAmericanstothe
South,whichjournalistshighlightedasoneoftheironiceffectsoftheSunbelt
surge.28
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 Buttherehavebeennoticeabledifferencesinthetoneaswellasthevolume
ofinternalmigrationjournalismsincethemid-1970s.Populationmovements
withintheUnitedStatesarereportedwithoutmuchsenseofurgency,mostly
ascuriousphenomenathatreadersmayfindinteresting.Whensignificance
attachestothesedemographicchanges,itisprimarilyonthelevelofpolitics
andtheeconomy.TheSunbeltshiftistakentobeimportantfortheregions
thatwerelosingandgainingjobs,people,andvotingpower.Whathasbeen
missingisthetensepersonalandsocialdimensionthatanimatedjournalism
duringtheageofinternalmigration.Theissuesofadjustmentarenolonger
atthecenteroroftenevenpartofthestory.ThemovingAmericanisnolonger
thedislocatedAmerican.Movingisnowtakentobeonlymildlyinterestingon
bothapersonalandsociallevel.Peoplemove.Sowhat?
 The“sowhat”inearlierdecadeshadcomefromsociologicalandpsycho-
logicaltheory,anditsabsencefromcurrentjournalismrevealsanimportant
shiftinAmericanintellectuallife.Thepassingoftheageofbigsociological
theoryandparticularlysocialpsychologytheoryhasregisteredinAmerican
journalismsincethe1970s.IthaschangedthewayAmericansunderstandmi-
grationandmuchmore.Academicsnowworkeitherwithsmaller theories
thatlackthepowertointerestjournalistsoraresocomplexandunwieldy(as
withpoststructuralismofvariouskinds) that reporters ignore them.Social
scienceresearchstillfindsitswayintonewspapersandmagazines,butjour-
nalistsseemmoreinterestedinnewdatathanintheanalysisthatscholars
develop.Especiallysincethe1980s,itseemsthatsocialresearchfindsfewer
outletsinthepopularmediaandthatthewallsbetweenacademicknowledge
andpublicknowledgehavegrownthicker.29
 Doesitmatterthatmigrationresearchnolongseemstocirculateandthat
important geographic mobility patterns remain unacknowledged in major
media,andthusaremuchlessvisibletobroaderpublicsthantheywouldhave
beenthirtyorfortyyearsago?Itcertainlymatterstothosewhodomigration
researchandtofundingagencies.Butitalsohasconsequencesformoving
AmericansandforallAmericans.
 Immigrationpoliticshavealmostcertainlybeenaffectedbythenewisola-
tionofacademicresearch.Journalistshavepaidscantattentiontothestudies
ofnewimmigrantsproducedbysociologists,demographers,andanthropolo-
gists. Newspapers will occasionally quote economists who debate whether
immigrationproduceseconomicgrowthordrainspublicresources,butany-
thing more complex is ignored. This includes work like Douglass Massey’s
well-documentedfindingthatmilitarizedbordershaveanunintendedcon-
sequence, turningtemporary illegal immigrants intopermanent illegal im-
migrantswhoareafraidtogohomebecausetheywillnotbeabletoreturn.

P R O O FP R O O FP R O O F

Tseng Proof • 2011.04.12 09:51 8855 Hoerder • Migrants and Migration • Sheet 314 of 424 Tseng Proof • 2011.04.12 09:51 8855 Hoerder • Migrants and Migration • Sheet 315 of 424



MovingAmericans 293

Despitetheobviousrelevancetocurrentpolicydebates,themassmediahave
failedtoexposeandexplorethisandotherresearch.30
 Ontheotherhand,theloweredlightingthatnowaccompaniessomemi-
grationsmayhavepositiveconsequences.Manyofthenewerpatternsofinter-
nalmigrationwouldhaveattractedjournalisticattention,andwithitheight-
enedcontroversy,agenerationago.Theblackfamilieswhohavebeenmoving
steadilyoutofcentralcitiesandintowhathadbeenlargelywhiteneighbor-
hoods;theLatinofamiliesmovingintowhathadbeenblackneighborhoodsas
wellaswhiteneighborhoods;thegayandlesbianredistributions—allofthese
fundamental rearrangementsofcitiesandsuburbshavebeen takingplace
withoutthekindofmediaattentionthatinthemid-twentiethcenturymight
haverampedupanxieties.
 The media spotlight is dimmer now; journalists are writing less about
domesticmigration,andthismeansthatmostAmericansarethinkingless
aboutwhoismovingandwhatmovingmeans.Themobilityitselfcontinues,
atratesthatarestillhighincomparisonwiththoseinmanyothersocieties.In
mostyearsclosetofortymillionAmericanschangeresidences,movingshort
distancesorlongdistances,sometimesradicallyshiftingpersonalcontexts,
sometimes rearranging neighborhoods or larger communities where they
settle.Thatwearenolongerpayingattentiontointernalmigrationdoesnot
alterthebasicpatternsofmovementandsettlement,butitdoeschangesome
ofthemeaningsandinteractions.
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