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Sponsor and Co-Sponsor
My sponsor, Dr. Ione Fine was my co-supervisor when I enrolled at the University of Washington Ph.D. program. Through conversations with Dr. Fine about my path in graduate school it became clear to me that our interests overlap, and I ultimately chose her as my primary advisor. I felt that Dr. Fine’s work would help me achieve my graduate school training goals, such as developing more concrete experimental design and programming skills, and deepening my knowledge about highly interesting topics such as the adaptability of the visual system. Her work on the visual consequences of sight restoration technology has made an important impact in the field. 
Dr. Fine is not only extremely knowledgeable about her field, but also an extraordinary teacher and mentor. In the several months I have worked with Dr. Fine I have worked at an accelerated pace and been highly productive, due to her energy and guidance. She is also an advocate for women in science, and recently published a correspondence in Nature about the lack of women in top-tier academic journals, inspiring me to continue through my graduate career and contribute to the slowly-growing female representation in science. The research environment she and the other PIs in the Vision and Cognition group have cultivated is creative and collaborative, and I am grateful to be learning from her. 
Dr. Geoffrey Boynton is my co-sponsor for the proposed project. He and Dr. Fine have written several publications investigating the consequences of sight restoration technologies. Drs. Fine and Boynton have already guided me in the conceptualization of the proposed research, especially in the generation of stimuli using Fourier analysis. Dr. Boynton is an expert in psychophysics and computational modeling, in addition to being an excellent resource for experimental design. He is well known in the field for his application of fMRI techniques to study the effects of attention on the visual cortex. During the time I have been at the University of Washington, Dr. Boynton has offered his time to assist me in understanding important concepts that are relevant to the proposed research. I have already learned a great deal from Dr. Boynton and expect to continue to do so as my graduate career progresses. 
Institution
The University of Washington (UW) is an outstanding academic-research institution with a long tradition in both basic and clinical research. There is extensive local expertise in the areas of visual perception and clinical expertise in the field of sight restoration within the Ophthalmology Department. Training and expertise in open science and reproducible research is provided by the eScience Institute.
Besides local expertise, well-known scientists, and researchers from the international scientific community are invited regularly for lectures, talks, and seminars. Many of these talks are organized by the Neuroscience graduate program, Auditory Neuroscience Training Program or the Vision Training grant, and include opportunities for interaction between graduate students and the visiting faculty, either during a lunch or one-on-one.

