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Course Description: 

Global developments, especially after the end of the 1980s, have generated more politics of identities and further construction and articulation of multiculturalism.  The fact that most nation-states are multicultural and some are even nations-states has rather vastly been documented.  Israel's experience is part of a broader global multicultural context.  It is a context of multiplicity of dimensions in which non-ruling communities challenge the state and generate various socioeconomic and cultural facets, inter alia- social class, ethnicity, religiosity, gender, sexual preferences, race, language, geographical space, immigration, and nationality.  
This course aims to analyze and understand what are the deepest meanings and ramifications of multiculturalism in the broader context of political power, resources, construction, reconstruction and deconstruction of identities, intersectional identities, law, rights discourse and social needs, conflicts, and social justice.  Furthermore, the course aims to debate- through using also primary sources- how the Israel experience contributes to our knowledge and understanding of global and transnational multiculturalism and plurality of ‘legal sociopolitical orders.’
The first part of the course is devoted to theoretical, philosophical, and empirical comprehension of trends and ontology of global multiculturalism.  We shall debate the place of law in its multiplicity and often contradictory dimensions, and public policy in that context.  The second part will focus on analysis of problems of multiculturalism in Israel, among both Jews and Arab-Palestinians.  We shall understand unexpected sociopolitical coalitions, politics of identities, social consciousness, state ideology, and legal ideology probing into the veiled aspects of Israel. Through class debates and class simulations students will be encouraged to analyze problems of multiculturalism from several perspectives using different theories.  Additionally, emphasize will be given to the boundaries between non-liberal communities and liberal communities, and between those communities, the state and neo-liberal globalization.  We shall discuss issues of cultural relativism, the liberal response, the critical communitarian response, and the place of law as a primary battle field of socioeconomic interests and cultural visions. In the third part, the course offers debates as to the abstraction of the main issues in global perspective and further understanding of the place of law and public policy in subduing, maintaining, controlling, constructing, articulating, marginalizing, and inciting multiculturalism in Israel and beyond.    
Assignments and Grading:  
Class Presentations [critical debates of reading material]-       15%

Class Participation-[attendance & class participation]    -        15%

Final Paper-           -[based on topics approved by instructor]  70%  
Schedule of Debates and Obligatory Class Readings:

Part I: Some Conceptual and Normative Guidelines 

On Multiculturalism--- September 12, September 13, September 14 [part I].
Amy Gutmann, Identity in Democracy (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2003) pp. 1- 37.
Ayelet Shachar, Multicultural Jurisdictions: Cultural Differences and Human Rights (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) pp. 17-44.
Gad Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005) pp. 27-44; 46-50; 53-57.
Part II: A Voice from Israel in Comparative Perspective 
State-Religion, Between the Private and the Public Spheres—September 14 [part II], September 15.
Alan Dowty, The Jewish State (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998) pp. 159-183.  
Martin Edelman, Courts, Politics, and Culture in Israel (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1994) pp. 48-72. 
Gad Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005) pp. 212-262.
Ayelet Shachar, Multicultural Jurisdictions: Cultural Differences and Human Rights (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) 45-62; 63-87.   
Ran Hirschl, "Constitutional Courts vs. Religious Fundamentalism: Three Middle Eastern Tales." Texas Law Review 82 (2004): 1819-1860.   
The Arab Minority- Multiculturalism and the Conflict –September 19

Samra Esmeir. “Law, History, Memory.” Social Text 21 (2): 25-48.

Ronen Shamir, “Suspended in Space: Bedouins under the Law of Israel” Law and Society Review 30 (2) 231-257.

Gad Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005) pp. 115-143.

Gender and Sexual Preferences in the Legal Field- September 20 

Hanna Herzog, Gendering Politics: Women in Israel (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999) 149-170.

Gad Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005) pp. 164-208.
Ayelet Shachar, Multicultural Jurisdictions: Cultural Differences and Human Rights (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) pp. 88-116
Pnina Lahav, “A Jewish State….to be Known as the State of Israel” A notes of Israel Legal Historiography.” Law and History Review 19 (2) (summer 2001).

http://historycooperative.press.uiuc.edu/journals/lhr/19.2/lahav.html
Ethnic Identity Groups- Mizrachi Jews, Soviet Immigrants, Ethiopian Jews.—September 21.  
Lahav, Ibid.
Yona Y., and Saporta I., 2002, Israel’s Politics of Lands and Dwelling: The republican Discourse and Its Pray.” Social Identities, Vol. 8, No. 1: 91-117.
Gad  Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005), pp. 262-278. 

Part III: Which Public Policy is Required: An Educated Voice from Toronto

Ran Hirschl, Towards Juristocracy: The Origins and Consequences of the  New Constitutionalism (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004) chapters 2, 6.  

Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), pp. 173-195

Ayelet Shachar, Multicultural Jurisdictions: Cultural Differences and Human Rights (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp 117-150.

Gad Barzilai, Communities and Law: Politics and Cultures of Legal Identities (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003, 2005), pp. 279- 311. 
For useful links to information about Israel, law, and Multiculturalism:

http://www.aisisraelstudies.org/Israel%20websites.htm
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