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  Welcome to the Comparative Vertebrate Biomechanics Lab at Friday Harbor Laboratories























  
  








  In this lab we apply principles from engineering and physics to living systems to better understand mechanics, materials, and structure in an evolutionary context. We often use marine fishes as investigative tools, but reptiles, amphibians and even the occasional invertebrate make an appearance in the lab.
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  The Principal Investigator
My name is Adam Summers and I'm a professor at the University of Washington’s Friday Harbor Laboratories appointed in the department of Biology and in the School of Aquatic and Fisheries Sciences. For more on my background, check my biography.
My research is heavily collections based and I hold research associate positions at the Burke Museum of Natural History, the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at UC Berkeley and the Los Angeles County Museum. Current research topics include:
	How fishes stick to things.

	How fishes get under the substrate.

	Tradeoffs in armor systems in fishes.

	Measuring the performance of sharp and blunt teeth.

	Filtering tiny particles from the water.

























  
  









  @fishguy_fhl on twitter
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          RT @CallieHCrawford: Excited to share that I will be joining the faculty at Coastal Carolina University as an Assistant Professor this f… https://t.co/DKW3vtWatj

          Apr 6, 2023, 11:33 PM
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          RT @whatsayssarah: I am so looking forward to this talk today! Thanks for sharing your knowledge, your time, and your love of all thin… https://t.co/wyYWgMFxih

          Apr 6, 2023, 10:09 PM
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          RT @mtsu_biology: We are so excited to have Adam Summers @Fishguy_FHL from @MarineBiol_FHL @UW as the #MOBI seminar speaker this week… https://t.co/06qairh7IT

          Apr 6, 2023, 10:09 PM
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          RT @sky_jim: @nat_schroth @Fishguy_FHL @fountainscholar @whatsayssarah @mtsu_biology I knew this was Tennessee before I read the… https://t.co/cj1ptlHTee

          Apr 6, 2023, 2:24 PM
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          RT @nat_schroth: @hannahiweller @Fishguy_FHL @fountainscholar @whatsayssarah go YOU!!! Congrats, Dr. Weller! 🫶🏻

          Apr 6, 2023, 2:24 PM
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  LAB
Find out about our resources, events, opportunities, and collaborating labs.
my lab →
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  People
Learn more about the people in our lab, including current students and alumni.
Learn more about us →
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  Research
Click here to see what we've been working on recently and current venues of research. 
see our research →
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  #scicomm
Coverage of research in the popular press.
#scicomm →
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  #scanallfish
Read more about my project to scan all ray-finned fishes using CT technology.
#scanallfish →
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  Publications
Publications from the Comparative Biomechanics Lab at FHL.
Publications →























  
  













  To contact our lab, please direct packages and mail to:
Adam Summers
Friday Harbor Laboratories
University of Washington
620 University Dr. 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
email: fishguy (at) uw.edu























  
  









  My office and lab are in Lab 8.
I do not have an office on the main University of Washington campus.
My post-docs are generally found around the labs and my graduate students split their time between main campus and the labs. Contact them directly by email to find out where they are.























  
  











        

        
      

      
        
          


  fishguy@uw.edu































  Adam Summers
Friday harbor Laboratories
University of Washington
620 University Drive
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
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