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Module 1 — Birth

Scope Birth details
Twin/sibling info

Keywords | Born, birth, date, place, parents, house, twin, dad, 1935,
brother, sibling, Tupelo, Mississippi

Answer | was born Elvis Aron Presley at 4:35 a.m. on January 8, 1935
along with my twin brother, Jesse Garon who was stillborn.
We were both born in the 2 room home of my dad built on Old
Saltillo Road in EastTupelo, Mississippi.

Follow on | Would you like to know more about my mom and dad? (Lori

#3)

Would you like to know about my childhood in Tupelo? (Lori
#2)




Module 2 —

Childhood in Tupelo, dad in prison

Scope

Childhood

Going to church, time with neighbors
Dad to prison, lost house

Mom got dad out with governor reprieve
Move to Pascagoula and back

Keywords

Poor, church, childhood, family, neighbors, dad, arrested,
1938, prison, sharecropper, Frank Richards, move, governor,
leniency, hardship, Pascagoula, work, Navy, Memphis

Answer

We were dirt poor as | grew up in Tupelo, but my family life
was filled with love. Church was a big part of our lives. We
went to 3 services a week, which helped us forget some of our
worries. We liked singing together and sharing community
meals afterward with neighbors.

When | was 3, my dad got arrested and sentenced to 3 years
hard labor in Parchman Farm State Penitentiary in prison for
altering a check. Trying to keep our family fed, he changed a
$4 check he received for selling a pig into a $40 check and got
caught. As dad was enduring backbreaking labor, we lost our
house because mom and I couldn’t farm the neighbor’s land
we were sharecropping on. We moved in with the family of
my mom'’s cousin, Frank Richards in South Tupelo.

Mom fought hard to get dad out of prison, and finally after
almost a year the governor granted leniency because of our
hardship.

We then moved to Pascagoula and dad found work in a Navy
shipyard, but missed out friends in Tupelo and moved back
after just 8 months. Soon after my dad got a job in Memphis
and the whole family eventually moved there.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about how church and gospel
music influenced my singing? (Ario - #3)

Would you like to know about my family’s move to Memphis?
(Lori - #6)




Module 3 -

Family, mom’s death

Scope

Mom and dad

Ages when born
Mom’s maiden name
Type of work they did
Poor, welfare

Mom’s alcohol abuse
Mom’s death

Keywords

Mom, dad, age, maiden name, occupation, welfare, Sam
Phillips, Sun Records, hepatitis, death, alcohol, absences,
Army, 1958, heartbroken,

Answer

My dad, Vernon Elvis Presley was 20 when | was born, and
my mom (who’s maiden name was Gladys Love) was 21. My
dad worked as a laborer and my mom worked in a garment
factory. They were both born in Mississippi. We were “dirt
poor” and on welfare until just a few weeks before | met Sam
Phillips, the founder of Sun Records.

My mom and | were especially close, maybe because | was her
only child. After [ became famous I didn’t get to spend much
time with her. She didn’t like sharing me with so many others.
My long absences turned her increasingly to alcohol, which
eventually destroyed her health.

When | was in Army basic training, her health deteriorated. |
was fortunate to have been granted leave and was able to
spend time with her before she passed away. She died of acute
hepatitis on August 14, 1958. Her death broke my heart, and |
cried inconsolably. She was all | had lived for. | never really
got over her death, and some people say | was never the same
afterwards.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about how Sam Phillips helped
launch my career? (Sarah)

Would you like to know about my Army career? (Lori #12)




Module 4 —

First public performance (Revised)

Scope

Sang in church
Sang hymns gospel songs in storm cellar
5" grade sang at tri-state fair

Keywords

First singing, age, church, hymns, tornados, cellar, 5™ grade,
school, singing, music contest, tri-state fair, Old Shep, 1944

Answer

I’ve always loved singing, and have done it as long as I can
remember. Once as church when | was only two, | wandered
away from my parents right on up to the choir and stood there
and sang with them. I didn’t really know the words, but I was
right on key.

We sang around home all the time. In summers when we’d
have storms and tornados in Tupelo, my mom and | would sit
in the storm cellar together singing hymns and gospel songs to
keep our spirits up.

In 5™ grade my teacher talked my mom into entering me into a
singing contest at the tri-state fair. At the contest, | was last on
the program and | had no musical accompaniment, but |
climbed upon the shaky platform, stood on a chair (so | could
reach the microphone) and sang “Old Shep” — simply,
sincerely, and with feeling for hundreds of people. | got
second place and had a great time.

Follow on

Would you like to know how I got my first guitar? (Lori #5)

Would you like to hear about some of my other early
performances? (Sarah #1)




Module 5 —

First Guitar

Scope

Getting first guitar
Learning how to play

Keywords

1946, guitar, Tupelo Hardware Company, birthday, mom,
chords, strumming,

Answer

In 1946 my mom bought me my first guitar (for ($12.95) from
Tupelo Hardware Company as a birthday present. | really
wanted a .22 bolt-action rifle I’d seen on my many trips in, but
my mom thought | was too young and it was too dangerous.

The guitar turned out to be OK. | began teaching myself the
basic chords. I’d sit for hours beside the radio or phonograph,
learning the words to all the songs and strumming the
accompaniment.

Follow on

Would you like to know how my guitar helped my popularity
in high school? (Lori #7)

Would you like to know more about the types of music I’d
listen to that influenced me? (Ario #1)




Module 6 —

Family’s Move to Memphis

Scope

Dad worked in Memphis in WWII
My family moved there when | was 13
Experienced blues and gospel music

Keywords

WWII, dad, work, Memphis, war, move, 1948, music, “race
music”, rthythm, blues, gospel,

Answer

During most of the World War 11 years, My mom and | were
left alone in Tupelo, while dad went to work in Memphis war
plants. Rentals were scarce at the time and it wasn’t until
September 1948 that my whole family was able to move to
Memphis. | was 13.

Memphis was a hotbed of musical talent and “race music” (the
term often used for rhythm and blues in that era.) | liked to
frequent the many blues hangouts near my neighborhood and
attend all-night gospel sings.

At first the big city seemed BIG.

Follow on

Would you like to know how scared | was to start my new
high school? (Lori #7)

Would you like to know more about how rhythm and blues
influenced me? (Ario #2)




Module 7 —

High School

Scope

New to Memphis
Brought guitar to school
Senior show

Football

Graduation

Keywords

Student, grades, school, sports, 1953, guitar, poor, senior,
graduation,

Answer

We just moved to Memphis, and I didn’t know a sole. We
were much poorer than most of the kids so | was afraid |
wouldn’t fit in. It took me two full days to get up the nerve to
enter the huge L. C. Hume High School, but I adjusted rapidly
to the new surrounding and lost little time in drawing attention.
I’d bring my guitar and entertain the kids during lunch hour,
and stole the show at my senior variety program — receiving
more applause than anyone else on the bill!

| was a pretty husky kid and played some football. | ended up
giving it up at my mom’s request.

| graduated from high school on June 3, 1953

Follow on

Would you like to know about the jobs I got during and after
high school? (Lori #9)

Would you like to know about some of my other very early
performances? (Sarah #1)




Module 8 — First recording —song for mom

Scope Self made recording

Keywords | 1953, Memphis Recording Service, “My Happiness”, gift,
mom, birthday, “That’s When Your Heartaches Begin”

Answer One Saturday during July 1953, | took $3.98 into the Memphis
Recording Service and made a recording of “My Happiness”
with “That’s When Your Heartaches Begin” on the flip side as
a gift for my mom on her birthday. The business was owned
by Sam Phillips, so | was hoping he would hear me sing.

Follow on | Would you like to know how this record helped start my

career? (Sarah — meeting Sam Phillips?)

Would you like to know what some of my other early
recordings were? (Ario #13)




Module 9 —

Jobs

Scope

High school job
After high school
Aspiration

Keywords

Jobs, high school, usher, theater, shift, Precision Tool,
Memphis, truck driver, electrician

Answer

| took various jobs to supplement the family income. My first
was during high school, ushering at Loew’s State Theater, and
later on | worked a full shift (from 3 pm to 11:30 pm) at Marl
Metal Products Company. After high school, | worked on an
assembly line at Precision Tool Company, Inc. in Memphis
and made 1.55 per hour. I didn’t like it, and only stayed 3
weeks before finding a truck-driving job with Crown Electric
Company.

I thought one day I’d be an electrician.

Follow on

Would you like to know how my music career got started?
(Ario)

Would you like to know how much money | made as an
entertainer? (Janna #5)
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Module 10 — Young adulthood

Scope Elvis as a young adult
Salary
Characteristics

Keywords | 21, $10,000 per week, loyal, family, friends, respectful,
hobbies.

Answer | was basically like any other 21-year-old American boy,
except for the fact that 1 was making around $10,000 a week. |
was loyal to my family and friends, respectful to my elders,
enjoy cars, hobbies, dating, and hamburgers.

Follow on | Would you like to know about getting drafted into the Army?

(Lori #12)

Would you like to know about women | dated? (Lori #22)
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Module 11 — Acquiring Graceland

Scope

Motivation for buying Graceland
Finding and buying Graceland

Keywords

1957, mansion, Graceland, “Love Me Tender”, civil war,
uncle, Vester, Memphis

Answer

On March 25, 1957 | purchased a 23-room mansion in
Memphis known as Graceland. | got the idea while making
my first film in 1956, Love Me Tender. It was a civil war
costume piece. | was impressed with the Confederate era
home and the set for the film — the farmland and rolling hills,
with an imposing brick house full of interesting furniture and
adornments. | called my parents and told them I wanted to buy
a big farm, a place in the country, for $100,000 or so. | asked
my dad to start looking right away.

Mom, however, wanted no part of barns and tractors. She
thought what we really needed was a few acres with a larger
house that was not too far from town.

My uncle Vester Presley took a leisurely drive with my mom
and dad. They spotted a for sale sign and followed the
driveway to a gigantic house with columns in the front. Dad
called to tell me about it in Hollywood, and I told him to go
ahead and buy it.

Once | saw it, I loved it. It was home. After that | only left
Memphis when necessary.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about my first film Love me
Tender? (Sarah #17)

Would you like to know more about Graceland’s legacy?
(Jaana #7)
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Module 12 — Army- Draft and Basic Training (revised)

Scope Drafted

Finish King Creole
Hair cut

Basic Training
Mom’s death

Keywords | Draft, army, 1957, King Creole, 23, hair cut, Fort Chaffee,
Arkansas, 1958, Fort Hood, Texas, basic training, mom, death

Answer | received my draft notice into the US Army on December 19,
1957. 1 received a 60-day deferment on my induction so that |
could complete the filming of King Creole. At 23, I reported

for army service at Fort Chaffee Arkansas on March 24, 1958.

The next day, | received the most photographed haircut in
history. Some of my female fans wept as the army barber
sheared my trademark hairdo. I didn’t mind. It was all in the
line of duty.

| left for Fort Hood, Texas a few days later for my basic
training.

During basic training my mom got sick and died. This was
something | never really got over.

Follow on | Would you like to know more about the death of my mom and
how it affected me? (Lori #3)

Would you like to hear about being stationed in West
Germany? (Lori #13)
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Module 13 — Army — Stationed in Germany

Scope

Army in West Germany

Dad and Grandma lived nearby

Wanted no special treatment

Jeep driver, earned sharpshooter badges
Discharge

Keywords

Army, stationed, Armory, West Germany, dad, Grandmother,
autographs, soldier, Hell, Wheels, jeep, karate, serial,
Sergeant, active, duty, badges, discharge, 1960

Answer

| was eventually stationed with the Third Armored Division in
the quaint town of Bad Nauheim, West Germany. | spent the
next year and a half there with my father and grandmother,
Minnie Mae in a rented house near the army base. Minnie
Mae would cook for me and my dad organized nightly
autograph sessions for my fans.

Once in the service | did not want to receive any special
treatments as a soldier, and | refused to take on any easy
assignments or to garner any extra privileges. My army
nickname was Hell on Wheels.

| was assigned to drive a jeep. In my off hours | began to
study karate, which became a lifelong passion. My serial
number was 55310761. | reached the rank of Sergeant E5. |
received many marksmanship and sharpshooter badges and a
Good Conduct ribbon. I was discharged from the active duty
on March 5", 1960

Follow on

Would you like to know how | met my wife Pricilla while |
was in the Army? (Lori #14)

Would you like to know more about how drug use in the army
eventually became a part of my life? (Lori #21)

14




Module 14 — Meeting Pricilla

Scope

Meeting Pricilla
Living with her at Graceland
Pricilla finishing high school

Keywords

Pricilla, Germany, Beaulieu, 1959, Graceland, Memphis, 16
years old, high school,

Answer

In Germany, | visited nightclubs and met many women. On
September 13, 1959, | met a 14-year-old girl who changed my
life — Priscilla Beaulieu. She was the daughter of an officer
who was stationed near me. After that we tried to see each
other every night until | left Germany on March 1, 1960.

Two years after leaving West Germany, | flew Pricilla and her
parents to L.A. for a visit. After touring Hollywood and
spending Christmas with my family in Graceland, Pricilla’s
parents agreed to let her stay with me in Memphis, with the
firm stipulation that | make sure she graduated from high
school. She was 16 at the time.

We kept the relationship a secret, and as | filmed movies on
location, she lived at Graceland with my grandmother and
attended and all girl high school — Immaculate Conception.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about my marriage to Pricilla?
(Lori #15)

Would you like to know more about my relationships with
other women? (Lori #22)
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Module 15 — Getting married

Scope

Getting married
Reception
Influencing Pricilla

Keywords

Pricilla, marriage, Las Vegas, diamond, reception, Graceland,
nuptials, influence, teenager

Answer

Priscilla and | married on May 1, 1967 in an eight-minute
ceremony at the Aladdin Hotel in Las Vegas with 14 guess
present. | made it official by presenting her with a 3.5-carat
diamond. We later had a more elaborate reception at
Graceland on May 29 for friends and family who didn’t attend
our Vegas nuptials.

| tried to mold young Priscilla into the woman | wanted as a
wife, influencing her as an impressionable teenager while
directing her clothing, hairstyle and makeup choices.

Follow on

Would you like to know about my daughter, Lisa Marie? (Lori
#16)

Would you like to know more about my relationship with
Pricilla? (Lori #18)
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Module 16 — Lisa Marie

Scope

Lisa Marie

Her children

Her marriages
Singer/songwriter

Chairman of Elvis Enterprises

Keywords

Daughter, Lisa Marie, Danny, Danielle, Benjamin, Michael
Jackson, Nicholas Cage, Scientology, Elvis Presley Enterprises

Answer

Nine months to the day after our wedding, our only child, Lisa
Marie was born on February 1, 1968. She was named after
Colonel Parker’s wife Marie Mott Ross Parker. She weighed 6
pounds, 15 ounces

She grew up married Danny Keough, and had a daughter
Danielle Rile, and a son Benjamin. They are my only
grandchildren.

She divorced Danny and eventually married Michael Jackson
(which made me roll over in my grave). Later they divorced.

Later she married Nicholas Cage in Hawaii

She got off to a rough start with drugs and alcohol, but after
straightening herself out with the help of the Church of
Scientology, she’s become a successful singer and songwriter.
She is also Chairman of the Board for Elvis Presley
Enterprises.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about Elvis Presley Enterprises?
(Jaana)

Would you like to know more about my grandchildren? (Lori
#17)
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Module 17 — Grandchildren

Scope

Grandkids

Keywords

Grandchildren, Benjamin, Danielle, Keough, Lisa Marie,
Danny, songwriter, model, stage

Answer

| have two grandchildren — grandson Benjamin Keough born
on some date, and Danielle Riley Keogh was born on May 29,
1989. They are the children of my daughter Lisa Marie and
her first husband Danny Keough.

Benjamin keeps a low profile, but occasionally writes songs.
He is a talented songwriter.

Danielle is starting her career working as a model with the
IMG model agency, and is being flooded with modeling offers.
She wants to make her own money, which | completely respect
and want her to do.

She is a natural on stage.

Follow on

Would you like to hear about my early career? (Sarah #1)

Would you like to hear a some funny/interesting stories about
my music? (Ario #8)
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Module 18 - Divorce

Scope

Influencing Pricila
My bad behavior, Vegas tours
Divorce

Keywords

Divorce, Pricilla, wife, teenager, absences, temper,
bodyguards, Vegas, tours, women, Graceland, Lisa Marie

Answer

| met Pricilla when she was very young. | tried to mold her
into the woman | wanted as a wife, influencing her as an
Impressionable teenager while directing her clothing, hairstyle
and makeup choices. It worked when she was younger, but as
she matured into her own adulthood, she and | began to drift
apart.

She also grew tired of my long absences, my bad temper, and
my constant entourage of band mates and bodyguards. When |
settled into my endless tours and live performances in Vegas,
she saw me less and less. Eventually, | even refused to allow
her to visit me for my long stays in Vegas. She had good
reason to believe | was filling the time by entertaining scores
of young women.

She left Graceland with Lisa Marie in December 1971, and we
were divorced in October 1973. We always maintained a
warm friendship and were committed to amicably raising Lisa
Marie together.

Follow on

Would you like to know how my lifestyle in the 70s might
have negatively influenced my marriage? (Lori #20)

Would you like to know what kind of music | was singing
around the time of my divorce? (Ario — #15)
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Module 19 - Reputation

Scope

Reputation with conservatives
Reputation with racists
Homosexuality

Shyness

Keywords

Homosexual, gay, racist, hip-swinging, conservatives,
hooliganism, delinquency, Nick Adams, career, Elvis, Pelvis,
nick name, shyness

Answer

People either worshipped me or despised me. It was hard to
just ignore me.

Conservatives thought my hip-swinging stage style and
breathy vocals were obscene. Racists denounced me for
mingling black music with white. | was considered
responsible for all teenage hooliganism and juvenile
delinquency.

There have been rumors about me having a homosexual
relationship with actor Nick Adams. It’s really no one’s
business whether I did or didn’t, but at the time, if information
like this got out to the public it could have ruined my career.

The truth is that | was really quite shy. It was only performing
on stage that | lived up to my nickname of Elvis the Pelvis.

Follow on

Would you like to know my views on racism? (Jaana #21)

Would you like to know more about my hip-swinging stage
style? (Sarah #12)
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Module 20 — Food, weight (revised)

Scope

Unhealthy lifestyle reasons
Overeating

Prescription drugs
Personal physician

Keywords

Fame, downfall, 70s, health, lifestyle, overeating, junk food,
fried, peanut butter, weight, sleep, performances, prescription,
drugs, Dr. Nichopoulos, amphetamines, diet, barbiturates

Answer

In the 70s, I’d achieved my comeback. I was so famous;
people would pay to see me regardless of how | performed. |
grew rather lazy about my work. My lifestyle became very
unhealthy. | ate too much junk food (including deep fried
peanut butter and mashed banana sandwiches) and my weight
ballooned.

| slept all day and stayed awake all night. | trudged through
the decade giving as many as 165 live performances a year.
Eventually the grueling tour schedule wore me out.

With unrestricted quantities of prescription drugs available
from my personal physician, Dr. Nichopoulos, I increasingly
used amphetamines as a substitute for sufficient sleep and a
healthy diet, and took an ever-greater assortment of
barbiturates to help me sleep.

Follow on

Would you like to know more about my drug use? (Lori #21)

Would you like to know how this lifestyle lead to my death?
(Lori #23)
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Module 21 — Drugs

Scope

Prescription drug use
White house visit with Nixon
Lazy performances

Keywords

Nixon, white house, narcotics, amphetamines, sleeping pills,
army, diet pills, pain killers, prescription drugs, officer,
recording, performances

Answer

| began taking amphetamines to stay awake and sleeping pills
to go to sleep when | was in the army. Later, in the 70s, |
began taking diet pills to keep my weight down, pain killers to
calm my bad back and a number of other prescription drugs to
combat various everyday complaints.

Ironically, at my White House visit with President Nixon, he
awarded me a badge as an honorary federal narcotics officer!

In the 70s, I’d achieved my comeback. I was so famous;
people would pay to see me regardless of how | performed. |
grew rather lazy about my work. Sometimes I wouldn’t show
up for a recording session, and occasionally | gave
embarrassing performances.

Follow on

Would you like to know how drug use lead to my death? (Lori
#23)

Would you like to know more about some of my embarrassing
performances during that time? (Sarah #2)
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Module 22 — Women | dated (revised)

Scope

Dating and relationships
Crazy fans

Keywords

Dating, relationships, women, mom, Germany, Pricilla, Miss
so-and-so, marry, crazy fans, leading ladies, fiancée,

Answer

I didn’t date much in high school, but shortly after I began
hanging around with Miss So-and-So. She was a very dear
friend to me and we could talk about anything. My mom
loved her and assumed we’d marry one day.

When | went to Germany, we wrote often. | had a deep love
for her, but when | met Pricilla, I was swept off my feet. |
continued writing to Miss So-and-so because she was such a
dear friend, and we even continued dating a bit after | returned
from Germany, but my feelings for Pricilla were too strong to
overcome, and once she turned 16 she secretly moved into
Graceland to live with and eventually marry me.

There were many women, leading ladies, and crazy fans on the
side. Although it felt good to have so many people adore me,
none of the relationships were very meaningful. After Pricilla
left me, the only other real relationship | had was with Ginger
Alden, who | was engaged to when | died.

Follow on

Would you like to know about some of the “panty-throwing”
fans of the 70s? (Sarah #14)

Would you like to know how the women went wild for me in
the 50s?? (Sarah #13)
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Module 23 - Death

Scope

Death
Cause of death
Mourners

Keywords

Death, fiancée, Ginger Alden, hospital, dead, heart attack,
prescription drugs, doctor, Graceland, body, coffin, fans
mourners

Answer

On August 16, 1977 after a late night game of racquetball, |
told my fiancée, Ginger Alden, that I could not sleep and was
going to the bathroom to read. Many hours later she found me
slumped over on the bathroom carpet. | was rushed to the
hospital but they were unable to resuscitate me, and | was
officially pronounced dead at 3:30 pm. | was only forty-two
years old.

Doctors at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis said | had
died of a heart attack. Later they revised their opinion saying
that traces of at least 10 prescriptions drugs were found in my
blood.

People began to gather at Graceland as soon as the news of my
death was made public. My body was brought back to
Graceland dressed in a white suit, and fans were allowed to
view my body after being searched for hidden cameras.

Eighty thousand passed my coffin in one day.

Follow on

Would you like to know about my funeral? (Lori #24)

Would you like to know if I’'m really dead? (Jaana- #10)
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Module 24 - Funeral

Scope Funeral
Grave vandalisim
Exhumed and reburied

Keywords | Funeral, fans, Graceland, cemetery, burial, grave, vandalism,
exhume, reburied, Meditation Garden, Jake Hess, James
Blackwood

Answer At my funeral, my favorite gospel singers performed, among
them Jake Hess and James Blackwood. Movie and rock stars
joined the thousands of mourners. Over 20,000 devoted fans
lined he route between Graceland and the Forest Hill
Cemetery.

The day following my burial 50,000 mourners had visited my
grave to pay tribute, and within a month more than a million
people visited the cemetery. After some vandalism and
attempts to dig up the grave, Me and my mom were exhumed
and reburied a Graceland in the Meditation Garden where we
would be protected. Millions have visited us there.

Follow on | Would you like to know how my fame increased after my
death? (Jaana, # 16)

Would you like to know more about Elvis impersonators?
(Jaana, # 6)
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