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Format

· There is a continuum between a “wall” of text and a  graphic.
· We refer to this as “format” or “formatting.”

· Formatting is an important aspect of the field we call information design.
	Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials: Fiberglass, in its various forms can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies. Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable 
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If you're looking to start canoeing and to purchase a canoe, there are many factors o
consider. Here is a guide fo the major issues

Flatwater vs. Whitewater Paddling

One of the the most important questions you need to ask is whether you intend to paddle
flatwater or whitewater. Flatwater refers to lakes and relatively quist rivers. Flatwater
paddling is typically a relaxed activity in may only demand modest canoe skills.
Whitewater refers to fast-moving rivers and sireams, typically with rocks and other

Number of paddlers and passengers

Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the
boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats
can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats are
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Exercise: Add formatting to this “wall of text” document
· Add headings and subheadings.
· Add more paragraph breaks.
· Consider creating bulleted list items.
· Consider adding other visual elements.
Objectives for the exercise

· Use blank space to reveal the structure of the content.
· Use enough but not too much formatting.
· Recognize that formatting affects writing. (Some format changes may require changes to the text.)

· Keep in mind the audience of the document and how the document will be used.
A Guide to Choosing a Canoe

If you’re looking to start canoeing and to purchase a canoe, there are many factors to consider. Here is a guide to the major issues. One of the most important questions you need to ask is whether you intend to paddle flatwater or whitewater. Flatwater refers to lakes and relatively quiet rivers. Flatwater paddling is typically a relaxed activity and requires only modest canoeing skills. Whitewater refers to fast-moving rivers and streams, with rocks and other obstructions. Whitewater is a demanding, intense, and even dangerous activity. You must have significant training to paddle whitewater.

Flatwater canoes differ according to use. Racing-style flatwater canoes are narrow (perhaps 28 inches at the center) with a sharply tapered bow. Whether you race them or not, they are great fun for quiet rivers and lakes in favorable weather conditions. However, to paddle on large lakes, where you may venture a considerable distance from shore and where there may be choppy waves, you may want a “bigwater” flatwater boat. Such boats are wide (perhaps 36 inches) in the center, and they are “dry”—designed not to let waves splash over the hull. They sacrifice some speed for stability, seaworthiness and the ability to carry heavy loads. Naturally, there are boats that are comprises between racing and bigwater.

Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials: Fiberglass, in its various forms, is one of the most prevalent construction materials. It is inexpensive, durable, reasonably light and can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies. Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable as fiberglass but are extremely light. They are typically used to make very fast boats. Wooden boats are expensive and require a lot of maintenance. Often they are heavy. Wood is the preference of the traditionalist. ABS is a plastic laminate. It is inexpensive and can withstand enormous impacts. ABS can’t be formed into the very fastest hulls, but you can make excellent all-purpose hulls and whitewater hulls with ABS. 
Whitewater boats must withstand impacts with rocks and other obstructions. Also, they must be highly maneuverable and “dry.” The best material for a whitewater boat is ABS. Whitewater hulls tend to be short and wide with a bulbous bow that won’t knife into a wave. Because they are made out of ABS, they are relatively inexpensive.

Many whitewater boats are also good bigwater boats and are favored by people who want a single boat that can be used in almost any situation. The most famous of these canoes is the 16-foot ABS Mad River Explorer. Whitewater “playboats” are extremely short. They are intended for people who will paddle a single stretch of whitewater throughout the day but who are not trying to travel significant distances downriver. 

Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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Many whitewater boats are also good bigwater boats and are favored by people who want a single boat that can be used in almost any situation. The most famous of these canoes is the 16-foot ABS Mad River Explorer. Whitewater “playboats” are extremely short. They are intended for people who will paddle a single stretch of whitewater throughout the day but who are not trying to travel significant distances downriver. 

Number of paddlers and passengers

Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials:

	Fiberglass
	Fiberglass, in its various forms, is one of the most prevalent construction materials. It is inexpensive, durable, reasonably light and can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies.


	Kevlar/
Graphite
	Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable as fiberglass but are extremely light. They are typically used to make very fast boats.


	Wood
	Wooden boats are expensive and require a lot of maintenance. Often they are heavy. Wood is the preference of the traditionalist.


	ABS
	ABS is a plastic laminate. It is inexpensive and can withstand enormous impacts. ABS can’t be formed into the very fastest hulls, but you can make excellent all-purpose hulls and whitewater hulls with ABS.
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Introduction
If you’re looking to start canoeing and to purchase a canoe, there are many factors to consider. Here is a guide to the major issues.

Flatwater vs. Whitewater Paddling

One of the most important questions you need to ask is whether you intend to paddle flatwater or whitewater. Flatwater refers to lakes and relatively quiet rivers. Flatwater paddling is typically a relaxed activity and requires only modest canoeing skills. Whitewater refers to fast-moving rivers and streams, typically with rocks and other obstructions. Whitewater is a demanding, intense, and even dangerous activity. You must have significant training to paddle whitewater.

Flatwater Canoes

Flatwater canoes differ according to use: There are racing-style and bigwater designs.

Racing-style boats

Racing-style flatwater canoes are narrow (perhaps 28 inches at the center) with a sharply tapered bow. Whether you race them or not, they are great fun for quiet rivers and lakes in favorable weather conditions.

Bigwater boats

However, to paddle on large lakes, where you may venture a considerable distance from shore and where there may be choppy waves, you may want a “bigwater” flatwater boat. Such boats are wide (perhaps 36 inches) in the center, and they are “dry”—designed not to let waves splash over the hull. They sacrifice some speed for stability, seaworthiness and the ability to carry heavy loads. Naturally, there are boats that are comprises between racing and bigwater.

Hull materials for flatwater canoes
Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials:

· Fiberglass, in its various forms, is one of the most prevalent construction materials. It is inexpensive, durable, reasonably light and can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies.

· Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable as fiberglass but are extremely light. They are typically used to make very fast boats.

· Wooden boats are expensive and require a lot of maintenance. Often they are heavy. Wood is the preference of the traditionalist.

· ABS is a plastic laminate. It is inexpensive and can withstand enormous impacts. ABS can’t be formed into the very fastest hulls, but you can make excellent all-purpose hulls and whitewater hulls with ABS. 

Whitewater Canoes

Whitewater boats must withstand impacts with rocks and other obstructions. Also, they must be highly maneuverable and “dry.” The best material for a whitewater boat is ABS. 

Whitewater hulls are made of ABS
Whitewater hulls tend to be short and wide with a bulbous bow that won’t knife into a wave. Because they are made out of ABS, they are relatively inexpensive.

There are standard whitewater boats and whitewater playboats

We can also distinguish between standard whitewater boats (“touring” boats) and playboats. Many of the standard whitewater boats are also good bigwater boats and are favored by people who want a single boat that can be used in almost any situation. The most famous of these canoes is the 16-foot ABS Mad River Explorer.

Whitewater “playboats” are extremely short. They are intended for people who will paddle a single stretch of whitewater throughout the day but who are not trying to travel significant distances downriver. 

Number of Paddlers and Passengers

Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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Structured Writing

	A Guide to Choosing a Canoe 

	Introduction
	If you’re looking to start canoeing and to purchase a canoe, there are many factors to consider. Here is a guide to the major issues.

	Flatwater vs. Whitewater Paddling


	One of the most important questions you need to ask is whether you intend to paddle flatwater or whitewater. Flatwater refers to lakes and relatively quiet rivers. Flatwater paddling is typically a relaxed activity and requires only modest canoeing skills. Whitewater refers to fast-moving rivers and streams, typically with rocks and other obstructions. Whitewater is a demanding, intense, and even dangerous activity. You must have significant training to paddle whitewater.

	
	Flatwater Canoes

Flatwater canoes differ according to use. Racing-style flatwater canoes are narrow (perhaps 28 inches at the center) with a sharply tapered bow. Whether you race them or not, they are great fun for quiet rivers and lakes in favorable weather conditions. However, to paddle on large lakes, where you may venture a considerable distance from shore and where there may be choppy waves, you may want a “bigwater” flatwater boat. Such boats are wide (perhaps 36 inches) in the center, and they are “dry”—designed not to let waves splash over the hull. They sacrifice some speed for stability, seaworthiness and the ability to carry heavy loads. Naturally, there are boats that are comprises between racing and bigwater.
Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials:

	
	Materials
	Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials:

	
	
	Fiberglass

	Fiberglass, in its various forms, is one of the most prevalent construction materials. It is inexpensive, durable, reasonably light and can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies.

	
	
	Kevlar/
Graphite
	Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable as fiberglass but are extremely light. They are typically used to make very fast boats.

	
	
	Wood
	Wooden boats are expensive and require a lot of maintenance. Often they are heavy. Wood is the preference of the traditionalist.

	
	
	ABS
	ABS is a plastic laminate. It is inexpensive and can withstand enormous impacts. ABS can’t be formed into the very fastest hulls, but you can make excellent all-purpose hulls and whitewater hulls with ABS.

	
	Whitewater Canoes

Whitewater boats must withstand impacts with rocks and other obstructions. Also, they must be highly maneuverable and “dry.” The best material for a whitewater boat is ABS. Whitewater hulls tend to be short and wide with a bulbous bow that won’t knife into a wave. Because they are made out of ABS, they are relatively inexpensive.

Many whitewater boats are also good bigwater boats and are favored by people who want a single boat that can be used in almost any situation. The most famous of these canoes is the 16-foot ABS Mad River Explorer. Whitewater “playboats” are extremely short. They are intended for people who will paddle a single stretch of whitewater throughout the day but who are not trying to travel significant distances downriver.

	Number of Paddlers and Passengers


	Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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If you’re looking to start canoeing and to purchase a canoe, there are many factors to consider. Here is a guide to the major issues. One of the most important questions you need to ask is whether you intend to paddle flatwater or whitewater. Flatwater refers to lakes and relatively quiet rivers. Flatwater paddling is typically a relaxed activity and requires only modest canoeing skills. Whitewater refers to fast-moving rivers and streams, typically with rocks and other obstructions. Whitewater is a demanding, intense, and even dangerous activity. You must have significant training to paddle whitewater.

Flatwater canoes differ according to use. Racing-style flatwater canoes are narrow (perhaps 28 inches at the center) with a sharply tapered bow. Whether you race them or not, they are great fun for quiet rivers and lakes in favorable weather conditions. However, to paddle on large lakes, where you may venture a considerable distance from shore and where there may be choppy waves, you may want a “bigwater” flatwater boat. Such boats are wide (perhaps 36 inches) in the center, and they are “dry”—designed not to let waves splash over the hull. They sacrifice some speed for stability, seaworthiness and the ability to carry heavy loads. Naturally, there are boats that are comprises between racing and bigwater.

Because flatwater canoes do not need to withstand collisions with rocks and other obstructions, they can be constructed from a variety of materials: Fiberglass, in its various forms, is one of the most prevalent construction materials. It is inexpensive, durable, reasonably light and can be easily worked into almost any hull design. Price and quality, of course, varies. Kevlar and graphite are used to make expensive, high-tech canoes. These boats are not as durable as fiberglass but are extremely light. They are typically used to make very fast boats. Wooden boats are expensive and require a lot of maintenance. Often they are heavy. Wood is the preference of the traditionalist. ABS is a plastic laminate. It is inexpensive and can withstand enormous impacts. ABS can’t be formed into the very fastest hulls, but you can make excellent all-purpose hulls and whitewater hulls with ABS. 
Whitewater boats must withstand impacts with rocks and other obstructions. Also, they must be highly maneuverable and “dry.” The best material for a whitewater boat is ABS. Whitewater hulls tend to be short and wide with a bulbous bow that won’t knife into a wave. Because they are made out of ABS, they are relatively inexpensive.

Many whitewater boats are also good bigwater boats and are favored by people who want a single boat that can be used in almost any situation. The most famous of these canoes is the 16-foot ABS Mad River Explorer. Whitewater “playboats” are extremely short. They are intended for people who will paddle a single stretch of whitewater throughout the day but who are not trying to travel significant distances downriver. 

Obviously a big factor in choosing a canoe is the number of people who will paddle the boat and the number of people the boat can carry. Both flatwater and whitewater boats can be solo boats (one paddler) or tandem boats (two paddlers). Tandem boats—especially bigwater boats—can usually take a passenger or two. Almost everything I’ve said about material and hull design applies to both solo and tandem canoes. Tandem canoes simply tend to be longer and wider. Many tandem canoes, among them the Mad River Explorer, function well as solo boats.
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