Present Tense
1* conjugation or the -am/-asz conjugation

Verbs whose infinitives end in -a¢ belong here, e.g. pytaé, znaé, mieszkac, przepraszac, nazywac sie,
kocha¢, zamykac, czekac

How the present tense is formed: Infinitive -¢ + ending

Endings:
ja -m my -my
ty -SZ Wy 'Cie
ononaono -0 oni, one -ja
Pan, Pani

pyta-¢
ja pytam my pytamy
ty pytasz wy pytacie
on/ona/Pan/Pani pyta oni, one pytaja

miec ‘to have’ belongs here, though its infinitive does not end in -a¢, ma- is the present tense stem

jamam my mamy
ty masz Wy macie
on ma oni majg

4™ conjugation or the -em/-esz conjugation

A few verbs only, but very common ones: rozumie¢ ‘to understand’, umie¢ ‘to know how’, jesé ‘to eat’,
wiedzie¢ ‘to know’

How the present tense is formed: Infinitive - ¢ + same endings as for 1% conjugation

rozumie-¢
ja rozumiem my rozumiemy
ty rozumiesz Wy rozumiecie
on/ona/Pan/Pani rozumie oni, one rozumieja

Jjes¢ and wiedzie¢ are slightly exceptional in that their present stems are je- and wie- respectively, and in
that their 3" plural (oni/one) form ends in -dzg, not -ja.

jajem my jemy
ty jesz wy jecie
on je oni jedza

2"! conjugation or the -¢/-isz conjugation

Verbs whose infinitives end in —i¢, e.g. nudzi¢ sig, dziwié sig, dobrze si¢ bawi¢, martwic sig, wqtpic,
robi¢, mowic, tesknié, lubic, etc.

Verbs whose infinitives end in -y¢, e.g. uczy¢ sig, spieszyc sig, cieszyc sie, liczy¢

A few verbs whose infinitives end in -e¢, e.g. mysle¢, musiec¢



How the present tense is formed: Infinitive - V¢ + ending

Endings:
ja -¢ my -imy
ty -isz wy -icie
on,ona,ono -i oni, one -3
Pan, Pani

mysl-e¢
ja mysle my mySlimy
ty myslisz wy mySlicie
on/ona/Pan/Pani mysli oni, one mysla

A spelling/pronunciation rule: after ¢z, sz, z, rz, or dz we do not write/say i but rather y

ucz-y¢ si¢
jaucze sie my uczymy si¢
ty uczysz si¢ Wy uczycie si¢
on/ona/Pan/Pani uczy si¢ oni, one uczy si¢

spiesz-y¢ sig, ciesz-y¢ sig, licz-y¢

Quirks:

1. If the infinitive ends in: then the 1™ sg/3™ pl stem final consonant is:
sié, sie¢ Sz
7i¢, zie¢ z
dzi¢, dzie¢ dz

cié, cie¢ C



musiec prosié

musze musimy prosze prosimy
musisz musicie prosisz prosicie
musi musza prosi prosza

nudzié si¢, wstydzic si¢

2. If the stem ends in: then the 1¥ sg ending is -i¢, and the 3" pl ending is -ig
bi¢, bie¢
pié, pie¢
wié, wieé¢
fic, fie¢
nié, nie¢

robi¢ méwié

robi¢ robimy moéwie méwimy

robisz robicie mowisz moéwicie

robi robia moéwi mowia

tesknic, lubi¢, dobrze si¢ bawié, martwié si¢, watpi¢

3. For a few irregular verbs belonging to this conjugation the present tense stem is different form the
infinitive:

sta¢ ‘stand’ bac si¢ spac
stoje stoimy boje si¢ boimy si¢ Spie Spimy
stoisz stoicie boisz si¢ boicie si¢ Spisz Spicie

stoi stoja boi si¢ boja si¢ Spi Spia



3" conjugation or the -¢/-esz conjugation

One group of verbs which belongs here are verbs (of 3 or more syllables) which end in -owac:
pracowag, studiowad, dziekowaé, interesowac si¢

For these verbs -owac is replaced by -uj plus endings

Endings:
ja -¢ my -emy
ty -esz wy -ecie
on,ona,ono  -e oni, one -3
Pan, Pani

prac-owac /prac+ uj
ja pracuje my pracujemy
ty pracujesz WYy pracujecie
on/ona/Pan/Pani pracuje oni, one pracuja

Practice verbs: denerwowag sie ‘be upset’, budowa¢ ‘to build’, chorowac ‘be sick’, fotografowaé ‘to
take pictures’, catowa¢ ‘to kiss’, podrozowaé ‘to travel’, Zartowa€ ‘to joke’, projektowac ‘to design’,
nocowag ‘to stay overnight’, demonstrowa¢ ‘to demonstrate’, protestowa¢ ‘to protest’

Another group of 5 verbs (pi¢ ‘to drink’, bi¢ ‘to hit, beat’, my¢ (si¢) ‘to wash’, czuc (sig) ‘to feel’, zy¢
‘to live, exist’) has a different pattern:

Infinitive - ¢ + j + endings
pi¢-¢+j = pij

japije my pijemy
ty pijesz Wy pijecie
on/ona/Pan/Pani pije oni, one pijg

In verbs which end in -awac (dawac ‘to give’, oddawac ‘to return, podawac ‘to hand’, sprzedawac ‘to
sell’, dostawac ‘to receive’), wac¢ 1is dropped and j plus endings added:

Infinitive - wac + j + endings
dawaé-wac+j = daj

jadaje my dajemy
ty dajesz wy dajecie
on/ona/Pan/Pani daje oni, one daja

For other verbs belonging to this conjugation the present tense stems are often different from the
infinitive and may involve other alternations (1sg/3pl vs. other forms). Three useful verbs are given
below:

i8¢ ‘go’ by¢ (future) pisac ‘write’
ide idziemy bede bedziemy pisze piszemy
idziesz idziecie bedziesz bedziecie piszesz piszecie

idzie ida bedzie beda pisze pisza



