Vowel Alternations in Nouns

AT THE END OF THE WORD BEFORE A CONSONANT VS. BEFORE AN ENDING

l.olé6 ¢ occurs in stem final syllables ending in a single voiced consonant (except for nasals)
if followed by a zero ending
o occurs in all other forms
néz nozem pokdj pokoju
réw  rowem samochdd samochodzie
2.9le q occurs in stem final syllables before a zero ending
¢ occurs in all other forms
zab zeba waz wezem
maz  meza btad btedzie

Exception: words ending in -gc or -qdz retain q in all forms except genitive plural:

tysiac tysiecy (tysiace, tysigcami..)
miesigc miesigcy (miesigcu, miesigcami..)
pienigdz pieniedzy (plus irreg. Inst pl. pienigdzmi)

ONLY IN LOCATIVE AND VOCATIVE

3.ale a occurs in stem-final syllable before ¢, d, s, z, r, 3
e occurs in the locative or vocative singular
kwiat kwiecie Swiat Swiecie
miasto miescie ciasto ciescie
obiad obiedzie las lesie
zjazd zjezdzie sgsiad sgsiedzie (also in nom pl. sasiedzi)
IN SOME WORDS
4.el0  (fleeting e)
e is inserted between the last two consonants of the stem before a zero ending
0 occurs where followed by other endings
pies psa chlopiec chlopca
sen snu oféwek oféwka
IN A FEW WORDS ONLY
5.0le
0/o occurs in stem final syllables
e occurs in locative or vocative singular
aniot aniele popidt popiele
kosciét kosciele czoto czele/czole

The noun przyjaciel shows e/o alternation in the plural:
N. przyjaciele G/A. przyjaciél, D. przyjaciotom/cielom, L. przyjaciotach/cielach, I. przyjaciétmi/cielami



