EDSPE 503, Cheney


Organization of the classroom and school day
Student Names/Group: Record names on the butcher paper
Sprick (1998) emphasizes how important it is to have efficient and effective schedules, physical layouts, and beginning and ending routines.  In many cases, effective organization of the classroom can prevent many classroom disruptions and maximize your ability to teach.  In this activity, each base group will be assigned the task of developing either a daily schedule, a physical layout of the classroom, or beginning and ending routines. Your task is indicated on this handout. When you are done, you will present your ideas to class, and explain how it addresses the criteria presented in Sprick (1998, pp. 49-74). In addition, all groups will list a variety of attention signals to use in class. For ease of comparison, please assume you are second, third or fourth grade teachers working with a class of twenty-five students that needs a medium degree of structure. You also value cooperative learning and students often work in groups of four in your classroom. Use the Butcher paper to complete your assignment.
	Organizational Aspect
	Criteria

	1. Daily Schedule
	Arrange your morning schedule (830-1230 am) so that it maximizes instructional time and responsible behavior, and minimizes wasted time and irresponsible behavior

· Make sure you have a reasonable balance among the types of activities (i.e. teacher-directed instruction, independent seatwork, and cooperative/peer group) you use within and across subjects during the day.

· Within each activity, avoid having any one type of task run overly long.

· Schedule independent work and cooperative/peer group tasks so that they immediately follow teacher-directed tasks.



	2. Physical Layout
	Draw the physical space for a classroom so that it promotes positive student/teacher interactions and reduces the possibility of disruptions.

· Arrange student desks to optimize the common instructional tasks in your class.

· Make sure you have easy access to all parts of the room.

· Minimize the disruptions caused by high traffic areas in the class.

· Arrange bulletin board/display space for student work

· Include activity stations for small groups and calming or “cool-down” areas for individuals.




	3.  Beginning and Ending Routines
	Design efficient and effective procedures for beginning and ending the school day

· Design an opening activity that will ease students into the school day

· Describe how students will understand the school attendance policy

· Describe how to ensure that students without materials can participate in class in a way that does not disrupt instruction

· Describe how students who have been absent can find out what assignments they have missed and get any handouts and/or returned papers. 

· Describe how students will leave the classroom after they have organized their own materials and completed any necessary clean-up tasks.

· Describe how you will end the day by giving students positive and/or corrective feedback, and by setting a positive tone for ending the class.



	4. Attention signals
	List some of your preferred attention signals for elementary age students.




