Logic and Proofs

Philosophy - 80210

Fall 2009

Instructor Information:  

Conor Mayo-Wilson 

Email:  conormw@andrew.cmu.edu
Office:  Baker Hall 143

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1:30-3:00 PM and By Appointment

Required Texts:  The textbook for the course is available online as part of the Carnegie Mellon Open Learning Initiative at http://oli.web.cmu.edu/openlearning/
To enter the course, follow the steps below:

(1) Copy the above url into your browser’s address bar.

(2) Click on “Carnegie Mellon Students, Log In Here” in the upper right.  

(3) In the field that reads “Register for a Course,” enter the key “landpf09.”

(4) The cost of the course is $60, which, if possible, should be paid via a credit card.  If you would like to pay with a check or cash, please come talk to me.  I am not responsible for the cost of the course, and as such, I can’t waive the fee.  Sorry; I would like for it to be free as well.

Course Aims and Objectives:  This is an introductory course in formal logic, accessible to students from all disciplines. We will discuss applications of logic to informal, everyday reasoning and we will mention briefly the history of logic, but the focus of the course is a development of formal logical tools as used in philosophy, mathematics, and computer science.

Course Requirements and Grading:  Homework and lab assignments are due every Saturday at 10PM.  You may work with other students on homework assignments, and feel free to ask me for help.  Additionally, you may attempt any homework assignment up to two times (before the due date), and I will take the maximum of your two scores.    

There are also four exams in the class, each of which you have 24 hours to complete.  Do not stress out:  that the exams should take you no longer than two hours to complete, and you can pick the 24 hour window in which you will take the exam.  You may not work with other students on exams.

Once during the semester, I will ask you to give a short presentation (about 15 minutes) in class in which you will explain to other students a central concept from the chapter or complete a (very) short problem of my design. 

Explicitly, I calculate your grade using the following weighting scheme.

· Homework and Labs – 30% (Divided Evenly Amongst All Assignments)

· Final Exam – 25%

· Midterm 1 – 10%

· Midterm 2 – 10%

· Midterm 3 – 15%

· Participation and Short Presentations – 10%

Please note that, unlike many instructors, I take “participation” very seriously as a requirement.  In particular, attendance is a pre-requisite to participating in class (i.e. every time you are absent without excuse, your grade takes a hit).

An “A” grade is guaranteed by having a cumulative grade of 90% or higher; a “B” is guaranteed by having 80% or higher, and so on.  I use the word “guarantee” to indicate that, if you do extremely poorly on one assignment for an excusable reason but have otherwise been a rather diligent student, then I might consider assigning you a “B” even if you have 78%.

Late Work and Extensions:  Exams must be completed on time.

I understand, however, that for various reasons, you might be unable to complete a homework assignment to the best of your ability by the due date.  As such, I will grant up to two extensions on homework assignments throughout the semester, so long as you request an extension more than 24 hours in advance.  If you think that you might have difficulty completing an assignment, just plan ahead and write me an email.  You can request an extension for any reason you like or for no reason at all; “I have an exam for another class,” “I was sick,” “I met my soul mate and stayed up late watching the stars,” are all fine reasons to request an extension, and if you fail to finish an assignment for personal reasons, do not feel obligated to tell them to me.  

Only in extremely rare circumstances, however, will I grant an extension of more than two additional days.  As the course will proceed very quickly, I recommend completing all work on time.

Penalty for Late Work:  I deduct 5% from your score for every day that an assignment is overdue (that is, if you haven’t requested an extension or if you turn in the assignment after the agreed upon extended date).  For instance, if an assignment is due on Wednesday, and you turn it in on Sunday, then a 90% (A-) will become a 70% (C-).  

Academic Integrity:  I have added this section of the syllabus with the hope that I will never be required to read it after the first day of class.  Here’s the bottom line:  Don’t cheat.  If you do, then you will not receive a passing grade for the course.  No exceptions.  If the way in which you cheat is especially flagrant, then I will be forced to submit a letter to the University Academic Review board, and you may be suspended or expelled from the university.

Carnegie Mellon’s official policy on plagiarism is available in the section on “University Policies” of The Word: Undergraduate Student Handbook and online at: 

http://www.cmu.edu/policies/documents/Cheating.html
