Reading Assignment 6: Knowledge of the External World

Required Readings:

1. Rene Descartes Meditations 2.  (PBF:  138-141)

2. Russell Chapter 3

Questions:
1. Descartes famously concludes that he cannot doubt his own existence.  Diagram the argument for this conclusion.
2.  Descartes concludes “I am, I exist” cannot be doubted.  What properties does this “I” have?  
3.  Descartes concludes that “physical objects are not really known through sensation or imagination but are grasped by understanding alone.”  Briefly explain how you think the consideration of the piece of wax leads him to this conclusion.
4.  Russell distinguishes between “private space” and “public space.”   Briefly explain the distinction. Which is the space of scientific inquiry?  What is the relationship between properties of objects in public space and sense data?
