Reading Assignment 1:  Cosmological, Ontological, and Design Arguments

Required Readings:
1. Thomas Aquinas.  Excerpts from Summa Theologica.  (PBF:  44-46).  

2. William Paley.  Excerpts from Natural Theology.  (PBF:  46-51)
Questions:

1.  Summarize the “ontological argument” as it is presented by Aquinas, and then state one reason that Aquinas finds the argument unsatisfactory.

2.  Diagram Aquinas’ third proof of God’s existence.

3.  What might the watch in Paley’s story symbolize, and why?  
4.  How does Paley respond to the objection that humans know very little about God? In particular, how does Paley respond to the objection that humans do not know how God created the universe and why?
