Reading Assignment 25:  Kantian Ethics I

Required Readings:  

1.  Immanuel Kant.  Excerpts from Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals.  (PBF:  504-512.  Stop at the section entitled “The Formula of End in Itself.”)
Questions:
1.  Kant claims that only a “good will” can be considered good without qualification.  Briefly explain why Kant thinks that happiness is not a good without qualification.
2.  Suppose Jim enjoys working at a soup kitchen, where he happily feeds the poor every weekend.  Does Jim’s charitable action have any moral worth, according to Kant?  Why or why not?  
3.  Kant distinguishes between two types of imperatives.  Explain the difference between the two, and provide an example of each.
4.  Explain Kant’s distinction between a “maxim” and a “practical law” (a “practical law” is also called an “objective principle”).

5.  State, in your own words, the formula of universal law, and explain how the man who borrows money with no intent to pay it back violates the formula.  
