Reading Assignment 9:  Innate Knowledge III

1. GWF Leibniz.  Excerpt from New Essays on Human Understanding

2. GWF Leibniz.  Excerpt from Monadology (Sections 25-39)
Questions:
1.  Briefly explain Leibniz’s assertion that, “the senses, although necessary for all our actual knowledge, are not sufficient to give it all to us, since the senses never us anything but examples, i.e. particular or individual truths.”  What types of truths does Lebniz say rest on principles “whose proof does not depend upon examples”?
2.  Who or what are the “brutes” and in what way does human knowledge differ from that of the brutes according to Leibniz?
3.  What fact does Leibniz think “destroys... a thousand… fictions of philosophers which arise from their incomplete notions”?  Explain briefly why Leibniz might think this fact refutes Locke’s idea of the soul as a blank slate.
4. According to Leibniz, what are the two principles upon which all “our reasonings are grounded”?  Briefly explain both principles.
5. According to Leibniz, there are two types of truths.  What are the two types?  Explain Leibniz’s examples of each.

