Reading Assignment 22:  Utilitarianism II; 

Required Readings:  

1.  Mill.  Utilitarianism.  Chapters 3 and 4.

Background:  
Recall that Plato’s Republic is a long dialogue intended to answer the question, “is it rational to behave justly?”   In Chapter 3 of Utilitarianism, Mill asks the same question, when he says, “what are the motives to obey [the principle of utility]?”  

Questions:
1a. Why does Mill discuss “a feeling of unity with our fellow creatures,” and which institution does Mill say might be improved so as to bring about this feeling?
1b. Which (if any) parts of our moral knowledge and/or moral sentiments does Mill think are innate?  

2.  Explain Mill’s distinction between internal and external sanctions, and briefly summarize one of the external sanctions that he discusses.
3. How does Mill propose to test whether a particular good is desirable?  
4. One might object to Mill’s thesis in the following way:  humans desire virtue, and so clearly, there are things other than happiness that are desirable.  How does Mill respond to this objection?
