Reading Assignment 12:  Innate Knowledge becomes A Priori Knowledge II
Required Readings:
1.  Noam Chomsky.  “Knowledge of Language, Its Origin, and Use.”  Section 1.  
2.  Noam Chomsky.  “Recent Contributions to the Theory of Innate Ideas.”

3.  Hilary Putnam.  “What is Innate and Why:  Comments on the Debate.”
Questions:
1.  In “Recent Contributions to the Theory of Innate Ideas,” how does Chomsky propose to measure linguistic competence?  Hint:  In order to answer this question, you will need to explain what Chomsky means by a “grammar.”

2.  In “Recent Contributions to the Theory of Innate Ideas,” Chomsky claims that “notice that the conditions of the problem provide an upper bound and a lower bound on the structure that we may suppose to be innate to the acquisition device.”  What is the problem to which Chomsky is referring, and what are the upper and lower bounds he discovers?
3a. What is the problem of “poverty of stimulus” or “poverty of evidence” as described by Chomsky?

3b. Briefly explain one of Chomsky’s examples that illustrate the problem.

4a. What, according to Putnam, is the relationship between learning the grammar (i.e. syntax) of a language and learning its semantics (i.e. how to assign meaning to a sentence)?

4b. Briefly explain why Putnam thinks that the relationship described in 4a refutes Chomsky’s thesis that “structure-independent rule” is not, in fact, the simplest or most natural hypothesis.  
