Reading Assignment 4:  What is Knowledge?

Required Readings:

1. Edmund Gettier.   “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?” (PBF:  133-135)

2. Alvin Goldman.   “A Causal Theory of Knowing” 
3. Robert Nozick.  “Knowledge”
Questions:
1. What is the thesis of Gettier’s paper, and why does the Ford example provide evidence for that thesis?
2.  Goldman discusses at least four causal processes that produce knowledge.  Briefly describe three.
3.  What is the most important way in which Goldman’s definition of knowledge is weaker than the “traditional” view?

4.  What might Nozick mean when he says “The causal condition on knowledge …  provides an inhospitable environment for mathematical and ethical knowledge”?  
5.  What does Nozick mean by “tracking”?
