Reading Assignment 17:  Introduction to Meta-Ethics 

1.  GE Moore.  Excerpt from Principia Ethica.
Questions:
1.  Moore explains that, for many moral philosophers, the subject matter of ethics is narrower than the subject matter treated in his book.  What, according to Moore, is the traditional subject matter of ethics, and how is his treatment of ethics different?
2.  Moore claims that the central problem in ethics is to define the word “good.”  When writing dictionaries, lexicographers often consult books, transcripts of conversations, and so on to observe how a particular word is used in practice.  Does Moore think such techniques will be useful in defining “good”?  Why or why not?
3a. How does Moore define “good” (if he does so at all)? 

3b. Does Moore’s definition of good have consequences for the thesis, “Propositions concerning the good are analytic”?  Briefly explain your answer.

4.  What is the “naturalistic fallacy”?

5.  Does Moore think that the notion of good is “complex”?  If so, why?  If not, why not?

