
Announcements 
July 27, 2021 

July 29, Thursday, 9 am: Graduate School "Tips and Tricks" (Kyle Shea;  

                                           UW Grad Program in Neuroscience Advisor) 
https://washington.zoom.us/j/95680260281?pwd=WXlkM3FUQnduVHRTNmIvWjZLcU93UT09  

Meeting ID: 956 8026 0281 

Passcode: 306515 

 

August 9, Monday:  Rough draft of abstract/slides/poster due 

 

August 17, Tuesday, Final slides/poster due 

 

August 19-20, Thursday and Friday, Research Symposium 

 

 



Slide Presentations 



Elements of a Good Talk 

Content 

– Informative 

– Interesting 

– Important 

 

Style and Delivery 

– Professional 

– Enthusiastic 

– Friendly and approachable 

– Tells a story 

 

Clarity and Organization 

– Points build, lead to 

conclusion 

– No distracting “extras” 

– Avoids jargon 

– Doesn’t run over time 

Expertise 

– Credible 

– Able to answer questions 

 

 

Adapted from Susan McConnell, Stanford University 



Stage Presence 

• Talk to the audience  

• Make eye contact 

• Vary your voice and tone 

• Let your personality come 
through 

• Don’t laugh at your own jokes 

• Move and gesture 

• Be aware of where you are 
standing 

• Be confident 

• Relax 

• Smile 



Speaking Voice 

• Enunciate 

• Project 

• Pace yourself 

• Emphasize key points 

• Don’t sound scripted 

• Breathe 



Organize 

• Introduce yourself and your topic 

• Frame your talk with motivation 

• Build to your conclusions – don’t include 
extraneous data/figures 

• Work on smooth segues 

• Explain why your results are new, 
interesting and important 

 

 



Format 

• Introduction 

• Methods 

• Results 

• Conclusions 

• Acknowledgements 



Making Slides: Things to Do 

• Choose your background and theme wisely 

• Keep it simple 

• Use more graphics, less text 

• Be judicious with bullets 

• Explain everything on your slide 

• Use movies when appropriate 

• Check your spelling 

• Have extra slides ready 

 



MAKING SLIDES: THINGS 

TO AVOID 

 Fancy animations 

 Clip art 

 Unrelated content 

 Low resolution images 
 Unreadable text  

 Unlabeled figures 

 “Raw” figure edges 

 Sound effects 

 

 

 



Fonts 

Do not get creative 

Or fancy 
This is a scientific presentation 

You will only appear amateur 
 

Use 18 point or larger 



 

 

 

 

 

July 27, 2021 
 

The Best Title Ever Written 

Your Name 

Affiliation 



The Best Title Ever Written 

Your Name 

Affiliation 



Slide Title Here 

Motivation for the research (1 slide) 

 
• Clinical problem?  Add some statistics? 

• Unmet need? 

• Open question? 

• New method? 

• Gap in the literature? What is new? 

• Figure? 



Slide Title Here 

Methods (1 slide) 

 
• Model (human, animals, computational?)? 

• Materials? 

• Statistical analysis? 

• Figure? 



Slide Title Here 

Results (1-3 slides) 

 
• Data 

• Figures should take up most space 

• Graphs 

• Photographs 



Slide Title Here 

Discussion/Conclusion (1-2 slides) 

 
• Summary statement 

• Future work? 

• Figure? 

 

 

Extra Slides? 
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? 
Lab 



Time 

• Fill your time 

• Don’t go over time 

• Allow time for questions 



What to Wear 



https://youtu.be/MjcO2ExtHso 

https://youtu.be/MjcO2ExtHso
https://youtu.be/MjcO2ExtHso


The number one rule: 

Practice 



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 

Who? 
 

Presenters: You!   28 presenters from several 

UW summer research programs. 

 

Invitees:  You, friends, family, lab, general 

public.  



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 

What? 
 

Content:  Your summer research project. 



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 

Where? 
 

Online: Virtual presentations via Zoom. 



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 

How? 
 

Format:  Slides or Poster; your choice 

 

Duration:  5 minutes to speak; ~3 minutes Q/A 



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 

When? 
 

Date:  August 19-20; 14 presentations each day 

 

Time:  Start each day at 9 am (PST) 

 

Agenda: Presentations group by topic/program 

 



University of Washington Summer 

Research Symposium 


