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I’ve used different colors to show the different aspects that are mixed in many LCSH 
terms and subject strings.  Red indicates the genre/form aspect.
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Artistic/visual works terms were developed with ARLIS NA Cataloging Advisory 
Committee 

General terms were developed with the ALA Subject Access Committee 
Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation General Terms Working Group

Law terms were developed with the American Association of Law Libraries’ 
Classification and Subject Cataloging Policy Advisory Working Group

Literature terms were developed with the ALA Subject Access Committee 
Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation Working Group on LCGFT Literature 
Terms

Music terms were developed with the Music Library Association Bibliographic Control 
Committee Form/Genre Task Force

Religion terms were developed with the American Theological Library Association,
coordinating with members of the Association of Jewish Libraries, the Catholic Library 
Association, and the Council on East Asian Libraries
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LCGFT authority record in OCLC Connexion Client
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Classification Web
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Classification Web search results for “Rock operas”.  It’s important to check if there is 
a scope note to help guide you in the assignment of the term in question.
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Cataloger’s Desktop now includes searching of Classification Web, provided that you
have a Class Web subscription.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

This is a screenshot from PDF file of the 2017 Edition of the Library of Congress 
Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT).  You will notice that our 
example, “Rock operas,” is not here.  This illustrates the drawback of using the PDF 
file, as it is only compiled once a year, at the beginning of the year.  Any terms added 
after will not be found in the PDF list until the following year.
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This is the January 2018 PDF of LCGFT terms and you can see that the term Rock 
operas does now appear.  However, all of the additions and changes made since 
January 2018 won’t be available on this version of the list.
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LC Linked Data Service
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LC Linked Data Service
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Library of Congress Authorities also includes authority records for LCGFT as well as 
LCSH.
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The RDA element “Form of work” can be recorded in bibliographic records, but is much more 
likely to be used in authority records.  If 655 is used in bib records, the use of 380 is probably 
redundant.

OLAC’s Best Practices for Cataloging DVD-Video and Blu-ray Discs using RDA and MARC21, 
version 1.1 (November 2017) does give a recommendation to include 380 in video records:

Best Practice Recommendation: Provide a high-level term for the form of work if 
readily ascertainable. Take the term from a controlled vocabulary (e.g., LCGFT, LCSH, 
etc.) and capitalize the first word to provide consistency.

380 __ $a Television programs $2 lcgft
380 __ $a Motion pictures $2 lcgft
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Here’s an example of LCGFT terms used for Field of Activity (MARC 372).  Alfred 
Hitchcock is well known as a director of suspense films and as a screenwriter.
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Here’s another example of LCGFT terms used for Field of Activity (MARC 372).  Aaron 
Copland was a composer of classical music, “Art music” in LCGFT.
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The slide shows an example of using $3 in the 655 field.  The DVD being cataloged 
contains two films.  Both of the films are comedy films, silent films, and fiction films, 
so the first three 655s in the record apply to all the works.  However, one of the 
works is a feature film and the other is a short film.  In this example, the titles of the 
works that the genre/form term applies to have been used in the $3.  But anything 
appropriate can go into the subfield, e.g. volume numbers, “1st work”, “2nd work”, 
accompanying disc, and so on.   Use whatever is appropriate and makes the most 
sense.
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An example of a sound recording with three different genre/forms of works.  $3 may 
be used to identify the work to which the genre/form term applies.  The first term, 
“Art music,” applies to the compilation as a whole.
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Here’s a multipart monograph consisting of an audio disc, videodisc, and map.  The 
use of $3 in 655 helps to identify what LCGFT terms apply to what part of the 
resource.
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First bullet: 

GFTM J 110 says “Note:  The use of the phrase ‘significant proportion’ is deliberate.  
Catalogers should take the intent of the resource into account and display good 
judgment when assigning terms from 
multiple levels of the hierarchy in this manner.”
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LCGFT Manual J 110
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LCGFT Manual J 110

6. Two or three related terms. If a term exists, or can be established (see J 120), that 
(1) represents the two or three genres or forms displayed by a resource, and (2) 
includes no other genres or forms within its scope, assign one term instead of two or 
three narrower terms.
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LCGFT Manual J 110

7. Rule of three.  If a genre/form term includes in its scope more than three sub-
genres or forms, but the resource being cataloged consists of only two or three of 
those sub-genres or forms, assign the appropriate two or three terms instead of the 
broader term.

If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies. 
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LCGFT Manual J 110

7. Rule of three.  If a genre/form term includes in its scope more than three sub-
genres or forms, but the resource being cataloged consists of only two or three of 
those sub-genres or forms, assign the appropriate two or three terms instead of the 
broader term.

If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies. 

8. Rule of four. In certain circumstances it may be preferable to assign terms for four 
sub-genres or forms of a broad term. If a term covers a broad range and each sub-
genre or form comprises only a small portion of that whole range, assign the four 
sub-genres or forms. For example, a poetry anthology that consists of haiku, senryu, 
tanka, and kyōka may be assigned terms for those 
four genres instead of the broad term Poetry.

LC practice: Do not exceed four sub-genres or forms under any circumstances.
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LCGFT Manual J 110
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LCGFT Manual J 110

The last two valid examples are uncontrolled genre/form access points.  They could 
be added in addition to the controlled form, but they may not be coded as being 
LCGFT.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.  Terms in LCSH 
with “etc.” were deemed undesirable, so you won’t find them in LCGFT.  All terms 
were reevaluated to be sure that they reflected current and common usage and 
made sense as stand-alone genre/form terms.
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A simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form subdivision.  
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Another dictionary, but in this case there is a more specific LCGFT term available.  
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Another simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form subdivision.  
It won’t always be this simple, however!  And note, that in this case, two additional 
LCGFT terms are appropriate to add based on the content of the resource.
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Another situation in which the LCGFT term assigned does not correspond to the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Annual reports is the specific term 
appropriate to this work, so only it is assigned from LCGFT.

Note: just because something is issued annually does not make it an “Annual report”

The form subdivision $v Periodicals is used in a much broader sense than the actual 
definition of the term.  Although one might assign the LCGFT term Periodicals, 
probably the broader term Serial publications is more appropriate for this publication.

From the Subject Headings Manual H 1927: “In subject cataloging practice the term 
periodical is defined as a publication other than a newspaper that is actually or 
purportedly issued according to a regular schedule (monthly, quarterly, biennially, 
etc.) in successive parts, each of which bears a numerical or chronological 
designation, and that is intended to be continued indefinitely. This definition is 
broader than the traditional definition, which states that a periodical is generally 
published more frequently than annually and normally contains separate 
articles. The term serial is frequently used in a broader sense to refer to any title 
cataloged as a serial, including periodicals, newspapers, monographic series, etc. The 
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subdivision –Periodicals is used under headings assigned to serials that conform to 
the subject cataloging definition of periodicals.”
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Although LCGFT does not allow explicit inclusion of the audience or creators of a 
work, you can see that the Newspaper Genre List ($2 ngl) does have such terms.
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The top term Literature is unlikely to be used very much, since more specific terms 
will generally be available.  The scope not for it says: Collections of literary works that 
are composed of multiple genres and/or forms to which more specific headings such 
as Lyric poetry or Science fiction cannot be applied.

All of the terms below Literature may be used for both collections and individual 
works.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.
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Frame stories: stories that contain other stories
Metadramas: drama that self-consciously calls attention to its own fictional status as 
a theatrical pretense, often through the use of a play-within-a-play
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1. Fiction. In addition to terms assigned in accordance with the guidelines in J 110, 
assign a term that indicates the length of the resource when it is readily apparent 
(e.g., Novels; Novellas; Short stories; Flash fiction). 

Flash fiction: very short fiction of just a page or two; short stories of extreme brevity.
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A collection of short stories about sports.
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An individually published short story.
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A classic Florida novel.
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This is a compilation of works by different authors, issued as an annual publication, so 
here we have literature genre/form terms and a general term.  For the fiction aspect, 
two terms are given, one for the genre (horror) and one for the length (short stories).

Genre/Form Terms Manual J 235 Literature

1. Fiction. In addition to terms assigned in accordance with the guidelines in J 110, 
assign a term that indicates the length of the resource when it is readily apparent 
(e.g., Novels; Novellas; Short stories; Flash fiction).
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A collection by one author.

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 64

TBLC Catalogers Group Meeting 2018 July 12, 2018



An individually published poem.

LCGFT Manual J 235: “If the genre or form of a poem or collection of poetry is known 
to the cataloger due to the cataloger’s academic or cultural background, etc., one or 
more genre/form terms may be assigned to represent the genre or form.”  
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A journal that publishes two kinds of poetry.
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Here we have both a literature genre/form term and a general term.  The broad term 
Poetry is used, as the collection contains a large variety of different types of poems.

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 67

TBLC Catalogers Group Meeting 2018 July 12, 2018



Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 68

TBLC Catalogers Group Meeting 2018 July 12, 2018



Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 69

TBLC Catalogers Group Meeting 2018 July 12, 2018



A collection of plays.  No particular genre identified.
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A collection of plays by one author in a single form.  No particular genre identified.
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An individual work with multiple genres and a form (Theatrical adaptations).
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The initial group of artistic and visual works terms were approved in February 2018, 
so this is the newest group of terms added to LCGFT.  From the Introduction to LCGFT 
(https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCGFT/2018%20LCGFT%20intro.pdf):

“The project to establish genre/form terms for artistic and visual works was a 
collaboration between the Cataloging Advisory Committee (CAC) of the Art Libraries 
Society of North America and LC. The project initially focused solely on terms used to 
describe artistic works, but materials that are acquired for art collections are not 
always inherently artistic. That is, the materials are not “art for art’s sake” but are 
created to serve an informational, documentary, or other purpose (e.g., architectural 
drawings, trading cards, photographs). The practical need for terms to describe 
materials that are visual but not necessarily artistic led the CAC and PSD to determine 
that the highest-level broader term for those materials should be Visual works.

“That decision led to the reconsideration of the hierarchies in LCGFT because 
numerous authorized terms describe visual materials. The former broadest terms 
Motion pictures, Television programs, and Video recordings are now narrower terms 
under Visual works, and so is the high-level term Maps. The hierarchies for several 
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other individual terms that refer to visual materials were also adjusted.”
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First and second subbullets: Note: The terms describe audiences, not genres or forms, 
and are provided in LCGFT as exceptions. 

The terms Video recordings for the hearing impaired and Video recordings for 
people with visual disabilities, which likewise refer to audiences, are also provided 
as exceptions. Individual libraries may choose to develop local policies to assign them 
instead of, or in addition to, the above required terms. 
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OLAC’s Library of Congress Genre-Form Thesaurus (LCGFT) for Moving Images: Best 
Practices (December 13, 2011)

Terms may be assigned from the same hierarchy:  “First, OPACs, generally, neither do 
a good job of guiding the user through the syndetic structure nor make it easy to 
search both the larger category (e.g., Comedy films) and all
of its subcategories (e.g., Screwball comedy films, Parody films) at one time. 
Assigning terms at different levels would make it easier for users to do 
comprehensive searches.” 
“Secondly, with topical headings, some specificity is lost by using broader headings in 
addition to headings that are specific to the item because it becomes impossible to 
retrieve items solely on the general, broader topic (e.g., if a library used Psychology as 
a subject heading on all psychology-related works as opposed to only general 
overviews). Genre terms are not specific in this same way. Specialized types of 
comedies are not lesser members of the general category of comedy.”

Fiction films/Nonfiction films and Fiction television programs/Nonfiction television 
programs: Though these terms may not seem useful for direct searching, they have 
great potential as search limits or in faceted interfaces, particularly when combined 
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with genres that are not inherently either fiction or nonfiction, such as Biographical 
films.

Filmed or televised performances are considered recordings of events, and, 
therefore, nonfiction. For unclear cases, use cataloger judgment, taking into 
consideration the intent of the filmmakers and the likely perception of the audience.

Short films vs. Feature films: Do not apply to film serials, materials that were 
originally made for television, recordings of events such as lectures or conferences, 
instructional materials, live performances, unedited footage, or materials intended 
primarily as visual or conceptual art. When in doubt, apply the term. 
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This is an example of a brand new recording issued on vinyl, which is still very popular 
and even growing in popularity again.
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Note: one could use $3 in the 655s to specify which pieces are which genre/form.
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See the Special Applications and Instructions section of chapter 4 of Cartographic
Resources Manual for additional instructions on special kinds of cartographic 
resources.
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The LCGFT term Cartographic materials for people with visual disabilities is one of 
those exceptional terms that includes an audience.  It’s possible that in the future 
these will be cancelled or changed to some other form, such as Tactile cartographic 
materials.
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From the Introduction to Library of Congress Demographic Group Terms:

“When LCGFT is fully implemented, LCSH form headings – including those that 
include both form and audience, or form and creator/contributor characteristics – will 
no longer be assigned to resources that are for particular audiences, or by members 
of a particular demographic group. Those headings will be reserved for topical 
resources  about those resources.”
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LC distributed this notice in February 2018:

February 5, 2018

Phase 3 of the development of Library of Congress Demographic Group Terms 
(LCDGT) is now ended because sufficient proposals have been received to allow a 
thorough evaluation of LCDGT’s structure and principles. Additional proposals for new 
and revised demographic group terms will not be accepted until further notice.

LCDGT is intended to describe the creators of, and contributors to, resources, and 
also the intended audience of resources. Terms may be assigned in bibliographic 
records and in authority records for works and expressions.

The development of the pilot vocabulary has been undertaken in phases. During 
phases 1 and 2, specialists in the Policy and Standards Division (PSD) of the Library of 
Congress made proposals that were chiefly intended to test theories on policies, 
highlight specific areas of concern (e.g., conflict situations; hierarchies), provide 
useful examples, and serve as the basis for future development. During Phase 3, 
which began in January 2016, PSD accepted proposals for new and revised terms 
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needed in new cataloging and thereby tested policies for proposing demographic 
group terms.

Questions and comments about LCDGT may be directed to Janis L. Young at 
jayo@loc.gov. 
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Field Definition and Scope

A category of persons for which a resource is intended or a category of persons 
representing the intellectual level for which the content of a resource is considered 
appropriate.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple audience characteristics from 
the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the characteristics in the field must all come from the same group. 
Terms from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the 
field.
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Field Definition and Scope

A group category to which the creator(s) of a work or compilation of works, or the 
contributor(s) to an expression or compilation of expressions, belongs.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple creator/contributor group 
categories from the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same 
field in separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the categories in the field must all come from the same group. Terms 
from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the field.
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Note: There currently is no collective term in LCDGT for Native Americans
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$i - Relationship information
Designation of a relationship between one or more members of the demographic 
group recorded in the 386 field and the resource described in the 1XX/245 of the 
record. This may be an uncontrolled textual phrase or a controlled textual value from 
a list of relationships between bibliographic resources. 

This example is a graphic novel for middle school students by two brothers, one of 
whom lives in Washington State and the other who lives in Oregon.  The subfield $i
can be used to distinguish the role of the persons with each demographic group term 
recorded. 
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$i - Relationship information
Designation of a relationship between one or more members of the demographic 
group recorded in the 386 field and the resource described in the 1XX/245 of the 
record. This may be an uncontrolled textual phrase or a controlled textual value from 
a list of relationships between bibliographic resources. 

If gender was important, it could be included as another subfield $a in the 386 fields, 
the 386 fields could be doubled, or the $i could be repeated:

386 __ $i Composer $i Instrumentalist (piano) $i Conductor: $a Men $2 lcdgt
386 __ $i Instrumentalist (ondes Martenot): $a Women $2 lcdgt

Sanseis: third generation Japanese-Americans
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$4 - Relationship
Code or URI that specifies the relationship from the entity described in the record to 
the entity referenced in the field. 

113

TBLC Catalogers Group Meeting 2018

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

July 12, 2018



$3 - Materials specified
Part of the described materials to which the field applies. 

In the example, all of the plays are by British authors. Four are by English authors and 
one is by a Scot. Three are by men and two by women.
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$3 - Materials specified
Part of the described materials to which the field applies. 

This example shows the use of $3 in combination with $i.  A sound recording of wind 
quintets performed by the York Winds. All of the compositions are by men.  Three are 
by Canadians and one by an American.  One of the works by Canadians is by a 
Swedish Canadian.
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The primary source for access to the approved LCDGT terms is Classification Web.  
The terms can now also be searched in Cataloger’s Desktop if you also have a 
Classification Web subscription.  There is a PDF file compiled annually posted on the 
LCDGT Manual web page.  Authority records in MARC UTF-8 format may be freely 
downloaded from http://classificationweb.net/LCDGT/, and they are also available for 
download in a variety of formats from LC’s Linked Data Service, http://id.loc.gov.
Hopefully, with enough interest, people will convince OCLC to make the terms 
available through Connexion, so you can search the authorities there.
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In LCSH some class of persons headings are formed by adding subdivisions to a main 
heading:

Breast $x Cancer $x Patients
Bookstores $x Employees

There are no subdivided terms in LCDGT.  All terms are formed in direct order as 
plural nouns.

Terms for Native American tribes are formed the same way in LCDGT as they are for 
other groups around the world. The term for the tribe or ethnic group is qualified by a 
qualifier in the form “([demonym] people)”.  Hence “Cherokee (North American 
people)” and “Basques (European people)” and “Bengali (South Asian people)”.  This 
provides consistency throughout the vocabulary and is less North American-centric.
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LCDGT via Classification Web
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LCDGT via Classification Web
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Authority record for LCDGT term Academic librarians viewed in Classification Web
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If you have a subscription to both Classification Web and Cataloger’s Desktop, you 
can now search LCDGT terms through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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If you have a subscription to both Classification Web and Cataloger’s Desktop, you 
can now search LCDGT terms through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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LCDGT via the LC Linked Data Service
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Screen display after clicking on the Gender Group link
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PDF file of LCDGT on the LCDGT Manual website.  This is only updated annually.
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Netanel Ganin (former of Brandeis University, now at Library of Congress National 
Audio-Visual Conservation Center) is generating an alphabetical list of the terms for 
those who don’t have access to Classification Web. 
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New and changed demographic terms are published on the LC Subject Headings 
Monthly Lists at http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/weeklylists/ or 
https://classificationweb.net/approved-subjects/
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The LCDGT Manual, currently in a draft edition, is the source for guidelines and 
principles for assigning and establishing LCDGT terms.  The manual is available in PDF 
form online.  The final version, expected some time in 2018, will probably also be 
available through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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The Program for Cooperative Cataloging has not yet announced a particular practice 
or best practice.
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L 480

1. b. Implicit indication of intended Audience. 
Assign one or more terms that describe the intended audience and that come readily 
to mind from a superficial review of the resource, including the subject matter, 
format, etc. Assign such terms with caution, since even resources that seem to have a 
relatively narrow inferred audience may be useful to a wide variety of readers, 
depending on the viewpoints of the readers. In case of doubt, do not include terms 
for audiences that are only inferred. 
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Avoid assigning terms based on a photograph or picture of the creator, or based on 
the creator’s name, because they can be misleading regarding age, ethnicity, gender, 
etc. Gendered titles such as Ms., Mr., or Dottoressa (i.e., an Italian title for a female 
university graduate) may be useful in assigning terms describing gender, but they 
must be used with caution, as must pronouns such as he, she, and their equivalents 
in other languages. 
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They are all named Michael.  

Michael Learned, actress from the TV show The Waltons
Michael Steele, bassist and guitarist in bands such as The Bangles and The Runaways
Michael Burnham, fictional character on Star Trek: Discovery, portrayed by American 
actress Sonequa Martin-Green
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It is highly unlikely that someone will come to the reference/information desk with a 
question such as: “do you have any music by composers?” or “I’d like to find all of the 
novels you have by authors.”  Therefore it is unnecessary and redundant to record a 
creator term that corresponds to the format of the resource being cataloged.   On the 
other hand, users might want to know if you have any novels written by composers, 
or music written by poets.
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Another possible 385 that could be useful here, especially since LCGFT does not have 
the term Family films:

385   Families $2 lcdgt
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Note: Spanish students is not yet established in LCDGT.  If a library were cataloging 
this resource, they would probably want to propose this term through SACO.  The 
omission of $2 in the first 385 field shows that the term is currently uncontrolled.
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The second 385 field contains a term taken from LCSH, because the needed term was 
not found in LCDGT.  It could be proposed for LCDGT through SACO.  This atlas 
contains both large print and braille, so its audience is both blind persons and people 
with limited sight.
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This is a compilation of short stories by Californian women.  Currently, LC does not 
accept proposals for demonyms below the level of a state or province, that is, 
demonyms for local places like cities.  There’s nothing that prevents you, however, 
from recording an uncontrolled term, should you decide that is important for access.  
Simply record the term without a subfield $2.  Another option is to record the local 
place in the 370 subfield $g (place of origin of work or expression).

Since users looking for American short stories would probably also want to retrieve 
this collection, it might also be beneficial to include a 386 for Americans as well.
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A novel by a Floridian woman author.  The second 386 is not called for by the LCDGT 
manual, but might be useful in faceted discovery systems.
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An individual work.

Note: the third 386, Civil rights workers, is not yet in LCDGT.  The LCSH term has been 
recorded, but it could be proposed through SACO to be added to LCDGT.
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A collection of Russian music by different male composers.  The slide illustrates the 
use of subfield $i.
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The symphony was written when the composer was 13. The quintet when he was 12.  
The slide illustrates the use of subfields $3 and $i
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Another individual work.  In this example, the cataloger has chose to record the demographic group 
codes in subfield $n in addition to the LCDGT terms.  Both audience (385) and creator/contributor 
characteristics (386) have been recorded.  In this example the creator (Lindgren) and the contributor 
(Nyman) are both Swedish women.  The translator (another contributor) is unnamed.
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Although there is some meaning in overlap between the age group “Preteens” and the educational 
level groups recorded here, because the terms are from different categories, they can all be recorded.
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A serial for teenagers, written by Americans.
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A few examples of what is possible in discovery systems.  Here we are in the 
University of Oregon Primo online catalog, and we start with a keyword search for the 
word “films”.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

On the left side of the screen, there is a genre/form facet that enables you to include 
or exclude particular genres.
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In this slide, I’ve done a keyword search for “novels” in the University of Washington 
Primo discovery system (sandbox version; you won’t yet see this in the publicly 
available catalog).  There are facets for LCGFT (not shown in slide), Original Date, 
Original Language, Associated Place, Creator Demographic Group, and Audience, 
among others.  

Second click: If you click “Show More” in the Creator Demographic Group box, you 
get a larger list of choices.
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After selecting the demographic group “African Americans” to filter the search 
results, you get a screen such as this one.  Let’s now click on the second title in the 
list of results (Harlem Renaissance)…
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The entire record is not shown in this slide, but you can see that genre/forms 
assigned are displayed and clickable, and work information recorded in various fields 
(dates of the works in the collection and creator demographic groups) are shown in 
the item details part of the display.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

Brigham Young University is the only other library that I’m aware of that is displaying 
LCDGT audience and creator/contributor terms.  The terms are also keyword indexed 
for searching.  No limiting facets yet, however.
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