
1

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 2

October 28, 2017



I’ve used different colors to show the different aspects that are mixed in many LCSH 
terms and subject strings.  Red indicates the genre/form aspect.
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General terms were developed with the ALA Subject Access Committee 
Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation General Terms Working Group

Law terms were developed with the American Association of Law Libraries’ 
Classification and Subject Cataloging Policy Advisory Working Group

Literature terms were developed with the ALA Subject Access Committee 
Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation Working Group on LCGFT Literature 
Terms

Music terms were developed with the Music Library Association Bibliographic Control 
Committee Form/Genre Task Force

Religion terms were developed with the American Theological Library Association, 
coordinating with members of the Association of Jewish Libraries, the Catholic Library 
Association, and the Council on East Asian Libraries

From ALA/ALCTS/CaMMS Subject Analysis Committee Annual Conference, Chicago, 
Illinois June 24, 2017 Report from the Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation 
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(http://connect.ala.org/files/ALA%20Annual%202017%20%20SAC%20GFIS%20Report
.docx): “The Working Group (WG) on Genre/Form of Videogames selected 75 terms 
from an initial list of hundreds. The WG proceeded to create authority records, and by 
the time of ALA Annual they had already created records for 55 of the 75 terms. By 
ALA Midwinter 2018 the WG plans to add scope notes to authority records for all 75 
genre terms. Conceivably the specialists at PSD will not be ready to incorporate the 
production of this new vocabulary to their current list of priorities in the near future. 
However the WG on Genre/Form of Videogames has been offered the option of 
adding the vocabulary to the Open Data Registry under the sponsorship of Online 
Audiovisual Catalogers (OLAC). In that case the G/F of Videogames would be 
published under the patronage of the Subject Analysis Committee (SAC) and the 
sponsorship of OLAC. The source code that would be used in bibliographic records 
would then be $2 olac. There might still be a chance that PSD will make a favorable 
decision by the time ALA Midwinter 2018 opens.”

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

October 28, 2017

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 6



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 7

October 28, 2017



LCGFT authority record in OCLC Connexion Client
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Classification Web

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

9
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



Classification Web search results for “Rock operas”.  It’s important to check if there is 
a scope note to help guide you in the assignment of the term in question.
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Cataloger’s Desktop now includes searching of Classification Web, provided that you
have a Class Web subscription.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

This is a screenshot from PDF file of the 2017 Edition of the Library of Congress 
Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT).  You will notice that our 
example, “Rock operas,” is not here.  This illustrates the drawback of using the PDF 
file, as it is only compiled once a year, at the beginning of the year.  Any terms added 
after will not be found in the PDF list until the following year.
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LC Linked Data Service
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LC Linked Data Service
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Library of Congress Authorities also includes authority records for LCGFT as well as 
LCSH.
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The RDA element “Form of work” can be recorded in bibliographic records, but is much more 
likely to be used in authority records.  If 655 is used in bib records, the use of 380 is probably 
redundant.

OLAC’s Best Practices for Cataloging DVD-Video and Blu-ray Discs using RDA and MARC21, 
version 1.0 (January 2015) does give a recommendation to include 380 in video records:

Best Practice Recommendation: Provide the form of work if readily ascertainable.  Take terms 
from a controlled vocabulary (e.g., LCGFT, LCSH, etc.) and capitalize the first word to provide 
consistency.

380 __ $a Television program.
380 __ $a Motion picture.

The examples given in the guideline, however, don’t follow the recommendation to take 
terms from a controlled vocabulary.  If they did, they would be:

380 __ $a Television programs $2 lcgft
380 __ $a Motion pictures $2 lcgft

22
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

October 28, 2017



Here’s an example of LCGFT terms used for Field of Activity (MARC 372).  Alfred 
Hitchcock is well known as a director of suspense films and as a screenwriter.
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Here’s another example of LCGFT terms used for Field of Activity (MARC 372).  Aaron 
Copland was a composer of classical music, “Art music” in LCGFT.
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The slide shows an example of using $3 in the 655 field.  The DVD being cataloged 
contains two films.  Both of the films are comedy films, silent films, and fiction films, 
so the first three 655s in the record apply to all the works.  However, one of the 
works is a feature film and the other is a short film.  In this example, the titles of the 
works that the genre/form term applies to have been used in the $3.  But anything 
appropriate can go into the subfield, e.g. volume numbers, “1st work”, “2nd work”, 
accompanying disc, and so on.   Use whatever is appropriate and makes the most 
sense.
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An example of a sound recording with three different genre/forms of works.  $3 may 
be used to identify the work to which the genre/form term applies.  The first term, 
“Art music,” applies to the compilation as a whole.
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Here’s a multipart monograph consisting of an audio disc, videodisc, and map.  The 
use of $3 in 655 helps to identify what LCGFT terms apply to what part of the 
resource.
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First bullet: 

GFTM J 110 says “Note:  The use of the phrase ‘significant proportion’ is deliberate.  
Catalogers should take the intent of the resource into account and display good 
judgment when assigning terms from 
multiple levels of the hierarchy in this manner.”
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LCGFT Manual J 110
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LCGFT Manual J 110

6. Two or three related terms. If a term exists, or can be established (see J 120), that 
(1) represents the two or three genres or forms displayed by a resource, and (2) 
includes no other genres or forms within its scope, assign one term instead of two or 
three narrower terms.
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LCGFT Manual J 110

7. Rule of three.  If a genre/form term includes in its scope more than three sub-
genres or forms, but the resource being cataloged consists of only two or three of 
those sub-genres or forms, assign the appropriate two or three terms instead of the 
broader term.

If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies. 
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LCGFT Manual J 110

7. Rule of three.  If a genre/form term includes in its scope more than three sub-
genres or forms, but the resource being cataloged consists of only two or three of 
those sub-genres or forms, assign the appropriate two or three terms instead of the 
broader term.

If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies. 

8. Rule of four. In certain circumstances it may be preferable to assign terms for four 
sub-genres or forms of a broad term. If a term covers a broad range and each sub-
genre or form comprises only a small portion of that whole range, assign the four 
sub-genres or forms. For example, a poetry anthology that consists of haiku, senryu, 
tanka, and kyōka may be assigned terms for those 
four genres instead of the broad term Poetry.

LC practice: Do not exceed four sub-genres or forms under any circumstances.
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LCGFT Manual J 110
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LCGFT Manual J 110

The last two valid examples are uncontrolled genre/form access points.  They could 
be added in addition to the controlled form, but they may not be coded as being 
LCGFT.
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Since this work has been classed in a number for fugues, the LCGFT term “Fugues” is 
given as the first 655 field.

"This volume features ten preludes, fugues, and prelude-fugue pairs from the early 
nineteenth through mid-twentieth centuries, by Charles Zeuner, Carl Czerny, Joseph 
Sulzer, and others.  Included are pieces of a range of difficulties and lengths, with and 
without pedals, that are suitable for both service playing and concert use"--Back 
cover.
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A sound recording of a number of kinds of orchestral works.  
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Answer:

655 _7  Feature films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Fiction films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Car-chase films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Circus films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Ethnographic films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Documentary films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Nonfiction films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Stop-motion animation films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Animated films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  Short films. $2 lcgft

or

655 _7  $3 Title A ; Title B ; Title C: $a Feature films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title A ; Title B ; Title D: $a Fiction films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title A: $a Car-chase films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title B: $a Circus films. $2 lcgft

CEAL Cataloging Workshop - LCGFT and 
LCDGT
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655 _7  $3 Title C: $a Ethnographic films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title C: $a Documentary films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title C: $a Nonfiction films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title D: $a Stop-motion animation films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title D: $a Animated films. $2 lcgft
655 _7  $3 Title D: $a Short films. $2 lcgft

Note: OLAC best practices for moving images allows the assignment for terms from 
different levels of the same hierarchy.  This is why Ethnographic films, Documentary 
films, and Nonfiction films and why Stop-motion animation films and Animated films 
can all be assigned.
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Answer:

655 _7 Puns. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Shaggy dog stories. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Spoonerisms. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Humorous fiction. $2 lcgft

In LCGFT, Feghoots is a UF for Shaggy dog stories.

The rule of three does not apply, because there are more than three sub-genres of 
humor here.

“If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies.”

The rule of four applies in this case, because the broader term Humor has many 
additional narrower terms besides the four above.

CEAL Cataloging Workshop - LCGFT and 
LCDGT
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Answer:

655 _7 Puns. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Shaggy dog stories. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Spoonerisms. $2 lcgft
655 _7 Humorous fiction. $2 lcgft

In LCGFT, Feghoots is a UF for Shaggy dog stories.

The rule of three does not apply, because there are more than three sub-genres of 
humor here.

“If a resource displays more than three of the narrower terms of a single broader 
term, assign the broader term unless the rule of four, described below, applies.”

The rule of four applies in this case, because the broader term Humor has many 
additional narrower terms besides the four above.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.  Terms in LCSH 
with “etc.” were deemed undesirable, so you won’t find them in LCGFT.  All terms 
were reevaluated to be sure that they reflected current and common usage and 
made sense as stand-alone genre/form terms.
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LC has posted a hierarchical arrangement of the general terms that the GFIS Working 
Group created.  Note that the current version online, dated December 3, 2014, does 
not reflect any changes that LC may have made to the records during the editorial 
process.
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Another very simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form
subdivision.  
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LCGFT has the general term Posters, but also a number of more specific terms for 
kinds of posters.  Other examples include: Environmental posters, Geological 
posters, Political posters, Propaganda posters, Travel posters.
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Artists’ books is not yet in LCGFT, so the term is coded here with a second indicator 
value of 0, meaning that the term is from LCSH.  However, this term will be coming 
into LCGFT through the upcoming project to add art terms.
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First and second subbullets: Note: The terms describe audiences, not genres or forms, 
and are provided in LCGFT as exceptions. 

The terms Video recordings for the hearing impaired and Video recordings for 
people with visual disabilities, which likewise refer to audiences, are also provided 
as exceptions. Individual libraries may choose to develop local policies to assign them 
instead of, or in addition to, the above required terms. 
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OLAC’s Library of Congress Genre-Form Thesaurus (LCGFT) for Moving Images: Best 
Practices (December 13, 2011)

Terms may be assigned from the same hierarchy:  “First, OPACs, generally, neither do 
a good job of guiding the user through the syndetic structure nor make it easy to 
search both the larger category (e.g., Comedy films) and all
of its subcategories (e.g., Screwball comedy films, Parody films) at one time. 
Assigning terms at different levels would make it easier for users to do 
comprehensive searches.” 
“Secondly, with topical headings, some specificity is lost by using broader headings in 
addition to headings that are specific to the item because it becomes impossible to 
retrieve items solely on the general, broader topic (e.g., if a library used Psychology as 
a subject heading on all psychology-related works as opposed to only general 
overviews). Genre terms are not specific in this same way. Specialized types of 
comedies are not lesser members of the general category of comedy.”

Fiction films/Nonfiction films and Fiction television programs/Nonfiction television 
programs: Though these terms may not seem useful for direct searching, they have 
great potential as search limits or in faceted interfaces, particularly when combined 
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with genres that are not inherently either fiction or nonfiction, such as Biographical 
films.

Filmed or televised performances are considered recordings of events, and, 
therefore, nonfiction. For unclear cases, use cataloger judgment, taking into 
consideration the intent of the filmmakers and the likely perception of the audience.

Short films vs. Feature films: Do not apply to film serials, materials that were 
originally made for television, recordings of events such as lectures or conferences, 
instructional materials, live performances, unedited footage, or materials intended 
primarily as visual or conceptual art. When in doubt, apply the term. 
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This is an example of a brand new recording issued on vinyl, which is still very popular 
and even growing in popularity again.
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Note: one could use $3 in the 655s to specify which pieces are which genre/form.
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See the Special Applications and Instructions section of chapter 4 of Cartographic
Resources Manual for additional instructions on special kinds of cartographic 
resources.
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The LCGFT term Cartographic materials for people with visual disabilities is one of 
those exceptional terms that includes an audience.  It’s possible that in the future 
these will be cancelled or changed to some other form, such as Tactile cartographic 
materials.

CLA 2017 Preconference - LCGFT and LCDGT
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From the Introduction to Library of Congress Demographic Group Terms:

“When LCGFT is fully implemented, LCSH form headings – including those that 
include both form and audience, or form and creator/contributor characteristics – will 
no longer be assigned to resources that are 
for particular audiences, or by members of a particular demographic group. Those 
headings will be reserved for topical resources  about those resources.”
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Field Definition and Scope

A category of persons for which a resource is intended or a category of persons 
representing the intellectual level for which the content of a resource is considered 
appropriate.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple audience characteristics from 
the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the characteristics in the field must all come from the same group. 
Terms from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the 
field.
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Field Definition and Scope

A group category to which the creator(s) of a work or compilation of works, or the 
contributor(s) to an expression or compilation of expressions, belongs.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple creator/contributor group 
categories from the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same 
field in separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the categories in the field must all come from the same group. Terms 
from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the field.
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Note: There currently is no collective term in LCDGT for Native Americans
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$i - Relationship information
Designation of a relationship between one or more members of the demographic 
group recorded in the 386 field and the resource described in the 1XX/245 of the 
record. This may be an uncontrolled textual phrase or a controlled textual value from 
a list of relationships between bibliographic resources. 

If gender was important, it could be included as another subfield $a in the 386 fields, 
the 386 fields could be doubled, or the $i could be repeated:

386 __ $i Composer $i Instrumentalist (piano) $i Conductor: $a Men $2 lcdgt
386 __ $i Instrumentalist (ondes Martenot): $a Women $2 lcdgt

Sanseis: third generation Japanese-Americans

OCLC will fix a validation error with $i in its December 3 validation install. You will be 
able to use $i in the 386 field after then.
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$4 - Relationship
Code or URI that specifies the relationship from the entity described in the record to 
the entity referenced in the field. 
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The primary source for access to the approved LCDGT terms is Classification Web.  
The terms can now also be searched in Cataloger’s Desktop if you also have a 
Classification Web subscription.  There is a PDF file compiled annually posted on the 
LCDGT Manual web page.  Authority records in MARC UTF-8 format may be freely 
downloaded from http://classificationweb.net/LCDGT/, and they are also available for 
download in a variety of formats from LC’s Linked Data Service, http://id.loc.gov.
Hopefully, with enough interest, people will convince OCLC to make the terms 
available through Connexion, so you can search the authorities there.
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In LCSH some class of persons headings are formed by adding subdivisions to a main 
heading:

Breast $x Cancer $x Patients
Bookstores $x Employees

There are no subdivided terms in LCDGT.  All terms are formed in direct order as 
plural nouns.

Terms for Native American tribes are formed the same way in LCDGT as they are for 
other groups around the world. The term for the tribe or ethnic group is qualified by a 
qualifier in the form “([demonym] people)”.  Hence “Cherokee (North American 
people)” and “Basques (European people)” and “Bengali (South Asian people)”.  This 
provides consistency throughout the vocabulary and is less North American-centric.
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LCDGT via Classification Web
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LCDGT via Classification Web
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Authority record for LCDGT term Academic librarians viewed in Classification Web
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If you have a subscription to both Classification Web and Cataloger’s Desktop, you 
can now search LCDGT terms through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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If you have a subscription to both Classification Web and Cataloger’s Desktop, you 
can now search LCDGT terms through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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LCDGT via the LC Linked Data Service
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Screen display after clicking on the Gender Group link
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PDF file of LCDGT on the LCDGT Manual website.  This is only updated annually.
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Netanel Ganin (former of Brandeis University, now at Library of Congress National 
Audio-Visual Conservation Center) is generating an alphabetical list of the terms for 
those who don’t have access to Classification Web. 
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New and changed demographic terms are published on the LC Subject Headings 
Monthly Lists at http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/weeklylists/ or 
https://classificationweb.net/approved-subjects/
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The LCDGT Manual, currently in a draft edition, is the source for guidelines and 
principles for assigning and establishing LCDGT terms.  The manual is available in PDF 
form online.  The final version, expected some time in 2018, will probably also be 
available through Cataloger’s Desktop.
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The Program for Cooperative Cataloging has not yet announced a particular practice 
or best practice.
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L 480

1. b. Implicit indication of intended Audience. 
Assign one or more terms that describe the intended audience and that come readily 
to mind from a superficial review of the resource, including the subject matter, 
format, etc. Assign such terms with caution, since even resources that seem to have a 
relatively narrow inferred audience may be useful to a wide variety of readers, 
depending on the viewpoints of the readers. In case of doubt, do not include terms 
for audiences that are only inferred. 
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Avoid assigning terms based on a photograph or picture of the creator, or based on 
the creator’s name, because they can be misleading regarding age, ethnicity, gender, 
etc. Gendered titles such as Ms., Mr., or Dottoressa (i.e., an Italian title for a female 
university graduate) may be useful in assigning terms describing gender, but they 
must be used with caution, as must pronouns such as he, she, and their equivalents 
in other languages. 
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They are all named Michael.  

Michael Learned, actress from the TV show The Waltons
Michael Steele, bassist and guitarist in bands such as The Bangles and The Runaways
Michael Burnham, fictional character on Star Trek: Discovery, portrayed by American 
actress Sonequa Martin-Green
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It is highly unlikely that someone will come to the reference/information desk with a 
question such as: “do you have any music by composers?” or “I’d like to find all of the 
novels you have by authors.”  Therefore it is unnecessary and redundant to record a 
creator term that corresponds to the format of the resource being cataloged.   On the 
other hand, users might want to know if you have any novels written by composers, 
or music written by poets.
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Another possible 385 that could be useful here, especially since LCGFT does not have 
the term Family films:

385   Families $2 lcdgt
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Note: Spanish students is not yet established in LCDGT.  If a library were cataloging 
this resource, they would probably want to propose this term through SACO.  The 
omission of $2 in the first 385 field shows that the term is currently uncontrolled.
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The second 385 field contains a term taken from LCSH, because the needed term was 
not found in LCDGT.  It could be proposed for LCDGT through SACO.  This atlas 
contains both large print and braille, so its audience is both blind persons and people 
with limited sight.
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CEAL Cataloging Workshop - LCGFT and 
LCDGT
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This is a compilation of short stories by Californian women.  Currently, LC does not 
accept proposals for demonyms below the level of a state or province, that is, 
demonyms for local places like cities.  There’s nothing that prevents you, however, 
from recording an uncontrolled term, should you decide that is important for access.  
Simply record the term without a subfield $2.  Another option is to record the local 
place in the 370 subfield $g (place of origin of work or expression).

Since users looking for American short stories would probably also want to retrieve 
this collection, it might also be beneficial to include a 386 for Americans as well.
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An individual work.

Note: the third 386, Civil rights workers, is not yet in LCDGT.  The LCSH term has been 
recorded, but it could be proposed through SACO to be added to LCDGT.
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A sound recording of jazz by a Lithuanian composer, performed by a Lithuanian jazz 
quartet.

Another way to do this:

386 __ $i Composer: $a Lithuanians $2 lcdgt
386 __ $i Performer: $a Lithuanians $2 lcdgt

or even

386 __ $i Composer, $i Performer: $a Lithuanians $2 lcdgt
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According to AllMusic, Ty Segall was born June 8, 1987 in Laguna Beach, California, 
and he is a California-based garage rock revivalist and lo-fi musician.

I’ve included Americans in addition to Californians, in contradiction to the draft 
LCDGT Manual, because users might want to facet on the national group rather than 
the regional group.
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A collection of Russian music by different male composers.  The slide illustrates the 
use of subfield $i.
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The symphony was written when the composer was 13. The quintet when he was 12.  
The slide illustrates the use of subfields $3 and $i
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Another slide showing how $i and $3 may be combined if necessary.

Linda Wang is String Chair and Professor of Violin at University of Denver's Lamont 
School of Music

I’ve included both Coloradans and Americans in the last 386 because users might just 
be looking for any American regardless of state.
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Another individual work.  In this example, the cataloger has chose to record the demographic group 
codes in subfield $n in addition to the LCDGT terms.  Both audience (385) and creator/contributor 
characteristics (386) have been recorded.  In this example the creator (Lindgren) and the contributor 
(Nyman) are both Swedish women.  The translator (another contributor) is unnamed.
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Although there is some meaning in overlap between the age group “Preteens” and the educational 
level groups recorded here, because the terms are from different categories, they can all be recorded.
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A serial for teenagers, written by Americans.
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Fields 385 and 386 are also authorized in work and expression authority records.
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We saw this example earlier for bibliographic records.  The same characteristics ideally could be 
recorded just once, in the work authority record, or in the personal name authority record, and 
perhaps future systems could take advantage of this instead of putting it in every manifestation 
record.
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Note that the term Revolutionaries is not yet found in LCDGT.  A SACO library could propose it, but the 
slide shows the term taken from LCSH.   The term Zhongguo gong chan dang members is not yet 
established but has been proposed through SACO.
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First subject heading assigned to this work:

650 _0 Swahili language $v Conversation and phrase books $x English.
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The authority record shown in this slide is for an anthology of music by North American Indians and 
Eskimos.    Again, SACO proposals should be made for ethnic groups not yet in LCDGT.
The slide shows the use of repeatable subfield $a.  However, LC policy is to repeat the field.

137

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



Example of a series authority record with a creator characteristic added
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Example showing the use of $i and $4 (not yet implemented by NACO) to indicate the 
nationality, occupation, and gender of the arranger.
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Note: 385 and 386 are only valid in work and expression authority records.  For 
attributes of persons that don’t fit in any of the other MARC 3XX fields in the 
authority format, field 368 $c (Other Attributes of Person or Corporate Body) can be 
used in a personal name authority record.   In the example shown in the slide, this 
person’s nationality has been recorded in 368 $c.

374 - Profession/Occupation
375 - Gender
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1. 385   Children $2 lcdgt
386   Chinese $2 lcdgt

2. 385   Japanese speakers $2 lcdgt

3. 385  Restaurant employees $2 lcdgt
385  Hotel employees $2 lcdgt
385  Korean speakers $2 lcdgt

4. 386  Koreans $2 lcdgt
386  Women $2 lcdgt

5. 386  Americans $2 lcdgt
386  Men $2 lcdgt

6. 385 Teenagers $2 lcdgt
386  Americans $2 lcdgt
386  Chinese Americans $2 lcdgt
386  Buddhists $2 lcdgt
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7. 385  Children $2 lcdgt
386  Monks $2 lcdgt
386  Zen Buddhists $2 lcdgt
386  Japanese Canadians $2 lcdgt
386  British Columbians $2 lcdgt
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ANSWER:

Creator:

Jews
Americans / Coloradans
Israeli Americans
Men
Music teachers
College professors
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ANSWER:

Creator:

African Americans
Americans / Illinoisians / Chicagoans
Women
Pianists / Organists
Piano teachers
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ANSWER:

Audience:

Guitarists
Guitar students
Jazz musicians

Creator:

Guitarists
Norwegians
New Yorkers (New York State)
Jazz musicians
Men
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ANSWER:

Audience:

Blind / People with visual disabilities
Middle school students / High school students
Geography students / History students / Social studies students
Preteens / Teenagers / Adults
Americans / Canadians ?
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LCSH strings describing what something is may include a chronological aspect, either 
as part of a main heading (Poetry, Medieval) or as a chronological subdivision.  If we 
limit LCSH to works about something, we know how to deal with the genre/form, 
audience, and creator/contributor characteristics, but what about the chronological 
aspect?  For that, we have two options in MARC.
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$o - Single or starting date of original release of the contents of a 
collection/aggregation.
$p - Ending date of original release of the contents of a collection/aggregation.

MARC 045 - Time Period of Content (NR) has also been used to record creation dates 
for some types of resources, specifically, for printed music and sound recordings.

For books and continuing resources, this field indicates the period depicted by the 
content of the item (e.g., history of the 16th century would be coded as 045 ##$at-t-
or 045 2#$bd1500$bd1599). 
For collections of mixed materials, this field indicates the time period covered by the 
collection. 
For computer files, this field indicates the period covered by the data in the file (e.g., 
a data file containing statistics for the period 1950-1960 would be coded 045 
##$ax5x6). 
For cartographic material, this field indicates the date portrayed on the item, that is, 
the situation date. A currently prepared map of Rome in 50 B.C. would be coded for 
the B.C. date. A remote-sensing map which depicts the time the satellite recorded the 
image would be coded for that time. 
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For printed music and sound recordings, this field indicates the period of the 
composition, and will usually relate to the date of the composition. If the precise date 
of composition cannot be determined, an approximate date (or range of dates) or the 
dates of the composer are used. 
For motion pictures and videorecordings, this field indicates the time period 
depicted in the film (e.g., a videorecording documentary of the history of the brewing 
industry in Wisconsin for the period 1900-1986 would be coded 045 
2#$bd1900$bd1986). 
For two-dimensional nonprojectable graphic representations, this field indicates the 
time period depicted in the graphic (e.g., a collection of photographs from 1870 to 
1930 would be coded 045 ##$aw7x3). 
For artifacts, this field indicates the time period covered by the content of the artifact 
(e.g., a model of an automobile repair shop of the 1920-1930 period would be coded 
045 ##$ax2x3). 
For naturally occurring objects, this field indicates the time period of the content, 
that is, the time period that the item originated (e.g., a geode would be coded for the 
time period when it was formed). 
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While 046 is used for coded dates of creation, field 388 was created to record 
controlled vocabulary for time period of creation.

First indicator:
1 - The time period of creation or origin of the work/expression, or of the 

components of an aggregate work/expression considered collectively. 
2 - The time period of creation or origin of an aggregate work/expression.

First indicator value 1 is probably what will be used most of the time, unless you 
consider it important to bring out the time of creation of an aggregate (e.g. a 
compilation created in the 21st century of 19th century poetry).
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First bullet: in other words, LC has not yet identified any sources for terms that are 
limited to just time periods.  

“Temporal Term Sources contains a list of sources of terms used to record time 
periods in bibliographic records and assigns a code to each source. The purpose of 
this list is to identify the vocabulary used in records. For code assignment, general 
structure, usage, and maintenance guidelines see Source Codes for Vocabularies, 
Rules, and Schemes. Many general subject lists and thesauri also contain controlled 
vocabularies for specifying time periods. Thus those general sources may also be 
used in usage elements identified for temporal terms, with the appropriate source 
code (see Subject Heading and Term Source Codes). Only sources that are specific 
for time periods are listed here.”
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As you can see from this slide, there are a variety of possibilities that could be used to 
record time period of creation.  As far as I am aware, there are no best practices yet 
developed for this.  There is also no purpose-built controlled vocabulary for time 
periods.  LCSH and FAST are typically being used at this time.  Perhaps at some point 
LC will decide it needs to create the LCTTT - LC Temporal Terms Thesaurus.
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Two 388 fields could be used instead of a single one with repeated subfield $a’s.

Note: subsequent research has determined that Meude-Monpas had no African 
ancestry.  Historical references had named him a “Black Musketeer”, but research 
disclosed that “Black” referred to the color of the horses used by the members of his 
unit, not to the composer's race.  Cf. http://africlassical.blogspot.com/2007/09/violin-
concertos-by-black-composers-of.html

Additional 386s on the bibliographic record:

386   $3 Violin concerto no. 4 in D major ; Violin concerto in A major $a French $2 
lcdgt
386   $3 Violin concerto in F-sharp minor $a Cubans $2 lcdgt
386   $3 Romance in G major for violin and orchestra $a English $a Britons $2 lcdgt
386   $3 Violin concerto in A major ; Violin concerto in F-sharp minor ; Romance in G 
major for violin and orchestra $a Racially mixed people $2 lcsh [not yet in LCDGT]

Additional 6XXs:
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650 _0  Concertos (Violin)
650 _0  Concertos (Violin with string orchestra)
650 _0  Violin with orchestra.
650 _0  Music by Black composers.
655 _7  Concertos. $2 lcgft
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First example: the 386 refers to the nationality or residence of the creators, not the 
language.

Second example: title of book: Poèmes français d'écrivains brésiliens.

Third example: title of book: La belle Fleure et d'autres histoires = "Beautiful Fleure" 
and other stories : 20 stories for your reading pleasure, with comprehension texts / 
J.N.D. Dodoo.   J.N.D. Dodoo is a professor at the University of Ghana.
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MARC 257 - At the June 2017 ALA conference, a proposal was approved to rename 
the field from Country of Producing Entity to Area of Producing Entity, so that 
jurisdictions that have strong film cultures and are often treated as countries can be 
used in this field, even if they are not legally recognized as countries.  Examples: 
Palestine, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Quebec.

MARC 370 Bibliographic

$c - Associated country
A country with which the work is identified. Dates that pertain to the country are 
recorded in subfields $s (Start period) and $t (End period).

$g - Place of origin of work or expression
The place(s) from which a work or expression originated. Dates associated with place 
of origin of work or expression are recorded in subfields $s (Start period) and $t (End 
period). 

$i - Relationship information
Designation of a relationship between the associated place recorded in the 370 field 
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and the resource described in the 1XX/245 of the record. This may be an uncontrolled 
textual phrase or a controlled textual value from a list of relationships between 
bibliographic resources. 

MARC 370 Authority

$c - Associated country
A country with which the person, corporate body, family, or work is identified. Dates 
that pertain to the country are recorded in subfields $s (Start period) and $t (End 
period).

$g - Place of origin of work or expression
The place(s) from which a work or expression originated. Dates associated with place 
of origin of work or expression are recorded in subfields $s (Start period) and $t (End 
period). 

$i - Relationship information
Designation of a relationship between the associated place recorded in the 370 field 
and the 1XX entity in the record. This may be an uncontrolled textual phrase or a 
controlled textual value from a list of relationships. 

The 370 field shown in the slide is redundant with the 257 field.  In the authority 
format however, there is no field specifically for country of production.  The use of 
the subfield $i could help explain the relationship.  OCLC will fix a validation error 
with $i in bib fields 370 and 386 in its December 3 validation install. For authorities, 
NACO and OCLC have not yet implemented this subfield. 

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

October 28, 2017

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 161



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries 162

October 28, 2017



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

163
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

164
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

165
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



The primary source for access to the approved LCDGT terms is Classification Web.  
The terms can now also be searched in Cataloger’s Desktop if you also have a 
Classification Web subscription.  There is a PDF file compiled annually posted on the 
LCMPT Manual web page.  Authority records in MARC UTF-8 format may be freely 
downloaded from http://classificationweb.net/LCMPT/, and they are also available 
for download in a variety of formats from LC’s Linked Data Service, http://id.loc.gov.
Hopefully, with enough interest, people will convince OCLC to make the terms 
available through Connexion, so you can search the authorities there.
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A few examples of what is possible in discovery systems.  Here we are in the 
University of Oregon Primo online catalog, and we start with a keyword search for the 
word “films”.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

On the left side of the screen, there is a genre/form facet that enables you to include 
or exclude particular genres.
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Another keyword search for “films,” this time in the University of Washington Primo
discovery system (sandbox version; you won’t yet see this in the publicly available 
catalog).  There are facets for Country of Production, Creator Demographic Group, 
Original Language, Original Date, and Audience, among others.
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A keyword search for “scores.”  For music, there are facets for Number of Parts, 
Medium of Performance, Medium of Performance Statement, Musical Key, and  
Numeric Designation.

Medium of Performance facet lists each medium separately, while Medium of 
Performance Statement represents the complete list of all the instruments, voices, 
etc. found in a single 382 field.

OLAC 2017 Conference - LC Faceted 
Vocabularies

173
Adam L. Schiff, University of Washington 
Libraries

October 28, 2017



ANIMATED SLIDE

Note under Work Information that we have the demographic terms from the 386 
field, and the creation date from the 046 $k and $l.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

At the bottom of the slide you can see the medium of performance information and 
work information, including Time Period of Creation, taken from the 388 field.
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ANIMATED SLIDE

Brigham Young University is the only other library that I’m aware of that is displaying 
LCDGT audience and creator/contributor terms.  The terms are also keyword indexed 
for searching.  No limiting facets yet, however.
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Screenshot from Indiana University Libraries catalog.  There are no facets available for 
limiting by genre/form or medium of performance, but these are labeled clearly in 
the full display of the record.
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Los Angeles Public Library has a Genre face and a Primary Audience facet.
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Stanford University Libraries - nicely done display of medium of performance 
information
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University of North Texas Libraries displays performance medium, but the display 
could be clearer. The total number of performers isn’t clear, and there’s no reason to 
display “lcmpt”.
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CEAL Cataloging Workshop - LCGFT and 
LCDGT
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