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Chapter 1 of RDA as viewed in the RDA Toolkit
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As you are probably aware, the three U.S. national libraries (Library of Congress, 
National Library of Medicine, and National Library of Agriculture) agreed to make a 
joint decision on whether or not to implement RDA, based on the results of a test of 
both RDA and the Web product.These libraries, along with 26 other formal test 
participants representing a wide variety of library types, carried out the test in the 
second half of 2010.  As part of training their catalogers, the Library of Congress 
developed training materials for test participants and created the Library of Congress 
Policy Statements (LCPS) to document their policy decisions for LC staff to apply 
during the test to the options and alternative in RDA.  All of this documentation is 
available from RDA Test website shown in the slide. The LC Policy Statements are also 
included in the RDA Toolkit and hyperlinked from within the text of RDA itself.

The results of the test have been analyzed and the three libraries recently announced 
that they will implement RDA no earlier than January 1, 2013, provided that a 
number of changes and rewrites to it are made and that the functionality of the RDA 
Toolkit is improved.
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I worked from the list of changes compiled by the JSC and posted on its website.  
Note:this is not necessarily a complete list - just those identified during the RDA 
development process.

This presentation does not cover all of the changes from AACR2 to RDA, nor does it 
include most of the new instructions unique to RDA, nor many of the new MARC 21 
ōƛōƭƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ w5!Φ  LΩǾŜ 
selected the changes from AACR2 to RDA that I thought would be of most interest to 
a general audience.

For a list of MARC 21 changes for RDA, see: 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC29.html and see the lists of changes as 
announced in the MARC 21 updates: http://www.loc.gov/marc/marcginf.html#naa

OCLC Technical Bulletin 258 lists all of the MARC changes OCLC implemented in May 
2010: http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/worldcat/tb/258/default.htm
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18 - Descriptive cataloging formOne-character alphanumeric code that indicates 
characteristics of the descriptive data in the record through reference to cataloging 
norms. Subfield $e (Description conventions) of field 040 (Cataloging Source) also 
contains information on the cataloging conventions used. 

# - Non-ISBDDescriptive portion of the record does not follow International Standard 
Bibliographic Description(ISBD) cataloging and punctuation provisions. 

a - AACR 2 Descriptive portion of the record is formulated according to the 
description and punctuation provisions as incorporated into the Anglo-American 
Cataloguing Rules, 2nd Edition (AACR2) and its manuals. 

c - ISBD punctuation omittedDescriptive portion of the record contains the 
punctuation provisions of ISBD, except ISBD punctuation is not present at the end of a 
subfield. 

i - ISBD punctuation includedDescriptive portion of the record contains the 
punctuation provisions of ISBD. 

u - Unknown Institution receiving or sending data in Leader/18 cannot adequately 
determine the appropriate descriptive cataloging form used in the record. May be 
used in records converted from another metadata format. 
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OCLC has a webpage describing its policies for creating original RDA records and for 
upgrading or converting records to RDA: http://www.oclc.org/rda/policy.htm  These 
protocols continue to apply until RDA is implemented officially by the three U.S. 
national libraries.
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Note: this is not a change initiated by RDA; appendix D reflects a change in ISBD as of 
the consolidated edition.
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