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SUMMARY OF DECISIONS, EDITORIAL MEETING NUMBER 2

February 15, 2016

Before accepting proposals in the areas of literature, religion, and the general terms, 
PSD needs to revise LCGFT’s hierarchical structure. That work is ongoing. Review of 
the remaining terms from the music project is also ongoing, and PSD is therefore not 
accepting proposals for additional music terms.  Both projects are expected to be 
completed by early summer 2016, at which time PSD will announce the date on 
which it will begin to accept proposals.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.
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LC has posted a hierarchical arrangement of the general terms that the GFIS Working 
Group created.  Note that the current version online, dated December 3, 2014, does 
not reflect any changes that LC may have made to the records during the editorial 
process.
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Here’s a very simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form
subdivision.  It won’t always be this simple, however!
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Another example where the LCGFT term does not correspond exactly to the LCSH 
form subdivision.  Catalogers must search the LCGFT genre/form authority records 
and use the headings found there.   Don’t just copy LCSH form subdivisions into the 
655 field.
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In some cases, a single term has been chosen in LCGFT to represent a number of 
different terms in LCSH.  
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The form subdivision $v Periodicals is used in a much broader sense than the actual 
definition of the term.  Although one might assign the LCGFT term Periodicals, 
probably the broader term Serial publications is more appropriate for this publication.

From the Subject Headings Manual H 1927: “In subject cataloging practice the term 
periodical is defined as a publication other than a newspaper that is actually or 
purportedly issued according to a regular schedule (monthly, quarterly, biennially, 
etc.) in successive parts, each of which bears a numerical or chronological 
designation, and that is intended to be continued indefinitely. This definition is 
broader than the traditional definition, which states that a periodical is generally 
published more frequently than annually and normally contains separate 
articles. The term serial is frequently used in a broader sense to refer to any title 
cataloged as a serial, including periodicals, newspapers, monographic series, etc. The 
subdivision –Periodicals is used under headings assigned to serials that conform to 
the subject cataloging definition of periodicals.”
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Another situation in which the LCGFT term assigned does not correspond to the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Annual reports is the specific term 
appropriate to this work, so it is assigned. from LCGFT rather than Periodicals.
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Another example where a more specific LCGFT term is assigned in 655 than the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Since this work is an autobiography, 
Autobiographies is the correct term to assign to this work.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.

Workload issues has prevented LC PSD from approving the literature terms as 
expected in March 2015.  They are expected later in spring 2015.
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Reasons for rejection include LC’s assertion that the term:
• doesn’t represent a genre (Chick lit; Speculative fiction)
• is a hybrid term (Fairy plays – use instead Fairy tales and Drama; Paranormal 

romance fiction – use instead Paranormal fiction and Romance fiction)
• is subject focused and therefore not a genre (Complaint poetry; Ecofiction;, Sea 

stories)
• is subjective and would require a value judgment (Feminist fiction; Patriotic 

poetry)
• represents a style and LC isn’t yet sure whether style is eligible for LCGFT (Dadaist 

poetry)
• is not work/expression attribute (Webcomics refers to a manifestation level 

characteristics)
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Here we have both a literature genre/form term and a general term.
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Field Definition and Scope

A category of persons for which a resource is intended or a category of persons 
representing the intellectual level for which the content of a resource is considered 
appropriate.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple audience characteristics from 
the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the characteristics in the field must all come from the same group. 
Terms from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the 
field.
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Field Definition and Scope

A group category to which the creator(s) of a work or compilation of works, or the 
contributor(s) to an expression or compilation of expressions, belongs.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple creator/contributor group 
categories from the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same 
field in separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the categories in the field must all come from the same group. Terms 
from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the field.
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Revised January 21, 2016

The primary source for access to the approved LCDGT terms is Classification Web. 
Authority records in MARC UTF-8 format may be freely downloaded from 
http://classificationweb.net/LCDGT/, and they are also available for download in a 
variety of formats from LC’s Linked Data Service, http://id.loc.gov. Hopefully, with 
enough interest, people will convince OCLC to make the terms available through 
Connexion, so you can search the authorities there.
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January 21, 2016

Terms for Native American tribes are formed the same way in LCDGT as they are for 
other groups around the world. The term for the tribe or ethnic group is qualified by a 
qualifier in the form “([demonym] people)”.  Hence “Cherokee (North American 
people)” and “Basques (European people)” and “Bengali (South Asian people)”.  This 
provides consistency throughout the vocabulary and is less North American-centric.
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January 21, 2016
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January 21, 2016
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January 21, 2016

Screenshot of the beginning of the alphabetic list of LCDGT terms viewed in 
Classification Web

50

CEAL Cataloging Workshop - LCGFT and 
LCDGT



January 21, 2016

Authority record for LCDGT term Accountants viewed in Classification Web
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Screen display after clicking on the Gender Group link
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Audience and creator/contributor characteristics may be recorded for individual works as well as for 
compilations of works.  The bibliographic record shown in this slide is for a compilation.
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An individual work.  Both an audience (385) and creator characteristics (386) have been recorded.
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In this record, the cataloger has also chosen to include the demographic group code 
in subfield $n.
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Note that the term “Revolutionaries” is not yet found in LCDGT.  A SACO library should propose it, but 
the slide shows the term taken from LCSH.   The last term, Zhongguo gong chan dang members, is not
yet established but has been proposed through SACO.
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The authority record shown in this slide is for an anthology of music by North American Indians and 
Eskimos.    Again, SACO proposals should be made for ethnic groups not yet in LCDGT.
The slide shows the use of repeatable subfield $a.  However, LC policy is to repeat the field.
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Audience and creator/contributor characteristics may be recorded for individual works as well as for 
compilations of works.  The authority record shown in this slide is for an anthology of plays by Asian 
Canadians.
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L 420
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L 440
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L 440
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L 460

Mahorais is a French term, used also in English, for people from the French territory 
of Mayotte.
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L 463
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L 465, L 468
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L 520
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L 520
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L 520
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L 520
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L 530
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L 540
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L 540
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L 545
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L 550

Myŏngsŏng Kyohoe = Myungsung Presbyterian Church. The largest Presbyterian 
church in the world, located in Seoul.
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L 560
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L 443
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L 443
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L 443
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L 443
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Each tentative monthly list is arranged first by LCSH proposals, followed by LCGFT, 
LCMPT, and finally, LCDGT.  Proposals from SACO libraries have a (C) on the right side.
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1. 385   Children $2 lcdgt
386   Chinese $2 lcdgt

2. 385   Japanese speakers $2 lcdgt

3. 385  Restaurant employees $2 lcdgt
385  Hotel employees $2 lcdgt

4. 386  Koreans $2 lcdgt
386  Women $2 lcdgt

5. 386  Japanese $2 lcdgt
386  Men $2 lcdgt

6. 385 Teenagers $2 lcdgt
386  Americans $2 lcdgt
386  Chinese Americans $2 lcdgt
386  Buddhists $2 lcdgt
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7. 385  Children $2 lcdgt
386  Monks $2 lcdgt
386  Zen Buddhists $2 lcdgt
386  Japanese Canadians $2 lcdgt
386  British Columbians $2 lcdgt
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072 #7  $a nat $2 lcdgt
150 ## $a Hong Kongers
450 ## $a Hong Kong Chinese 
450 ## $a Hong Kongese
450 ## $a Hongkongers
450 ## $a Hongkongese
450 ## $a Xianggang ren
550 ## $w g $a Chinese 
670 ## $a Work cat.: Cheung, Ruby. New Hong Kong cinema, 2016: $b p. 220 (my 
native Hong Kong)
670 ## $a Dickson, P. Labels for locals, 2006 $b (Hong Kong: Hong Konger, but 
sometimes Hong Kongese as a group. Honger is a term of derogation used primarily 
in Canada for immigrants from Hong Kong used by Mandarin-speaking and 
Canadianized Chinese. Hongcouver is another negative reference applied to the city 
of Vancouver, so called because of its high Asian population (especially in reference to 
the large number of immigrants from Hong Kong))
670 ## $a The world factbook, via WWW, Mar. 28, 2016 $b (Hong Kong (special 
administrative region of China). Location: Eastern Asia, bordering the South China Sea 
and China. Nationality: noun: Chinese/Hong Konger, adjective: Chinese/Hong Kong)
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67 ## $a OCLC, Mar. 28, 2016 $b (titles: Ageing in place or displaced? : Hong Kongers
retiring in mainland China; Hong Kongers in New Zealand; Transmigration of Hong 
Kongers to Canada, 1990-2004; Why do Hongkongers code-mix?; New Hongkongers; 
Time out : sightseeing ideas for Hongkongers and visitors; 100 Xianggang ren zi she 
xiang = 100 self-portraits of Hongkongese; Familial aggregation of insomnia in Hong 
Kong Chinese; Stress coping with humor among Hong Kong Chinese)
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