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Major Threats to Populations

Ocean currents, upwelling
Marine Conservation: The Changes in water temperature

Farallon Islands Example

Che)mical contamination (e.g. hydrocarbons,
etc

Oil pollution
Gill-netting
Disturbance at breeding areas

Disturbance along migration (e.g. stop-over
locations)

Some Historical and Current
Perspectives

Reyes Bird Observatory

Case History

* The Farallon Islands, California

Special Designations

“Gu of the Faralons National Marive Sanctuary
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Distant photo of island

It’s known for Important Historical facts

Once had very large northern fur seal population;
now extinct (overharvested by Russians &
Americans)

- In mid 19t century had 1 million Common

- Murres

Egging during and after the Gold Rush eliminated
most of the murres

Coast Guard occupied the island 1855-1971

Now protected via various designations, including
being part of the National Wildlife Refuge System

Orca attacking Great white shark
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1969-1971

Buddy Robert, PRBO U.S. Coast Guard crew, 1971
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PRBO staff & volunteers 2011
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POPULATION SIZE AND REPRODUCTIVE PERFORMANCE OF Table 2. Breeding population size estimates of seabird species on the South Farallon
SEABIRDS ON SOUTHEAST FARALLON ISLAND, 2008

Islands, 1998-2009. Estimates include Southeast and West End Islands unless
otherwise noted

1998-2007

2007 | 2006 | 2005 | 2004 | 2003 | 2002 | 2001 | 2000

474 130

15692 | 11,732

17,069

169,079 53,301 | 58,878

2,530

REPORT TO THE U.5. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
FARALLON NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
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The gull colony on the marine terrace in 1971.
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Cassin's Auklet
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Ashy and Leach’s Storm Petrels
Rhinoceros Auklet

ASSP caught per hour of netting effort

1999 2000 2001 200 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Year
Figure 10. Mean numb

SEFI from 1
mean cal

Black Oystercatcher

Conservation Measures

Protect breeding and staging areas
Reduce chemical contaminants
Reduce plastic particle pollution
Reduce effects of gillnetting
Protect prey fish populations

Educate the public




