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The Dingo:  
Baby stealing 

pest or keystone 
species? 



What is a Dingo? 

•  10-15 kg (20-35 lb) canid predator (Canis dingo) 
•  Hunts alone or in packs; can kill large prey (e.g., kangaroos) 



Allen et al. (2016) Scientific Reports 

•  Diet is broad, includes vegetation 
•  Varies among individuals; 

regionally 



The Story of the Dingo, So Far… 

Thai dingo, which has similar morphology to 
the Australian dingo (source: L. Corbett).  

 

Australian dingo 
(Canis dingo)  

 

Dingo arrival at least 
3500-4000 years ago 
 
Most likely route via 
Asian seafarers 
	
  

Sources: Google Images 



The Story of the Dingo, After Arrival 
•  Companion (hunting and warmth), food source (water) 
•  But, they soon became feral and occupied every habitat on the mainland  

Sources: Google Images 



The Story of the Dingo, Post Dispersal 
Result of dispersal = extinction of the thylacine, devil and native hen on mainland 

Sources: Google Images 



A Threat to Livestock 

Thompson (1992) Wildlife Research 



Allen and West (2013) Australian Veterinary Journal 



Allen and West (2013) Australian Veterinary Journal 



Dingo Control 



A Threat to Humans? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKxiqa6kdrI 



Meanwhile… 
•  Dingoes became new top-order predator (excluding humans) 
 
•  Native prey developed anti-predator strategies 

•  Extinction rate low (virtually none) (co-evolution for a few thousand years) 

•  But, what happened next ... 

Sources: Google Images 



The Story of the Dingo, after 
European Settlement 

•  Arrival of Europeans – well known impacts (e.g habitat clearing) 

•  Important to note – introduction of pests (e.g. foxes, cats and rabbits) 

•  At least 22 mammal extinctions (highest rate in the world) 

•  How does this relate to dingoes? 

Sources: Google Images 



Source: Modified after Fleming et al 2001 

The Story of the Dingo, Now (after 
control and exclusion) 



Letnic et al. (2012) Biol Rev 



Letnic et al. (2012) Biol Rev 



Evidence to Support Positive 
Management of Dingoes 



Are Dingoes a Pest? 



Or a Keystone Species? 



The	
  Debate:	
  Friend or Foe? 	
  

Sources: Google Images 



So, Where Do We Go From Here? 



Move the Dog-Proof Fence 

Newsome et al. (2015) Restoration Ecology 



Selectively End Dingo Control 


