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Academic Honesty

As UW Bothell students, you are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic conduct. Academic honesty is at the very core of what we strive to accomplish in this academic institution. You will be rigorously held accountable for your conduct in this regard as set forth in the University of Washington Student Conduct Code, Section WAC 478-120-020-2(a). Upon enrollment at UW Bothell you were given a document to read and sign that explains the UWB guidelines, procedures and philosophies with regard to academic integrity. This is available on line at:

http://www.uwb.edu/students/policies/integrity.html
A helpful brochure on these guidelines, including examples, was produced by the student government at UWB. This material is reproduced on Professor David Goldstein-Shirley’s web site: 

http://faculty.washington.edu/davidgs/Integrity.html 

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to be completely familiar with these rules. Ignorance is not an acceptable defense for academic misconduct. If you have any questions in this regard you should ask me immediately. I will institute formal UWB policies for any instances of academic misconduct. 

Academic honesty covers a broad array of activities. Although you will be held to the high UW standards of academic conduct in all areas, the most common problems likely to be encountered in this course involve instances of cheating on exams, plagiarism in writing, and working in collaboration when independent work is required. Academic misconduct will simply NOT BE TOLERATED in this course.

Cheating on Exams

You should be familiar with the discussion on “Cheating” on the UWB Academic Integrity web page (first URL cited above). For this course, exams will be held in the classroom without the aid of any outside material (books, notes, etc.) other than any material your instructor specifically deems acceptable.  The use of any material beyond that stated as acceptable is not allowed and will constitute an act of academic misconduct. All work on the exams should be strictly your own. 

Plagiarism

Be particularly careful with regard to plagiarism in any written material you submit. Plagiarism is defined in the UW Bothell catalog as (bold and underlined by me for emphasis):

“Plagiarism is the use of the creations, ideas or words of someone else without formally acknowledging the author or source through appropriate use of quotation marks, references, and the like.  Plagiarizing is stealing someone’s work and presenting it as one’s own original work or thought.  Student work in which plagiarism occurs will not ordinarily be accepted as satisfactory by the instructor, and may lead to disciplinary action against the student submitting it.  Any student who is uncertain whether his or her use of the work of others constitutes plagiarism should consult the course instructor for guidance before formally submitting the course work involved.”

There is NO ACCEPTABLE reason for plagiarism in this course and it will not be tolerated. You are responsible for a full and complete understanding of plagiarism. In addition to the material in the UW Bothell student handbook and The Heath Handbook, 13th edition, the official composition reference book for UW Bothell, good general discussions and detailed examples of plagiarism can be found at the following web sites:

Northwestern University:    

http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/plagiar.html
University of California, Davis:     
http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf
University of Wisconsin: 

 http://www.wisc.edu/writetest/Handbook/QuotingSources.html
Below are some specific issues I have encountered with students in the past in regard to plagiarism that I wish to highlight. Be aware that plagiarism is a large and complex issue. You should become familiar with all facets of this issue, as you will be held responsible for ANY instances of plagiarism (even those beyond the specific issues I emphasize below).

1. Quotations & copying text from the original source 

In general, you should avoid direct quotations unless there is some compelling reason to use the authors’ exact words.  I am not requiring you to use outside sources for your field trip report, but some may be useful as general context or reference. If you do use outside sources, you are specifically NOT ALLOWED to use direct quotations unless you obtain permission from me. 
To help avoid plagiarism problems, do NOT copy text directly off the Internet (as well as from traditional “hardcopy” written source material). It is all too easy these days to fall into the trap of copying text from Internet sources. This is simply NOT ACCEPTABLE and will constitute a violation of the rules of academic integrity. 

2. Using your own words and paraphrasing

Plagiarism deals specifically with the proper methods of attribution for both quotations and paraphrasing of original sources. See the examples on the second web site cited on page 1 of this handout. In the field trip report for this class I will expect your paper to be YOUR ORIGINAL WRITING!!! Extensive use of paraphrased material that is slightly-altered from its source (e.g., your peers’ field trip handout) is NOT ACCEPTABLE in this assignment and will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. I want to see how you perceived the material on the field trip.

3. Intentional versus unintentional plagiarism

As with all academic misconduct, plagiarism and/or violation of the guidelines on paraphrasing for this class in part 4 above will not be tolerated, regardless of whether it was done intentionally or unintentionally. Such misconduct will initiate formal procedures as outlined in the UW Bothell student handbook.

4. Using data and/or illustrations from sources

I am not expecting you to use many (if any) illustrations in your field trip report. However, you may find some useful. In that case, you should cite the sources of your illustrations or information for any illustrations you produce. Illustrations should each contain a caption with reference to the source. The full citation for that source should be in a literature cited section attached to your report.
5. Citing sources

I am not expecting you to use many (if any) sources in your field trip report. However, you may find some useful. In that case, you should cite the sources of your ideas and information in the text even if you do not quote the author(s). Citations should occur after the presentation of the ideas or information (at the end of the sentence or series of sentences). Specific quantitative information should always be cited as to its source. Be sure to cite your references liberally (give credit to others’ ideas and information and be absolutely clear as to what is your idea / opinion and what comes from someone else). The source for each citation must be fully listed in an attached “literature cited” section at the end of the report.

For good general information on citing sources using the name/date CBE style (acceptable for this class) see:


http://www.lib.washington.edu/help/guides/42CBE.pdf 

Working together:

There are a number of instances in this class where working together with other students will be beneficial (studying for exams) or mandatory (group products). These are acceptable and encouraged. However, your individual written assignments (field trip report, individual topic outline) should be your own final product, without consultation and/or collaboration from fellow students in the final production. 
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