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These questions are written as STUDY QUESTIONS – to point you toward concepts and information that I feel is especially important. They should NOT be taken as representative of what exam questions will look like!

1. Explain why our global position is an important determinant of the climate our region experiences relative to processes of atmospheric and oceanic circulation.

2. Does eastern WA have less rainfall (than western WA) because it has a continental climate? Why or why not?
3. How does our tectonic history influence our present-day landforms and climate?

4. Why is the surface geology of our region so varied? What implications does this variability have for ecosystems? Explain.

5. What are the major processes that have reshaped our landscapes since their formation? Provide examples.
6. Why is knowledge of geology at different spatial scales important for understanding ecosystems?

7. Why is our region considered to have a Mediterranean climate even though we are nowhere near the Mediterranean?

8. Explain rain shadows and the pattern of precipitation throughout Washington State.

