Questions for Ethics & Climate Change (Mike Gillespie, 11/20/06)
1. Under what circumstances do issues of ethics and morality come into play with regard to climate change as opposed to issues of pure scientific information?
2. Describe some of the key intergenerational and interspecies ethical / moral issues that are associated with human responses to potential climate change. What are some practical problems associated with incorporating these considerations in human response to climate change?
3. Consider three frameworks that Professor Gillespie presented for thinking about morality and ethics: 1) A Life-Well-Lived approach (we make decisions based upon an overarching construct of what we would consider to best foster a lifetime we can look back upon and consider “well-lived”); 2) Basic Principles approach (we make decisions based upon a set of basic ethical principles such as a respect for human rights); 3) basic values approach (we make decisions based upon what we value in each choice independently). Considering these three approaches, why have we, as a human community, failed so far to respond in a meaningful way to the climate change issue?
