[image: image1.png]WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
@ VANCOUVER





NOTICE OF VACANCY

Coordinator, Mathematics Education Partnerships

Department of Teaching and Learning, WSU Vancouver Engineering and Science Institute

DESCRIPTION OF POSITION:

WSU Vancouver is seeking applications and nominations for a new, nine-month, position in mathematics education, renewable annually.  The successful candidate will be responsible for developing and coordinating an innovative program involving partnerships among local school districts, community colleges, the Department of Teaching and Learning, the Science and Mathematics Education Resource Center, and the newly-established Institute for Science and Engineering.  The partnerships will involve teacher education and professional development initiatives in the area of mathematics as well as community outreach. 

Recently, the Washington State Legislature provided funding to establish an Engineering and Science Institute at WSU Vancouver.  The goals of the Institute are to promote industry-university research collaboration; to provide seamless four-year degree options in partnership with two area community colleges; and to expand the level, intensity and quality of science and math education at the middle and high school levels.  The Institute will be offering Bachelors degrees in Mechanical Engineering, Computer Science and Biology and a Masters program in Mechanical Engineering starting in Fall 2004.  As part of the K-12 outreach initiative, the Mathematics Education Partnership Coordinator will be a critical position for spearheading the development of professional development initiatives for teachers of mathematics, including the establishment of a secondary mathematics program endorsement.  

Context  

WSU Vancouver is located in southwest Washington across the Columbia River from Portland, Oregon.  At the west end of the Columbia Gorge, a National Scenic Area, and an hour from unspoiled Pacific beaches and year-round skiing in the Mount Hood recreational area, the region and the campus are surrounded by exceptional beauty.  Vancouver, with a population of 137,500, is a vital area experiencing 38% growth in the past decade moderated by a “smart growth” plan under a state Growth Management Act.  A model of urban planning, Portland offers cultural variety in music, theatre, dance, visual arts, and Oregon Trail history.  

As part of the WSU system, the state’s land grant institution, WSU Vancouver expects to double its student population of approximately 1900 and its 90 full-time faculty in the next 5-10 years.  WSU Vancouver began offering courses in 1983, in Education, and was formally established as part of the WSU system in 1989.  With a new campus, now six years old, located on 351 acres bordering Salmon Creek, the site features old-growth evergreens and spectacular views of Mt. Hood and Mt. St. Helens.  

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:

Evidence of the following:

· A Master’s Degree in mathematics or mathematics education

· Familiarity with mathematics education reform at the K-12 and postsecondary levels

· Demonstrated successful leadership skills in school reform and/or best educational practices

· Demonstrated understanding of research-based instructional strategies and assessment practices that support effective instruction in mathematics

· Demonstrated organizational skills and commitment to follow through on tasks

· Demonstrated ability to establish and maintain excellent working relationships with students, teachers, faculty, administrators, support personnel, and community

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS:

Evidence of the following:

· An earned doctorate in mathematics or mathematics education 

· Postsecondary teaching experience  

· Significant graduate coursework in mathematics

· The potential to create a shared vision and build collaborations among K-12 and higher education in support of student and adult learning

· Demonstrated knowledge of needs of diverse learners and strategies for addressing these needs, or scholarship that addresses diversity in education

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

The intention of these partnerships is to promote experiential and learner-centered approaches to mathematics teaching with inservice and preservice teachers.  The partnerships with local school districts will also seek to increase the number of students pursuing engineering, computer science, mathematics, and science degrees at WSU Vancouver. 

The successful candidate will be able to 1) forge partnerships across institutions; 2) develop and support the coordination and administration of certification and endorsement programs in mathematics education for preservice and inservice teachers; 3) advise students; 4) teach courses in undergraduate mathematics, and; 5) seek external funding. 

APPLICATION AND SCREENING PROCEDURES:  

Screening of applicants will begin April 1, 2004 and continue until the successful candidate is selected. Both nominations and applications are encouraged. Persons wishing to apply for this position should send a letter of application addressing the qualification criteria, three current letters of recommendation, two samples of scholarly work, and a current comprehensive curriculum vita. Include the names, addresses, and phone numbers of at least three additional references.

Nominations and applications should be sent to:

Anne Kennedy, Chair

Mathematics Education Coordinator Search Committee

Washington State University Vancouver

14204 NE Salmon Creek Avenue, Vancouver WA 98686-9600

For details regarding this position, contact Anne Kennedy at (360) 750-7500 or by e-mail at anne.kennedy@esd112.org.
Visit the WSU Vancouver website at http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu.
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