Art 131 Final Project 







Public Statement in Public Space: The Hand-Printed Poster 

The goal of the assignment is to communicate an idea in a public place. 

Part 1: THE ISSUE  
- Find an issue that you know well, feel strongly about, and want to communicate to others. Nothing is too small or too big to take on. It could pose a question, compel to think, call attention to a certain aspect of a problem, publicize an alternative, etc. or promote a concept, product or person.

- Next, decide about the visual and verbal statement you want to make. 
BE CLEAR, CONCISE AND AVOID CLICHÉS. 
It is not the content but the execution of your message in the visual format that will be evaluated. 
Homework – due: Monday, February 26

- In your sketchbook: research documentation, a concise description of your topic, 3 sketches

- Bring FOUND images and text for a collage. Select good quality photographs and large text from printed sources (NOT the Internet). Cut them out at home. May also bring a variety of textured, flat materials (fabric, mesh, yarn, leaves, etc).
Part 2: DESIGN THE POSTER 
Things to consider:

- Stand out visually: Capture attention.

- Clarity of communication: Effective, succinct statement (both visual and text.

- Intrigue: Lasting impression (ambiguity, posing questions instead of being dogmatic)
- In the design:

- Image  

- Typography

- and their relationship to each other

- Color
Enlarge collage to 22”x15”. This is the blueprint of your poster.
Transfer the blueprint image onto a printing block. 
The final poster will be printed in a single color with cardboard relief printing process in class.
Part 3: BLOCK PREPARATION AND PRINTING (between February 28 and March 5)
Prepare a printing block (SIZE: 22”x15”) with additive and subtractive techniques. Tools and techniques will be demonstrated in class.

Print and edition of 4. (Printing paper usually comes in a 22”x30” sheet) 


Turn in one print for grading.

Keep one for your portfolio. 

Use the remaining prints to place in-situ in a chosen outside location. 
Printed poster due for one-on-one critique: Wednesday, March 7. 

Part 4: THE PUBLIC CONTEXT: INSTALLATION 
Choose an appropriate location and a method of display for your prints. Be inventive. 

Hang them and document with digital photographs, video, notes, interviews, etc.
You’ll be presenting your documentation along with the original print.

Acceptable formats (CD, DVD or USB): Powerpoint, Quicktime video, digital images in a slide show. 

Presentation of final project documentations: Wednesday, March 14 2:30-4:20pm
Supply list:
Block material, 22”x15” Examples: foam core, thick matboard, cardboard, etc.

Printing paper: Two (2) of 22”x30” sheets medium weight printmaking paper for block printing

½” cheap brush (from hardware store)

Old wooden spoon

Assortment of painting brushes and mark making tools
A variety of textured, flat materials (fabric, mesh, yarn, leaves, etc)
Glue
x-knife and scissors

Ruler

Latex gloves

Smock/apron, or dress for mess.

Data storage disc

Will be provided:

Shellac

Block printing inks

Acrylic sheets

Brayers

Spray bottles

Proofing paper

Artist examples presented in class:

Bauhaus photomontages of 1920-30s
Barbara Kruger (using the language of advertising)

Jenny Holzer (Truisms)

