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-.. GRAY, BRITTLE,
TATTOCED 8Y FROST;
GLNTE DEAD. . .
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7015 wis my £rsy Gmase o\
OF THE...
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AND... 7%/8.. . HI6 NAME WAsS 4 HE WAS DOING GOVERNMENT WORK, | HolLAND AND
WAS ONCE A ALEC POLLAND. DEVELOPING SOMETHING CALLED A HIS CHEMICAL
V(2 s lal HE WAS A DOCTOR, BIO-RESTORATIVE FORMULA, WHICH SOUP WENT INTO
LIKE YOURSELF, THE sSwAMP

WAS INTENDED TO PROMOTE CROP
GROWTH.

>, - WHERE THE
: > - PROJECT WAS &
THE EXPERIMENT WAS LOCATED. =

SABOTAGED. THERE
WAS AN EXAL2S/AV.. .

YOU MENTIONED A / 7 7/ YOU SEE, WE GOT INTERESTEL IN THIS FORMLLA THAT
LINVAR AOLLANG.. [ —. HOLLAND HRD BEEN WORKING ON ' WE HAD HER EXHUH L

YOU KNOW THESE PEOPLE.. . < . /T MADE SENSE.
LIBERAL , EQUAL RELATIONSHIPS, | 7' 7 ' AFTER ALL, APART
CARING AND SHARING. L EROM HER HLSBAND,

~ PN 5 SHE WAS THE ONLY
HIS WIFE WAS SHOT AND 4 4 : ALMAN WHO D BEEN
7] KLLED SHORTLY AFTER HOLLAND A / EXA0SEL 70 THE
VANISHED IN THE EXPLOSION. g e £ FORMULA. SHE L BEEN
2 / \ 4 WORKING WITH THE STUFF

g AHEQE, WOODRUE . o ' LOR NS

S\

ST
N

A

N
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WE FIGLRED IT WMAY HAVE PERMEATED HER CELLULAR
STRNTLRE, JUST THROLGH THE REFEATED SKIN CONTACT.

SO WE PLG
HER UP AND
WE HAD SOME
PEOPLE ROKE
ARoOuUND A

S anvow
WHAT WE,,
FOUND Z
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...EXCEPT THAT
DOESN'T EXPLAIN

| OUR FRIEND IN

THE CRDCHEST, 4

DOES IT?

OH, THE FORMULA
ARD COLLECTED IN
HER BODY. |IT JUST
HADN'T 20nF

ANYTHING.

Y WHY IT S#ets,

OF COURSE. THE
FORMULA WASN'T
DESIGNED TO
AFFECT ALMAN f

WE'D ASSUMED THAT THE
FORMULA HAD SOMEHOW TURNED
HOLLAND INTO A PLANT. IF
IT DOESN'T AFFECT HUMAN
TISSUE, THAT IS PATENTLY

™
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m \'\\‘\mﬂw MAOSSBLE,
. pes YOU BEGIN TO SEE
ty ane WHY WE ARRANGED YOUR
S RELEASE FROM JAIL,
L DR. WOODRUE
S
= e
= g SPEAKING
e OF WHICH...

" ...1 BELIEVE
IT'S TIME THAT
I SAW YOUR

COEONALS.

i

THAT ISN'T
YOUR SWO/Y, 15 IT 2
MY FILES SAY

1T'S ARIIFICARL .

7 — e

{l"'.';m'w"'iﬂ'?' il ,.-|: |

e g 4
R

[Your Fites are very
ACCLRATE, GENERAL .

PERFECTLY. %
YOU'RE
WOODRUE.



18 SWAMP SWAMP THING: THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING
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(7 crizro menexr oo DR el

b RV —— NG o X
7% oo rerrie kmew 72 I\
START THE NEXT DAY, HE KNEW
1D 00 ANY DAWMN THING HE
PLEASED /F /7 KECT ME OUT
OF ORISON.
.. TR 5

A 7HE oo

REPTILE.

{

Z REMEMBER CLEARLY THE MOWENT BERORE I BEGAN 70 CU7

Z WONDER /F HE'S
4 PONING YET?

AOUNVOING ON
THE GLASS,

HIS FISTS LIKE
WITHERED
LITTLE APPLES...

Z WAS VERY...
EXCr7EC.

-~ ~

4
,’I

SINCE THE BIO- CHEMICAL FLUKE THAT HAD TRANSFORMED HE, I HAD | =B
LONGED FOR A CHANCE T EXAMINE AMOTHER HUMAN - VEGETABLE HYBRID.

I COULD LEARN SO M.

ABOUT THE CHANCE TO
EXANMINE SLCH AV
ORGANISM UP CLOSE. ..

... AND THIS WAS

AS CLASE AS OVE

WAS LIKELY 7O
GET.

7'D HEARD OF
THE LEGCENDARY
SWAMP MAN, OF COURSE.
P THERE WAS THAT AL
P Book BY.. wAas HER
3 \ NAME TRENAINEZ
YES. T THINK SO.
TREMAINE.

I OFENED AN L2 HE
WAL 7HIMBS /IVS/PE A,
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THERE WERE TWO LARGE, POD-LIKE STRUCTURES WITHIN THE CHEST CAVITY.. .

BUT ALMAN LUNGS HAVE
' INY CAPILARY 7U/BES THAT

LET OXYGEN PASS THROUGH INTO
THE BLOOD. THAT'S WHAT
LUNGS ARE AOR.

" 7HESE ARE VEGETABLE FIBER.
VEGETABLE FIBERS ARE TOO
CHIRSE 10 ALLOW WOLECULES OF
‘ W) : OXYGEN THROUGH IN THAT WAY,

‘ . NN vV Ay 2 v 7, THESE THINGS SUCK AND BLOW...

.. AND THEY DON'T

DO ANYTHING ELSE.
THEY DON'T oK. B
THEY'RE NOT LUNGS. 4

7 WOVDERED

THE %ERI{‘/MG EVEN Wik 7 %€

ABALT THE o T monoEReD

SPAONVGE LIKE LoV T DSS/ELY / G  f55
. ORI 17 A W i B e

ot rear me S i

POUND /IVSIOE

THE LEATHERY

SKULL.

I WoNZERED
AEoLT THE
LWWORKABLE
PSELPO -
KTVEYS.
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THOSE WERE LONG WEEKS. LONG AND FRUITLESS,

JAIL WAS
INSIST THAT T : ~ \ MENTIONED,

ACCOMPANY 1M,
D UK ABOUT @ &
v O

]
M\T :'fo/

» Vit

£ »
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[ avo avery wienr 1 came sack 0
THESE SPECIAL APARTMENTS THAT
HED RENTED FOR ME.

Z";; AND EVERY MORNING I

i

7HE B10-RESTORATIE rormua mo | W77, 7
TURNED HOLLAND INTD A LANT... / o
EXCEPT THAT 17 COLDY 7 HAVE. 17 / -
W | DoW'T e o Hemaw “ TISSLE. / ;
s W g \

P4 WORK HALLING ORGANS THAT 4
A COULON'T WORK OLIT OF A Baoy k! THEE SWANP 75IME Y
. HAD ORGANS LIKE ..EXCEPT THAT
THOSE OF ANY THEY 210 NoT,
LIVING CREATURE... / CHNLD NOT, AND
: AAD MOT BEEN
: ' DESIBMED 7O

FUNCTION.

Z7 WAS MARE AN A
AN MIND Couo
EVER BE EXPECTED

70 LNRAVEL .

D

WITHIN SIX WEEKS,

ZHAD THE AVSER
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Zrws s A A

THE clou/rs
WERE SULLDENLY
O AnRY.

R, NN

Z WAS WORKING LATE.
Z WAS 7IRED. T OPEVED A
REFERENCE BOOK AT THE
WRoVG AIGE AND BEGANV

2 T e
. S 4

AN ES8AY
ON AANARANY
wWarms.

NOT WHAT T WANTED
ATAUL...

AND THEN,
SUDOENLY,. .

.o - THERE /T WAS.
AS PLAN A5

] oursive | NS 7
. 731 Wk ,.75 Ny A
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.. AND SONETAHING STRONG AND SOFT ANG GREEN,
THRUSTING THROUGH THE PERD AND FETRIFIED GRAYIVESS.
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THE OLO MAN HAS MO OVE BUT HIMSELF 70 BLAME. ,
HEDYON'T UNDERSTANG, EVEN WHEN I LXRZXAWED T 70 HiN. KHE IOV T LISTEN.,. .

I R B \‘\ — f WELL , DR, WOODRUE ?
I 3 N\ ‘ : TM CATEVNS.

___— "YU SEE,
GENERAL? THE

IMPLICATION IS THAT 18
CONECIOLSN |

\ £5S
\ \| AND mELsaemeE

+ || CAN BE PAsseD ON
| As rRZSTUAS ! )

1
THAT MAYBE EXPLAINS THE CuSTam
ANONG CAVNWIBAL 7PVBES OF WORMS, YOU TALK
EATING THE WISE MAN AFTER HIS . ABOUT CANNIBALS...
DEATH IN ORDER TO RECEIVE — NONE OF THIS HAS

ANYTHING TO DO WITH
- AOLLAND.

ALL RIGHT, .
GENERAL .

"NONE OF THIS HAS ANYTHING TO DO LET'S TALK ABOUT HOLLAND, LETS 3
WITH THE JOB T BAYM5 YOU FOR . TALK ABOUT HIS ACCIOENT. ,
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* THE COMBINED EFFECTS
COF 7HE BLAST AND THE
REFLEX

IHERE (8 SOMETHING TRPED T THE CVARS/IDE OF WS
WORKEBENCH. WITH MONVTING ;;nmm»e

PTG OINANTE

AE STIEAS

s

ANE PES PRYEE
E/CHTEEN IMEHES
AN SO /T
BHEN 1T EXPLOES

HIE BIPY GOFS INTD
THE SWAMP ALOVE W/f/r’

THE FORMILULR 7HAT (T
/5 SATURATED WITH . /

4/% c?/t{:f THERE...

44 ARITCH OF SWAMPLAND

LIKE THAT w2 8

TEEMNVG WITH MRCRD -
ORGAN/ISMS. /T

/)fm/ “on S >
e 2%& oy

THE SWAMP ? 3L s N7
THE PLANTS TPAT / PLANTS 57 #i.
HAVE BEEN THEY EAT M

;"Wﬁy THE AS /F HE WERE

CTHE PLANTS nmse
HUNGRY RoOT

s CIHEY EATIM,.. '
ARE BUSILY /NCESTING _
Al L mwm//rffaw 8y 2 AOWERRLL /%

L /a
OF ALEC ALLANDZ 4 G \ ’ CO/VSC IU/SNVESS Mé_fkﬁgz.‘!‘; V/}?/f AERLIZE 1718 MO
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“IMAGINE THAT CLouoy,

W P d » .
CONFUSED INTELLIGENCE, ﬁ: .. CRACUALLY =T, NIT REMEMBERS
POSSIBLY WiTH oLy THE X xR RN ) RENEMBERS HAVING LLINGS,; AND A
VAGLIEST NOTION OF SELF, < - ARNT G A PING BONES, HEART, AND A BRAIN. . .
TRYING 70 MAKE SENSE OF g TERT/TNW 4 AN SO AND [T DOES /TS BEST 70
1TS NEW ENVIROMMENT. .. 37 3NG4 TOMDS Al — DUPLIGATE THEM.
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T Nir wAs A ALANT
THAT 7HOEAT
/T WAS ALEC
HOLLAND.

A ERNT THAT 3745 TRYING AT
LEVEL BEST 7D BE ALEC AULANE,,

MISSHAPEN PARODY
DOWNSTAIRS IN THE (0~
CHEST WAS THE CLOSEST
\THAT IT COULD BE7,
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ENVOUEH? BUT YOU Y AND BESIDES, IF THAT
CAN'T PDSS/BLY HAVE . /6 A PLANT DOWN
GRASPED ALL THE

RAMEICATION'S OF
WHAT T 'VE BEEN

I AM NOT, IN YOUR TERMS, AN
INTELLIGENT MAN., I AM MERELY
SHEWD,

BEING TWERELY SHREWD  HAS SECURED ME
A VAST FINANCIAL EMPIRE AND HAS ENABLED
ME TO WATCH WHILE CZEvE@Ee MEN WENT
PENNILESS TO THEIR GRAVES.

TRUE , T A/AY HAVE MISSED "N
SOME OF THE IMF/CRATIONS
OF YOUR RATHER MUDDLED LITTLE
SPEECH, BUT T GRASPED THE
BASIC ARNVe/AE WELL ENOUGH.

THAT PRINCIPLE, THAT BREAK THIROLKH,
WAS ALL THAT WAS NEEDED, THERE ARE
OTHERS WHO CAN BE PAID TO SEE

THE WORK THROUGH TO ITS COMELLISIN.

7))
il
"f///////// 7

oY

THE RAMIFICATIONS .
L DO NOT NEED THE

1 DO NOT MEED TO UNDERSTAND PROVIDED ME WITH
HOW THIS COMPUTER WORKS TO KNOW MY BREAK 7THROUH..
THAT IF T PUSH THAT LITTLE BUTTON,
ALL THE SPRINKLERS START UP, OR
CLOSE

1 HAVE A
PHONE CALL
‘;_2MAKE lg v I

E OUTE / 7
orrice. - Al )

L WE'LL SORT ouT
JILE THE 7ERMNATION
FARERS WHEN I GET
BACK.,
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. AN THAT S HOW 7HE :

QO MAN /2 ME . .... AND THEN HE SAUNTERED OUT OF S OFFICE
A 4 SeLF-mace man...A Canmav maw, By 6eo..
| ‘Wio'o Just pur avé over owaw uedry

!

WAS CHMAKLING TO HINSELE.
I somsZ
HE'D LEFT
ME ALONE
WITH HIS

YOU CONTRULED 7
BULONE.
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I AM srrrive wmy

///

%gfpff’}’; < 7 AN THINKING ABEUT
oy THE LD MW,
AELL STRY LATE,
Z AM LALAGHING. WHEN EVERYOWVE
LAUGHING VERY HAS GOWE.
ooy A Aeewars HEu
READ THROUGH THE
| " me
FRIENDS 17 ME 7O
HAVE KEEP. ..
= O ME
1778 NOT .. SKIPONG THE

BB Worps ...

AND THEN MAYBE HE LL WANT 70 TAKE A Mzz, LIKE
ﬂ/fﬂy OTHER NVIGHT. A STRALL AROUND THE BIGGEST
POXL HOUSE IN THE WORLD.

HE LL PUNCH ONE OF
HIS LITTLE BUTTONS
70 SWITCH THE DOOR
MECHANMSMS 70
MANLAL, SO PAT

| HE cav covrkor
THEM WHILE HES

W Ay FRom s
CHECKERBOARD.

AIND THEN
HE LL STRUYT
PROUPLY
CowN THE
HALL AND
d PNk HOW

/// 5/ Wi ;’/ A SHOLD HIVE LET HE AMSH,
///// ol ///,/ A 7/ HE SHOULD HAVE LASTENED,

THEN 1 D HAVE BEEN ABLE 7O fXPtl//V THE MOST /MPORTANT THING OF ALL 7D A1,

“\ \“"\ Al \‘ “H ﬁ ' 0 " ' i 'w

H “\.H}\m\hw i h‘m i ,'|“ |" i }) 2\

J

7D HavE Beey 48LE o Exaany Y T T W e
THRT 2 CENV T AL A VEGEIRBLE T 11}

BY SHOOTING /7 THROLGYH THE HEZL.,
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OH, YOU COULDL GIVE IT SUEH

A SHOCK THAT IT WOULD

PLUNGE INTO A CELLILAR 5
CONA. YOU COUD KEEP ITIN g
THAT STATE BY RIACING /T [
~ A AREEZER LT P

e Lgrmn. A NG
. G S
S C2 O 7

AE TET iy T e
THE CORRECT BACKGRAUND,

REALLY, THE QLD MAN couLr
HAVE WORKED THAT OUT FOR
FIMGELF.

.//:\ £
S QA=

—
\:ﬁ/g AT

I WONDER WHAT HE'S DS
wvow'?

I WONOER HOoW LONG
HE LL BE RBLE 1O RESIST
GOING DOWN THERE AND

TAKING A LIKT

PERKEPS ff UL
BE W TIHE
e SEE T
THE GRAY MHLSK
SELINTERNMG
VD TERRINMG. . .
THE R, wWET,
ML ACABLE
GREEVNESS BENEATH.

LLERAARS HE LL REACH
THE BASEVIENT /N TiWE
70 RCTUALLY SEE /T,
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ANG I THE BODY | [ #7747 wiz # oo 767 WHAT WILL THE OLD MAN 202 wHy, 7 eLESs
RS ALREADY GONE... wow, J R 1T v HELL GO BACK
o s Lo =] B ) w [ 1/ | T A 2 IS OFFCE.
N =T S | HELL NANT 7O
o= F e R et | ! Lo St rem o
: 7 4 5 M i CONE AVD BanL. MM
'_{ A A ¥ =

iy WRIE%s

£
= Sl
/;
YR N
7 \
1_"\
§ Am;/v
- A\ woLo co.
%:‘»(" /
™
=2
%
AIND A WALKING PLE OF
MOLD AND LICMEN AND :
THNKS IT'S A RATIONAL / YQ
5 i\

Z GUESS [T wowp po ARerry [)
WUEH THE SANE THING. —
7 novoer  ——l sz «ér/‘ = 4
WHAT /7 WILL LOOK LIKE, —
SO MW AND RAW AND GREEN ., . /7
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... ANO T WONDER HOW mLcH IT
WL HAVE SEENV P p
o

NNV o ARE You,
;@‘ ¢ o D

N
L™
SN 7

Inaim CAN YOU
N\ al UNDERSTAND

SAYING ?

o\ /3
TSN -\,,-’ WHAT I'M
4
7 )

)
ny
{

IF YOU'VE READ
THAT FILE
THERE, BUT...
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I A THINKING OF THE TERROR /N IS ANCIENT, ATROPHIED HEART,
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K| ANC SCURRYING.. .
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TH/S (S IS

AW THE BLIND GLASS

ANC THE DSAISSIONATE

METAL MOCKS Himt WiTH
AS OWN REFLECTION,
FRIGHTENED AND SMALL

THERE S NEVER BEFN
S ANY REAL EVIDENCE OF THE
B SWAMP THING [VTENTIONALLY

ﬁrafa/mw
SHOULON'T BEIN ANY
AL DONGER AT AL....

i e
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BUT IF HE HAS.READ MY MOTES . . .

YOU SEE , THROUSHOLT »
HIS MISERABLE EXISTENCE,
THE ONLY THING THAT

] COUD HRVE KEPT Mt
SANVE WAS 7HE HOPE
THAT HE MIGHT OWE D4y
REGAIN HIS AHLINamI7Y..

[ BUT IFHES READ
MY NOTES HELL
ANOH THAT TUST
SN T TRLE

HELSSVT
EC HLLINE,

HE VEVER
AEVEVER wis v
Wil &F ALéc ALEC HLLANG,
AHLAND, P

Z WONDER
FOW HE LL
TAKE 172

'R B ';““!
/ , I/ '|"|| "l
o

i 4 ” W “ﬁ' Euﬂ"‘"w:!ﬂ'

|
/ S HOW THE OLD MAN
I Wil TAKE (T,
: J
m, J i ,\»\

“‘i ,
Ty & )

\IU fi’ T A
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\  YR®ell
"I il ,‘.‘lk. R

... WHEN THE DOORS Wow'T OV 2
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AELL WHEEZE AND HE LL SCREAM

AND HE WILL NOT BE ABLE 1O

COMPREHEND HOW TH(S COULD BE
//ﬁm/mé 70 ////ﬂ
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AND WHAT I WHERE WAlD 4
THEN? :

Z HAVE IO kvow. ) WHERE woulD T
6O IF I WERE
THE SWAMP THING ?

BheK HONVE. ...
‘/ 5
oy ) 'V/
p—1
7

X

o7 {7
.\\!‘/'

B
7 FOR THE MOMENT
iy I AM CONTENT |,
= SIMPLY 70 THIVK,
AND 70 PLAN. ..

Sk

I 6O BACK

LOUISIANA. BACK 0
THE MUD AND THE
57'5/7/;1‘/ AVD /'/JE

(i

\\ \ 70 r//E
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W 1||th
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- AND 7O
é /STEN,

LML i

mw ] |}1|”|1|‘ur%

775 kaminG
I WASHING TON
TOMIGHT.



