Summer Transition Program 2008

Introduction to SPSS
.

The survey data for your research projects can be accessed on the course website at
http://faculty.washington.edu/tamre/stp.shtml. Click on the Data Sets link in the upper

left of the page and then select “StudentSurveyData06-08.sav” and save the file to your
computer.
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Getting Started

Open SPSS. When prompted, select the “Open an existing data source” radio button.
Click OK. Select the dataset you just downloaded named “StudentSurveyData06-08.sav”
and click open. (Note: if there is no prompt, you can open a dataset by drop-down menu
at File -> Open -> Data... and selecting the dataset).

Notice that there are numeric values for the Gender variable. Does the value 1 represent
“Male” or “Female”? To display the labels instead of the numeric values, go to the drop-
down menu View -> “Value Labels”. (Note: a response of “999” means the respondent
did not answer the question).
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Summary Statistics — Using the Explore tool
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2. Move the selected variable to the
“Dependent List:” by clicking the arrow

button. (Note: you can analyze more
than one variable at a time)
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Box plots

To create a boxplot, go to the “Graphs” drop-down menu and choose “Boxplot...”

Like the bar charts and histograms, we can make

boxplots for our entire sample, or broken up by

groups.
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Scatter plots

To create a scatter plot, go to the “Graphics” drop-down
menu and choose “Scatter/Dot”.
Choose a “Simple Scatter” and click the “Define” button.
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Saving graphics to import into PowerPoint/Word (as a WindowsMetafile)
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Be sure to tell SPSS where to save
your chart and what to call it. Name
it something appropriate so you
won’t forget what it’s a graph of!

Select the “Image Format” as a
“Windows Metafile (*.wmf)”
from the drop-down list

When you want to import your graphic into your Word/PowerPoint file, from the drop-down
menu, click “Insert” -> “Picture” -> “From File ...” and select the file you just saved!
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