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One of my friends complains that 
his book club spends more time ne-
gotiating the next book than talking 
about the current one. Another jokes 
that her group is really “a drinking 
club with a book problem.” The Se-
attle Gay and Lesbian Book Club at 
Dunshee House differs. 

Nick DiMartino, creator and 
facilitator of the club, is a play-
wright, novelist, book reviewer, 
bookseller, and avid reader. He se-
lects the books, which range from 
classic authors (Genet, Colette, 
Gide, Forster, Murdoch) to award-
winners (Patti Smith’s National 
Book Award-winning Just Kids) 
to the classics (the outrageously 
funny Satyricon) to graphic nov-
els (Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home 
and Howard Cruse’s Stuck Rub-
ber Baby). 

When I first saw SGN ads for 
Dunshee House’s group two 
years ago, I assumed DiMar-
tino had a grant to build Gay 
and Lesbian community. Then 
I learned that he was doing all 
this without any support. I asked him about 
his efforts.

Nick DiMartino: Books have been one 
of the greatest joys of my life. They’ve not 
only given me hours of pleasure, but they’ve 
taught me compassion for people who are 
different from me, and inspired me to dare 
to be myself.

Scott Wittet: What are you reading for 
June?

DiMartino: One of my all-time favor-

ites, Andre Gide’s Nobel Prize-winning The 
Counterfeiters.

Wittet: Which books have been your 

book clubs’ favorites?
DiMartino: I’d say we had our strongest 

response to A Fairly Honourable Defeat by 
Iris Murdoch, Booker Prize-winning The 
Line of Beauty by Alan Hollinghurst, The 
Last of the Wine by Mary Renault, and Fun 
Home by Alison Bechdel. 

Wittet: It’s unusual for book groups to 
meet weekly. How does that work?

DiMartino: Some members come ev-
ery Wednesday. Some come once or twice 
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a month. For busy people, four opportuni-
ties means not having to worry about miss-
ing out. And spreading the discussion over 
a month allows us to approach topical ques-
tions in depth, for readers to dive back into 
the text and explore thoughts different from 
their own. 

Wittet: How do you choose the books?
DiMartino: The selections are usually 

paperback and they’re discounted for club 
members at University Book Store. You of-
ten can find them used or at the library. The 

club is free. 
Wittet: You sometimes watch movie ad-

aptations of books the club reads.
DiMartino: As often as we can! Seeing a 

great adaptation, like Fellini’s Satyricon or 
the Merchant-Ivory Maurice, only enriches 
the reading experience, especially when ev-
eryone in the room has read the book. That 
creates a very special, receptive audience.

Wittet: In my opinion, you’re a master 

discussion facilitator. 
DiMartino: I took the Dunshee House 

training, but I naturally love hearing people 
describe their reading experiences: what 
made them laugh or cry, what surprised 
them. These are fascinating glimpses into 
other readers’ minds and alternate opinions 
help me see my own reactions more clearly, 
often altering or changing them. I try to give 
every member a chance to talk because I 
genuinely want to know what they think. 

Wittet: What is the relationship between 
your book group and Dunshee House?

DiMartino: When I be-
came HIV-positive in 2007, I 
turned to Dunshee House and 
discovered a whole new world 
of support, as well as one of 
the best friends of my life. In 
payback, I took their facilitator 
training so I could offer back 
to the Gay community what I 
know best, a love of books.

Wittet: Would you say books 
play a major role in your life?

DiMartino: You could say 
so. I’ve worked at University 
Book Store for 40 years, where 
I promote a book-of-the-month 
called “Nick’s Pick,” and I am 
the book-buyer for the two cam-
pus branches. I’ve had three 
Seattle-based supernatural mys-
teries published, and review new 
international fiction for Shelf-
Awareness.com. I’m always read-
ing, on lunch breaks, on the bus, 
perpetually looking for good new 
books to feature and promote. 
The club can be very satisfying, 
and people who have a positive 
experience reading come back to 

read another book. Everyone wins. 

The Seattle Gay and Lesbian Book Club 
meets every Wednesday from 6 to 7:15 pm 
at Dunshee House (303 17th Ave. E.) on 
Capitol Hill. Feel free to just show up. For 
more information, contact Nick at nickdi-
martin@earthlink.net. 




