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ENGL 370: English Language Study
Web Phonetics Assignment

One of the best ways to begin to understand that phonetic transcription represents the actual sounds (and not the written language!) is to hear how other speakers sound, especially those who speak a variant of the English spoken in our area.  This web-based assignment will allow you to hear and to analyze some of the differences among variants of English.  Two general resources for linguistics on the web are below:


http://faculty.washington.edu/dillon/PhonResources/

This site is maintained by another professor in the English department,


George Dillon.  There are many resources listed here.


http://www.wadsworth.com/

Click on English on the pulldown menu under Wadsworth; type in Finegan and click


to go to our textbook’s website.  There are exercises and quizzes and there is a


compilation of speech sounds (see the left hand column).

Below are three sites that each have some sound data that compares one version of English to another.  The University of Arizona site contains sound files from seven varieties of English.  The George Mason University site contains the same paragraph being read by 300+ speakers whose first languages are quite varied.  The alt-usage-english archive has a number of sound files available for comparison, although many of the files compare only two varieties of English. 


http://www.ic.arizona.edu/%7Elsp/
http://accent.gmu.edu/
http://alt-usage-english.org/audio_archive.shtml


Your assignment is to go to the George Mason site, select samples from three speakers of languages other than English, and make copies to bring to class.  Use English 32,43, 81 or 106 as your baseline English and make a copy of your baseline choice.  In class, you will identify at least six contrasts in each language between the languages you select and your baseline.  You’ll be using the phonetic alphabet to identify the points of contrast.  There will be no extra language samples in class, so make sure you bring yours.







