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Topography of China	




China in Relief	




China Precipitation	




China: Agricultural Regions	




From Joseph B. R. Whitney, “East Asia,” chapter 
5 in G.A. Klee, ed, World Systems of Traditional 
Resource Management	


Pastoral (with 
oasis) agriculture	


Intensive 
agriculture	


Upland 
mixed 
farming	






China: 
Languages	


Note the extent of	

yellow and green,	

which are all “Chinese”	




Macroregions 
of China 
Proper	


From G. William Skinner, Mark Henderson, 
and Yuan Jianhua, “China’s Fertility Transition 
Through Regional Space,” Social Science 
History, Fall 2000	




Seasonal Distribution of 
Preciptiation	




Lower 
Yangtze	


From G. William Skinner, Mark 
Henderson, and Yuan Jianhua, 
“China’s Fertility Transition Through 
Regional Space,” Social Science 
History, Fall 2000	




Provincial Income Per Capita	


Source: Matt Schiavenza, Mapping China’s Income Inequality:	

http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/09/mapping-chinas-income-inequality/279637/	




Rural-urban Differences	


From Damian Topin, BBC News, 2009: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13945072  	




Distribution of Urbanization	




1990–1995 to a top net importer thereafter. Another point worth noting is that there was a
noticeable, though still small, but increasing amount of outmigration from the major net
importers (e.g. Guangdong) in the first decade of the 21st C, often directed towards provinces
of origin of the in-migrants, such as Hunan, Sichuan and Guangxi. This outmigration is likely
return flows of migrants, who came to the coastal cities in the earlier periods.

4. Current migrant issues

While the world economy was still mired in recession in 2010, China’s economy continued
to grow, albeit at a slower pace. In that year, China also overtook Japan to become the
world’s second largest economy. At present, with Europe’s serious debt crisis, and the US
and Japan struggling to maintain growth, many have looked to China as the savior of the
world economy (e.g. Drysdale, 2011). As pointed out before, China’s success in being the
world’s factory relies heavily on its own mammoth army of low-cost migrant workers, made
possible by its unique hukou system. In recent years, a series of rather dramatic and signifi-
cant events related to migrant labor in China has alerted us to an emerging new reality – that
the ingredients that make the ‘China model’ tick may be on the verge of a tectonic change.

Figure 2. The 20 largest interprovincial migration flows, 2005–2010.
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Migration Flows in the late 00s	


From Kam Wing Chan, Migration and Development in China, 2012	




Incredibly Cool 
Tool	


http://www.dbresearch.com/servlet/reweb2.ReWEB?rwsite=DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD&rwobj=RMLCHPM.alias 	



