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Why Chinese Students Choose Engineering as a Field

Abstract
I have witnessed the powerful affect of globalization with my own eyes.  During August of 2004, I 

boarded an eighteen hour flight to China to return to the “third world" country that I was born in.  Yet, as I 
stepped off the plane, I could hardly recognize China:  the effect of globalization on China is tremendous.  As 
Tom Thompson wrote in his article, “China is no longer that low-tech industry with inexpensive labor, 
Chinese are being taught first world skills, coming out with well-trained mathematically oriented engineer.”

According to the National Science Foundation, “In several emerging Asian countries, the proportion 
of first university degrees earned in Science & Engineering was higher than in the United States. For the past 
3 decades, S&E degrees have made up about one-third of U.S. bachelor's degrees. The corresponding figures 
were considerably higher for China (59 percent in 2001).”  

During my research in China, I plan to study what motivates Chinese students to be engineers.  I will 
be giving out a survey and trying to figure out if factors such as globalization with high potential for 
employment, parental, peer and/or influences from the government are one of the reasons why students go into 
engineering.  My subjects will mainly be high school seniors, or students who are deciding which major to go 
into for post-secondary education, especially those students going into engineering in schools around the 
Sichuan Province

中国学生选择工程学的动机

摘要
     我亲眼目睹了全球化的巨大影响。2004年8月，经过了18小时的飞行，我
回到了中国，这个我出生的“第三世界”国家。可是下飞机的一瞬间，我几
乎没能认出这就是中国：全球化对中国的影响太大了。就像汤姆·汤普森所
写到的那样：“中国已经不再是一个只有廉价劳动力的低技术国家。中国人
民已经学会了世界一流的技能，产生了训练有素并且拥有高度数学技能的工
程师。”
      据国家自然基金，“在亚洲的几个新兴国家，取得一流大学科学或工程
学位的人数超过了美国。在过去的30年中，美国近1/3的学士学位授予了科
学或工程学生。而相应的比例在中国却高出许多（2001年59%）。” 
      我在中国的研究将侧重于中国学生选择工程学的动机。我将以调研的形
式研究诸如全球化带来的就业潜力、双亲、同龄以及政府是否构成影响因
素。研究对象主要是高三学生，或已选择专业的专上院校学生，尤其四川省
内选择工程学的学生。



Tommy Lee and Huy Hong Ta, Solar Energy Use in Sichuan

The objective of our research is to determine why or why not the local people in an 
urban, rural, and isolated rural area of China would switch from conventional energy to solar 
energy. Our ability to understand why some people would vouch for solar energy and why others 
may not is crucial to the progress of solar energy use in China. We will be looking at three areas; 
Panzhihua (urban), Manshuiwan (rural), and Yangjuan County (isolated rural). To establish a 
clear understanding of the popular opinion in these different areas, we will distribute 
questionnaires to the local people in each area. There are three sections of question, educational 
influence, environment influence, and cost concern influence. Each question will be given a 
weighted point based on the significance of the question in each section. We will then tally up 
the points in each section and use it to determine the main contributing factor for switching to 
solar energy in each area. Government statistics on cost, current usage, and development plans 
will be utilized to determine the current state of solar energy usage in these three regions.  

太阳能在四川的使用

摘要
    我们的项目将研究中国城市、农村以及偏远地区居民从传统能源转换为太
阳能或未转换的原因。一部分人坚持使用太阳能而另一部分却不是这样，这
其中的原因对太阳能在中国的推广有极为关键的意义。调研的区域将包括：
攀枝花（城市），漫水湾（农村），盐源（偏远地区）。我们将在这三个地
区广泛发放问卷以调查各个地区的大众意见。问卷将包含三个部分：教育影
响、环境影响和经济因素。我们将根据三个部分中各个问题的重要性进行单
项给分，然后根据三个部分各自的得分决定最主要的影响因素。我们还将采
用关于太阳能成本、目前使用状况及未来发展计划的政府数据以确定三个调
研区域的太阳能使用状



Geoffrey Morgan,  
Over the course of the next year I plan to work closely with the villagers of Yangjuan, a 

small village in the Baiwu valley of Sichuan Province, to see how the recent water projects put in 
place by the Hydrologists Without Borders have had an effect on the villagers’ development and 
quality of life and also to see how well they are working.  To do this study I will be looking at 
these projects through two different lenses to obtain a better understanding of the problems the 
villagers may be facing.

The first lens I will be looking through will be that of a sociologist to see how these water 
projects have directly affected the villagers in terms of labor economics.  To conduct my research I 
plan to interview families in Yangjuan to see how much time has been saved in the collection of 
water with the addition of these recent projects.  If time is saved I will then look to see what the 
family is doing with this extra time.  Are they spending it on projects that will increase their 
family’s wealth?  Are the kids now allowed to go to school when they were not able to before?  
Once I have gathered sufficient information I plan to look at the county level to see which villages 
have water projects and what their income is compared to those that do not.  After all of my data 
has been collected and analyzed I hope to write a paper on the importance of water projects in 
developing regions and whether or not their immediate effects have made a difference.  

The second lens that I will be looking through when analyzing these water projects will be 
that of an engineer to see how well the projects are functioning and what modifications and/or new 
projects would be best for Yangjuan’s development and improve the villagers’ quality of life.  
When conducting my research I will mainly focus on water availability and water quality in the 
water projects and in the resources of the region itself.  When gathering my data I will need to take 
monthly readings of water levels and water quality so that I may discern any possible trends.  Once 
these possible trends have been established I plan to write a list of recommendations to the 
Hydrologists Without Borders so that when they come back they will have enough information to 
create the best possible water project for the people of Yangjuan.   

小规模水工程在羊圈的有效性研究

    在未来的一年内，我将研究近期由Hydrologists Without Borders（一法国
水工程组）建立的水工程如何影响到当地村民的发展、生活质量以及其效
果。我将从两个不同的角度来研究村民面临的问题以提供自拟的援助措施。
    第一，我将从社会学的角度调查这些工程对村民造成的直接影响，如劳动
力经济。我将在羊圈以家庭为单位进行采访，调查近期的集水工程为村民节
省的时间，以及村民都用节约下来的时间做了什么：是否用于赚钱？ 孩子
是否可以接受教育？一旦收集了足够的信息，我将以村落为单位，对比研究
水工程对村落收入造成的影响。数据收集完全之后，我希望能撰写论文讨论
水工程对发展中地区的重要性及即时效应。
    第二，我将从工程学的角度研究这些工程的运行以及如何更改或建立新的
工程以最大程度地推动羊圈的发展并改善村民生活。我将重点研究现存工程
和地区的水质和水资源可用性。收集数据后，我将每月读取水位和水质信息
以辨识趋势。一旦该趋势确立，我将向Hydrologists Without Borders撰写建
议供其修建最适羊圈的水工程。



Hanna Hilsenberg, Mircofinance in Rural Sichuan
While in Chengdu, I will be studying microfinance in the Sichuan Province.  My research 

question is actually very simple: Does microfinance within the Sichuan Province work?  To 
research my question I will be looking at two different types of microfinance.  This first kind that I 
will look at is microfinance from a big company’s point of view.  For my project I have chose to 
look more closely at the Bank of China and its branch of microfinance that it offers to the lower to 
middle class people in China.  The second type of microfinance that I will be look at is a smaller, 
NGO based organization.  I have looked at two organizations closely and I think that DORS and 
ARDPAS will be perfect case studies for looking at the smaller side of microfinance.  On each 
side, both big and small, I will ask a series of questions such as:
-Who is your typical customer?
-What is the average size of the loan taken out?
-Are loans repaid on time and in full?
While asking my questions I hope to look at both the lenders and the borrowers to completely 
understand the microfinance process.  With my information, I plan to compare and contrast my 
findings and hold them to some standards of success that will include:
-Are the borrowers able to repay their loans on time and in full and still have profit left over from 
their investments that they used the loan for?
-If not, is there education or financial advising services that can help people to become financially 
stable?
After collecting my information, comparing and contrasting, and holding my findings to some 
standards of success, I hope to see whether or not microfinance in Chengdu is working or not.

在成都的时候，我会调查四川省的小额信贷的情况。我的调查问题实际上非
常简单：四川省的小额信贷有用么？我将从两个方面对这个问题进行调查。
我将首先从一个大公司的角度审视小额信贷。我决定仔细查看中国银行和它
小额信贷分支。他们的业务对象大都是中低层中国居民。我要调查的第二个
方面是更小的，以非政府组织为基础的组织。我已经密切调查了DORS和
ARDPARS两个组织壁呢且相信它们都是调查小额信贷时的完美案例。对于
一大一小的两方面，我都会问类似下面的问题：
 - 谁是你们典型的客户？
 - 贷款的平均数额一般是多大？
 - 贷款都能按时全额收回么？
在问这些问题的时候，我希望能够调查债务人和债权人两方面，以完全理解
小额信贷的过程。根据我的信息，我计划把我的发现和标准成功模式想对
比。这些模式包括：
 - 这些债务人能够在按时全额付清贷款之后还能够保持一定的盈利么？
 - 如果不是，那么存在教育或者财务咨询服务以帮助人们变得财务稳定么？
在搜集了信息，对比和比较，以及和标准成功模式的比较，我希望能够知道
成都的小额信贷系统是否在正常运转。



David Johnsrud, The effectiveness of land-reserve subsidies in and near
Jiuzhaigou National Nature Reserve, Sichuan

Abstract:
The JiuZhaiGou National Nature Reserve is located in Sichuan Province, China. 
Essentially, my research project intends to take a look at two things within this park.  
Firstly, I want to examine each of the Þve valleys within and surrounding the 
JiuZhaiGou NNR, with attention to each valleyÕs agricultural land use (subsistence 
farming and animal husbandry). I intend to use GIS data sets to describe the different  
stages of transition that each valley is in. Secondly, I intend to look at a speciÞc subsidies 
project that was designed to support the villagers Þnancially when the Chinese national 
government banned agricultural land use in one of the valleys. How successful was it in 
helping villagers transition from traditional means of subsistence to new ones? I intend 
to use an oral survey and collect GPS data that I will turn into GIS data sets. This 
research will allow me to answer these questions: Was this particular program 
successful? Can it be used elsewhere?

David Johnsrud, 土地保护补助金在四川省九寨沟国家级自然保护区及其附近
实施的效果

摘要：
九寨沟国家级自然保护区位于中国四川省。简单说来，我的研究项目打算调
查这个公园内的两个问题。首先，我想调查九寨沟国家级自然保护区内及其
周围的五个山谷，特别关注每个山谷的农业用地（生活耕作和家禽饲养）。 
我打算使用GIS数据来描述每个山谷不同的过渡时期。其次，我打算在其中
一个山谷调查当中国国家政府禁止农业用地以后，用于财政支持村民的某个
特定补助项目的作用。这个补助项目如何成功地帮助村民从传统的生存方式
过渡到新的生存方式？我打算采用口头调查和将收集的GPS数据转化为GIS
数据的方法。这个研究将使我们回答这些问题：这个特定的项目是否成功？
它能否被应用于其它地方.



Dowdy Gilles, Nutritional Changes in Urban and Rural Sichuan

Abstract:
Developing countries are at a point where the prevalence of obesity is greater than that 
of undernutrition and concerns related to intake of saturated fat and energy imbalance 
must be considered more seriously by the agriculture sector (Popkin, abstract). The 
most common thought when we think of developing countries is that it is in 
development, changing for the better. It is not often to Þnd an over abundance of 
resources yet this quote really points out that though a developing country, in this case, 
China, it is ßourishing or excelling beyond the minimal amount of nutrients that will 
support a whole country. China is looked up to as the country that is able to feed such a 
large population with limited land space. For instance, it is said that China feeds 1/5 of 
the earths population on about 7% of its farmland (Leppman p. 1). However, now 
China is witnessing an obesity issue. With this quote in mind, I will be focusing on the 
changes of nutrition throughout different locations within the Sichuan Province. 
SpeciÞcally, I will be comparing the changes in nutrition starting in the city of Chengdu, 
then in a village near Chengdu, and a village even farther such as Yangjuan. The 
purpose here is to see the types of nutritional changes that will be present as I move 
away from the city Chengdu. My hypothesis is as we move farther away from the city  
obesity will be less prevalent due to less nutritional sources such as protein that will be 
available and therefore the villages farthest away from the city will possibly run into  
the problem of malnutrition. To conduct this research I will employ a combination of a 
general survey known as the 24 hour recall food intake and also a case study from each 
transect starting from the city of Chengdu and then at each of the two transects away 
from the city.

Dowdy Gilles，四川省城市和农村的营养变化

摘要：
发展中国家正处于肥胖比营养不良更普遍的阶段。饱和脂肪的摄入和能量不
平衡必须引起农业部门的高度重视（Popkin,摘要）。我们通常认为发展中国
家正处于发展当中，变得更富强。通常不容易找到资源过剩，但是这个引证
确实指出尽管发展中国家，比如这里的中国，正欣欣向荣，能够生产出超过
支持整个国家的最少营养物。中国是一个被尊认为能够利用有限的土地空间
满足如此巨大人口的国家。例如，据说中国用其7%的农田养活了占世界五分
之一的人口(Leppman p. 1)。尽管如此，目前中国正面临肥胖问题。因此，
我将关注四川省内不同地区的营养改变。详细说来，我将比较成都市区，成
都市近郊和远离成都的一个村庄，比如羊圈的营养变化。这样做的目的在于
调查但我逐渐远离成都市时营养变化的种类。我的假设是当我们远离城市
时，由于较少的营养资源，比如可用的蛋白质，肥胖将越来越不普遍，因此
远离城市的农村将可能陷入营养不良的问题。为完成这个研究，我将结合两
种调查方式，一是以普查的方式24小时记录食物的摄入，二是通过样本调查
成都市区和其余两个远离城市的地区。



Katherine Liu

The carnivorous plant Drosera peltata is unique in its ability to 
respond to tactile stimuli with movement. This ability suggests 
the existence of mechanoreceptors Ð specialized ion channels that 
allow an organism to sense tension, pressure or movement in 
tissues of its periphery. In my proposed studies, I plan to further 
explore the properties of the D. peltata mechanoreceptor, using 
better characterized animal and Venus Fly Trap 
mechanoreceptors as analogues. The neurobiology of plants has 
been tragically under researched, studies like this one are 
important in contributing to the understanding of basic 
mechanisms organisms use in interacting with their environments

在实验室和自然环境研究中国西南部地区（四川省）盾叶茅膏菜的机械性刺激感受器

摘要：肉食性植物盾叶茅膏菜有能对外界微小的刺激作出反应的特性。这种特性暗示了一
种机械性刺激感受器特定的离子通道。这种离子通道允许生物体感受张力、压力、或外围
组织的运动。我打算用更好表针的动物和金星捕蝇器做类似物，进一步研究盾叶茅膏菜的
机械性刺激感受器。植物的神经生物学方面也将被研究。这些研究有助于我们了解基本的
生物与其环境相互作用的原理。 



Laura Stahl, Gender and Adolescence among Nuosu Girls

In this study I aim to gain insight into the life of adolescent female residents of 
Yangjuan, an ethnic Nuosu village in rural Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture, 
Southwestern Sichuan Province, PeopleÁøs Republic of China. This study uses 
empirical analysis to demonstrate how current processes of globalization are 
transforming the actual conditions of young womenÕs lives and gender ideologies. 
My intended methods embrace the diversity inherent in the social experience. A 
holistic understanding of contemporary Nuosu female gender identity will be 
achieved through informal interviews, direct observation, collective discussion, 
analysis of individualÁøs personal reßections, and collection of oral histories. This study 
explores adolescent femalesÕ identity as it relates to pre-existing gender hierarchies 
inßuenced by globalization and traditional ideologies in order to understand the 
contours of womenÕs subordination. In part, this study is designed to examine 
patriarchal norms and practices inherent in globalizationsÁø effects on womenÕs lives. 
Adolescent Nuosu femalesÕ  perspectives of womanhood will be obtained to further 
analyze the role of power structures, both modern and traditional, Remember that 
the tradition power structure in Nuosu society is also very patriarchal.  in their 
formation of identity. I approach this research with the aim of objective observation 
and understating with the belief that the lives of Nuosu females can serve as a 
window into the contemporary human experience. As there has been no prior 
investigation into this subject matter it is my hope that this effort will promote 
awareness toward informed discussion of Nuosu female identity issues both in and 
outside academia.

诺苏族女孩的性别和青春期(Laura Stahl)

在这个研究中，我希望一窥羊圈村诺苏族青春期女孩的生活。羊圈村地处中国四川西南地
区的凉山彝族自治区，为一个诺苏族聚居区。这个研究使用实地调查来展示当前的全球化
进程是如何转变年轻女性的生活和性别理念的。我将要采用的调查方法将充分考虑到社会
经历中固有的多样性。通过非正式的采访，直接的观察，共同的探讨，对个体反映的分析
和对口头历史的搜集我将对当代诺苏族妇女身份认同有一个总体的理解。这个对于青春期
妇女身份认同的调查探讨它与受到全球化和传统观念影响的预先存在的性别分级观念的关
系，以理解妇女低等级的大致原因。一方面，这个调查被设计来检验在全球化中仍然存在
的宗法原则和实践对于妇女生活的影响。这个研究也将搜集青春期诺苏妇女对于女性角色
的认识，以进一步的分析权力系统的角色，不论是传统的还是现代的，尤其是意识到诺苏
社会在身份认同方面非常遵从宗法规制。我将用客观的观察和理解进行这个调查，相信对
于诺苏族妇女的调查会为我们揭示当代人类的体验。鉴于在这方面还没有先行的研究，我
同时也希望这个研究能够激起在学院环境内外的对于诺苏妇女身份话题的探讨。



(ICT) and ChinaÕs Gaokao (National College Entrance Examination) 
By Daniel Stemp

ABSTRACT:
Within the framework of institutional economics this research will seek to identify and quantify a 
relationship between the use of Information Communication Technology (ICT) by Chinese high 
school students and their performance on the Gaokao, a standardized national exam. For the course 
of this research I will define ICT specifically as networked computers with a degree of Internet 
access, and ICT usage as any activity involving networked computers. The outcome variable, the 
hypothesized dependent variable, is student scores on the Gaokao (National College Entrance 
Examination). It is further hypothesized that ICT usage by Chinese students represents a 
statistically significant set of explanatory variables. ICT usage as a variable is divided into two 
stylized categories (formal and informal), each representing a vector of independent variables that 
capture the typical usage pattern of individual students. Formal ICT usage is defined as all activity 
using a networked computer that is initiated with the explicit purpose of advancing learning or to 
assist in completing an educational task: use of school computer labs, use of computers to assist in 
homework. Informal ICT usage can be defined as the converse to formalized ICT usage, all activity 
using network computers that students engage in without an explicit educational purpose or as 
assistance in completing an educational task: use of computers to chat with friends, use of 
computers for online gaming. Data points on the independent variables that comprise formal and 
informal ICT usage will be collected by student and teacher survey with ethnographic studies of a 
few high schools and Internet bars as case studies. All data will be analyzed using econometric 
methods, the ethnographic conclusions employed as inputs and controls, to form a matrix of ICT 
usage comprising each of the variables of informal and formal ICT usage and listing the power of 
each to explain variation of Gaokao scores. This research I believe will have very practical 
implications as it could serve to assist school administrators in targeting particular investments in 
ICT that could raise the Gaokao scores of students, vastly improving their educational 
opportunities.

Daniel Stemp, 一个对于信息交互技术和中国高考的制度经济学分析

摘要：
这个研究将会在制度经济学的范畴内试图确定和量化中国高中学生对于信息交互技术
(ICT)的使用和他们在高考中的表现之间的关系。在这个研究中我将ICT特别的定义为有某
种程度互联网连接的电脑，使用ICT定义为任何和联网电脑有关的活动。结论变量，也是
假设的因变量，是学生的高考成绩。进一步的假说是中国学生的ICT使用代表了一系列统
计上显著的解释变量。ICT使用这个变量被划分为两个形式化的类别(正式的和非正式
的)，每一个代表着描述典型使用方式自变量的一个向量。正式的ICT使用被定义为所有使
用联网计算机，直接目标为改进学习或者帮助完成教学任务的活动，比如使用学校计算机
实验室，使用计算机帮助完成功课等。非正式的ICT使用可以被定义为正式ICT使用的反
面，即所有使用联网计算机的，没有直接为教育目的服务或者帮助完成教育任务的活动，
比如使用计算机和朋友聊天，使用计算机进行联网游戏等。组成正式和非正式的ICT自变
量的数据点将从学生和教师的调查问卷中以及在几所高中和网吧的民族志调查中得到。所
有数据都将通过计量经济学的方法分析，民族志的结论被作为输入和控制，以形成一个包
含正式和非正式的ICT使用的模型，并且分别表现两者对高考分数的影响。我相信这个研
究很有使用价值，因为它会帮助学校管理层确定能够提高学生高考分数的ICT投资，更多
的改进他们的教育机会。



Steve Margitan, Football and Identity in Chengdu

Throughout the world sports serve as a medium for the expression of 
different deeply engrained identities.  This paper examines the role of viewing 
soccer in Chengdu.  I argue that China’s domestic professional leagues (the 
Superleague and Jia A) foster an increased sense of regionalism by placing cities 
and provinces in direct competition with one another, while viewing professional 
soccer causes an increased sense of Chinese nationalism.  Regionalism has been a 
historically strong force in Sichuan and has compromised national unity multiple 
times throughout China’s history.  China’s rapid but unequal growth has led to a 
divide between the eastern and western portions of the country, and domestic 
soccer games serve as an outlet to express the animosity created by this uneven 
growth.  Unlike domestic professional games, European soccer is an entirely non-
Chinese event but these games are popular among sports fans.  The non-Chinese 
aspect of these games eliminates the direct competition between provinces that 
encourages regional tendencies and leads to a greater perceived communal identity 
between China’s soccer followers. This study will focus on the members of the 
Chengdu Football Fan Association (CFFA).  It relies on semi-structured 
interviews with members of the CFFA during Chengdu Blades matches and 
communal viewing events for European matches.  The findings of this research 
project will improve our understanding of contemporary issues of regionalism and 
nationalism in China.

足球和认同在程度

在全世界，体育运动反映着不同的深层的身份认同。这篇论文探讨看
球在成都的意义。我想证明中国国内职业球队(超级联赛和甲A)通过把城市和
省份放在直接对抗的位置而促进了日渐上涨的地域认同，同时，观看职业足
球赛导致了上涨的中国民族主义。地区主义在历史上曾经是四川的一个强大
的力量，并且几次击败了国家统一的力量。中国迅速而不平衡的发展已经导
致了东西部的分化，国内足球联赛成为了人们发泄由不均衡发展而带来的强
烈不满的途径。不同于国内足球联赛，欧洲足球是一个跟中国毫无关系的赛
事，但是他们在体育爱好者非常流行。这些球赛的非中国因素消除了省份之
间的直接冲突，避免了地域化倾向，而导向中国球迷之间共同的身份认同。
这个调查会集中在成都球迷协会(CFFA)的会员中。它依靠在成都蓝剑杯和欧
洲联赛期间与成都球迷协会会员的半规格的访谈。这个调查的结果将会帮助
我们理解当代中国地区主义和国家主义的问题。



Darren Stults, A Cooperative Study of Yi Migrants in ChengduI propose to conduct a 
survey on what problems Yi migrants in major urban areas in and around Chengdu, 
China currently face.  I will coordinate my work with a team of researchers who are 
already performing the same research.  In order to ascertain the most common, severe, 
and preventable problems, and also in order to keep my methods as scientiÞc as 
possible, I will primarily conduct interviews that mostly follow an organized survey 
format, and I will furthmore interview as many people as I can.  Based on the answers, I 
will adjust, add, or remove questions depending on what type of information deserves 
the greatest amount of focus.  As I acquire information, I will simultaneously compile 
said information into a presentable medium for presentation to related institutions for 
reÞning various government and social policies.

成都彝族移民的合作研究我打算调查中国成都的大市区内外的彝族移民目前
面对什么困难。我会跟一队已经开始该研究的研究员一起交换我们得到的资
料。为了知道什么是最普通、严重、可避免的问题，而为了尽可能运用最科
学的方法，我主要会按照一个有组织的调查格式做访问，我并且还会访问一
个比较大的人数。得到新的资料的时候，我会同时把资料输入一个像样的媒
介，准备给有关机关、组织为了改善某些政府、社会的政策。

（这个学生的中文特别好；翻译是他自己写的）



Thomas Allen, Buddhist Temple Architecture in ChinaAbstract:
  ! ! !The purpose of this project is to investigate the architecture, outlay, and design of 
Buddhist sites of worship in Sichuan Province.  Further, it will attempt to collect an 
understanding of roles played by: traditional Chinese culture and architecture, requisite 
needs of worshiping space by practitioners and inhabitants, the lay community, and
the impacts of tourism. the projectÔs focus will primarily be non-Tibetan Mahayana 
Buddhist sites in mainstream Chinese culture, this limiting of the scope is done to try to 
Þlter out variations that could be due to ethnic heritage and differing sects of Buddhism, 
rather than the elements this project wishes to focus on. There is a severe lack of
previous information on this topic from English language sources, giving this research 
an important role in expanding the western worldÁøs ability to understand the 
developments taking place in modern Chinese culture. Additionally, it will help to lay 
the groundwork for the deciphering of sites for tourist purposes, and for an improved 
understanding of what design elements have been successful in previous temples and 
how that is changing with time. The research necessary to achieve these goals will be 
threefold. First, there is the tracking down of existing and new sites, the collection of 
blueprint documentation (in cases of remodeled temples it is my hope to Þnd records of 
both pre and post remodel layouts) and the research into any historical research done 
on the sites. Second, will be the visiting of all the sites to Þll what will likely be a huge 
supply of gaps in data through Þ rst hand encounter. Lastly, I hope to speak with
individuals responsible for the design and creation of temple and monastery sites, to 
ask them questions about the reasons why the sites were created in the way they were.
中国佛庙建筑研究此项研究的目的在于调查建筑及其修建费用，以及整个四
川地区用于膜拜所用的佛教建筑设计。此外，研究者还试图探究出中国传统
文化和建筑在其中扮演的角色，创业者、居民和民间社区对拜神空间的需
求，以及旅游来访者所产生的影响。 此研究项目的重心主要落在属于中国
主流文化的非西藏的大乘佛教。缩小调研范围是为了排除种族传统和不同宗
派所造成的各种变异，从而使研究免受不必要的干扰，落于重心。考虑到在
这方面的英文文献极其匮乏，此项研究的意义便在于可以补充不足，在扩充
西方世界对中国当代文化发展的理解方面做出贡献。此外，这也会有助于解
密佛教旅游胜地的研究，为其打下根基，同时更好的解释什么设计元素是在
以往的庙宇中获得成功的，以及这样的元素是如何随时间变化的。达到上诉
研究目的需分以下三部分：第一，对现有及新建圣地的跟踪调查，对未来计
划修建的规划蓝图文件的收集（主要是考虑到可能有翻新的庙宇，本人最希
望找到有关庙宇翻新前后对比的记录）和查阅任何关于此类圣地的历史研究
文献；第二，调研者将会游访所有可及的地点，以便填充关于此研究题目的
资料和数据的不足；最后，研究者希望能通过采访庙宇和修道院的设计建造



者，以便了解佛教建筑呈现如此状态和外形的原因。

Brandi McAlister, Architectural Features of Chinese Daoist Temples

I will be visiting different Taoist temples to observe and record the different 
architectural aspects of the temples and shrines. I am also going to note any similar 
symbols throughout the temples such as the eight trigrams, and ask what they 
represent and why they are so important. I will also be interviewing the local !priests or 
caretakers and asking them the signiÞcance of different rooms and how their temples 
are set up. I plan on looking at more modern, rebuilt, temples down to the less well
known, rural, temples. The popular temples will be fairly easy to Þ nd, but I will have to 
ask !knowledgeable people !if they know where I can Þnd the more rural ones. Since 
starting this project I have noticed that trying to Þ nd any amount of research solely on 
the architecture of the temples is rather difÞcult, thus, the signiÞcance of my project will 
be to provide actual information for future knowledge seekers, provide reference 
material for future restorations, and to provide information for tourist attractions .中国

道教庙宇的建筑特色
调研者将会走访不同的道教庙宇，通过观察，记录庙宇和神殿的不同建筑形
态。同时，记录下某些相似的重复出现，贯彻与整个庙宇设计中的符号和建
筑元素，比如常出现的三线八角，并且询问其代表意义和为何如此重要的原
因。调研者还计划采访当地牧师或看守者，询问不同房间所代表的不同的重
要意义 ，以及他们是如何修建整座圣地的。研究将会着重于更现代，翻新过
的庙宇和一些鲜为人知的坐落于乡间的小规模庙宇。虽然那些相对比较有知
名度的庙宇很容易找到，但调研者计划询问资深人士，试图找出更多乡间的
庙宇和神殿。考虑到自开始研究此项目起，寻找各类佛教建筑研究文献的困
难度，本人认为此项研究的最大意义在于为将来的研究者提供更多可靠准确
的信息和参考文献，同时也为当地的旅游资源提供更多的有用


