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Myth knows no houndaries. It is exdlangeJ among (l.JllIres as
llui\:kly as merd1anJise and as fluidly as the movemcnts of peoples. This
is espe\:ia!!y true of numcrous ancient Ncar Eastern myths which often
appear in Grecian guise in Hellcnistic writings.2 Indeed, as M. L. Wcst
asserts: "Greccc is part of Asia; Grcek literature is Ncar Eastern litera-
\Llre...'\Though an awarencss of the cultural process of cxchangc has led
a numbcr of scholars to search for shared aspects of Aegean and Semitic
mythology as reflectcd in thcir respectivc literatures, it is clear that mud1
yet lies undiscovered.

In most cases, conncctions hetwccl1 Aq~e.1nand Semitic mythology
arc difficult, if not impossible, to prove. However, this docs nor make
the search for shared mythology an unworrhy enterprise. As W. Burkerr
notes:

.;\1)' clllpha.i. is .1elihcr.llely un prU\'i.1ing cvi.1cncc for corrcspon.1cnccs an.1 ror thc

likelihoo.1 of horrowings. If in ccnain c,\Scs thc n"'lcrials thcmselvcs .10 not pmviJc

I 1 woul.1 likc 10 thank I'wfs. Sanl Lcvin of Ihc Slatc lInivcrsit)' of Ncw Yurk ,It Bi.ig-

h..ml<>II,lIId John l'airm.1II 8mwn at Bcrkelc)', Californi,., fur thcir helpful cummcnts
on .his papcr.

1 In p.micul"r, scc alrca.1y, Rohcr! IIw\\'n, Scmilic IlIfllIcncc in Ilcllcllic M)'lholol\y,

1898; hili also Michael As.onr, Ucllcnllscmi.ica: An bhnic and Cuhural SIIIJy in Wcst
Scmiric IlIIpact un Myccnacan Grcccc, 1967; C.II. Gordon, HOlllcr and rhc Biblc: Thc
Origin and Characlcr of East Mc.1itcrrancan Litcralnrc, HlICA 26 (1955), 43-108.

Rcprintcd "s " l1Ionllgraph (Vcnlnr, 1967); Jllhn 1',.irm.1II IIWWII,Thc McJitcrranc,\R
Sccr ,111.1Sh"lIIanislll, ZAW 9.1 (19111), ]74-400; J\kn of Ihc 1.:11\.1.111.1rhc GoJ uf

Justicc in Grcccc .111.1hr.leI, ZAW 95 (19113),376-402; 'Illc Ark uf rhc Covcualll alld
thc Tcmplc of Jallos. 8Z]0 (19116-87), 211-.15; From Di,.illc Kingship 1\1Oispcrsal of
Powcr ill rhc Mcdilcrranean City-Stalc, ZAW 105 (1993), 62-116; R. MonJi, Grcck

anJ Ncar EaMcrn My.holoj:y, in: Approachcs 1\1Grcck M)..h, cd. L. Edmunds, 1990,
140-1911; \~I,.hcr Burkcrt, The Oriclllalizing Rcvohuion: Ncar E;\stcrn Illflucncc on
Grcck Cuhurc ill rhc Early Archaic Agc, 1992; and M. IIcrnal. "hICk Athcna: The
Afroasia.ic Roots of Cl.tssical Civilization. Vol. I: Thc Fabrication of Ancicnt Greece,
1785-1985, 1987.
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