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The Acgean Ogygos of Bocotia and the Biblical Og of Bashan:
Reflections of the Same Myth!

By Scott Nocgel

(Depe. ol Near Fasern banguages amd Coobieanson, Universany of Wasligton, Seande WA 951951120, UIsA)

Myth knows no boundaries. It is exchanged among cultures as
quickly as merchandise and as fluidly as the movements of peoples. This
is especially true of numerous ancient Near Eastern myths which often
appear in Grecian guise in Hellenistic writings.? Indeed, as M. L. West
asserts: »Greece is part of Asia; Greek literature is Near Eastern litera-
turce.? Though an awarencss of the cultural process of exchange has led
a number of scholars to scarch for shared aspects of Aegean and Semitic
mythology as reflected in their respective literatures, it is clear that much
yet lies undiscovered.

In most cases, connections betweep Acgean and Semitic mythology
arc difficult, if not impossible, to prove. However, this does not make
the search for shared mythology an unworthy enterprise. As W. Burkert
notes:

»My emphasis is deliberately on providing evidence for correspondences and for the
likelihood of borrowings. If in certam cases the materials themselves do not provide
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