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CRITICAL NOTES

JANUS PARALLELISM IN JOB
AND ITS LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE

In a recent article in this journal, Anthony Ceresko suggested that we see the
famous crux interpretum 12'OR K? in Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6 as an example of
the sophisticated literary device known as “Janus parallelism.” The term, whi¢h was
coined by Cyrus Gordon,? describes a situation in which the second stich of a tristich
contains a pun that parallels in a polysemous way both the previous and following stichs.
To illustrate, I refer to Ceresko’s frequently repeated Janus in Amos.

Because of three wicked acts of GN-
and now a fourth! 13Tk 85
And I will send fire and it shall devour. . .

As Ceresko points out, the expression 12"zt 89 may be read both as “I will not let
him return (to me)” (i.e., from the root 2¥) and as “I will indeed fan/blow upon it (i.e.,
the fire [of my fury])” (i.e., from the root 2ai1). As the former, the expression parallels the
previous mention of wicked acts not to be forgiven; and as the latter, n2°0x & faces
ahead to the mention of a devouring fire.

As Ceresko’s article demonstrates, the list of known Janus parallels continues to

grow. Moreover, the device also has been discovered in Ugaritic, Akkadian, Arabic, and
Sumerian literature as well.4

! Anthony R. Ceresko, “Janus Parallelism in Amos's ‘Oracles Against the Nations’ (Amos
1:3-2:16),” JBL 113 (1994) 485-90.

2 C. H. Gordon, “New Directions,” BASP 15 (1978) 59. Note, however, that the device was
discovered already by David Yellin, albeit called by another name in his “J33 mann oo, Tarbiz
1(1929) 1-17.

3 See, e.g., W. G. E. Watson, Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to Its Techniques (JSOTSup
26; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1984) 159. For a complete catalogue and discussion, see Scott B.
Noegel, Janus Parallelism and-lisLitensaySipaifivaree in the Book of Job, Jith-Exewrsuseromthe
Revice in Extra-jobian and Other Near Esstern—Fexte-(]SOTSup; 1eld: Sheflield Academic
Press, forthcoming). See now also Jack Sasson, “The Divine Divide: re FM 2:71:5," Nouvelles
Assyriologiques Bréves et Utilitaires (1994) 39—40; Avi Hurvitz, “Toward a Precise Definition of the
Term 12t in Prov 8:30 (in Hebrew), in The Bible in the Light of Its Interpreters: Sarah Kamin

 Memorial Volume (ed. Sara Japhet; Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1994) 647-50.

! See, e.g., Scott B. Noegel, “A Janus Parallelism in the Gilgamesh Flood Story,” Acta
Sumerologica 13 (1991) 419-21; idem, “An Asymmetrical Janus Parallelism in the Gilgamesh Flood
Story,” Acta Sumerologica 16 (1994) 306-8; idem, “A Janus Parallelism in the Baal and ‘Anat
Story,” JNSL 21/1 (1995) 1-4; idem, “Another Janus Parallelism in the Atrahasis Epic,” Acta
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