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We thus seem to have here a deliberate ambiguity in the text, the employment of a
word which connotes two meanings: 1. army, troops, and 2. woman in labor. The first
meaning echoes the preceding line, and the second anticipates the following. Further-
more, via their use as similes in the process of drawing a picture of a raging storm,
these two meanings, though aparently unrelated, seem to fall together nicely and
convey quite a lively and realistic picture of a stormy and devastating flood.
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Janus parallelism is a literary device in which a pun faces back to a previous stich
of poetry in one of its meanings and ahead to a following stich in another. The..

polysemy can occur either in two stichs ("asymmetrical Janus parallelism") or three
("symmetrical Janus parallelism") and both types are attested in biblical Hebrew and
Akkadian.l .

Since my initial discovery and publication of two Janus parallels in the Gilgamesh
flood story,2 additional examples of the device have been discovered in Akkadian
literature3 making it increasingly clear that the device was one of many in the sophisti-

cated repertoire of the ancient Mesopotamian bards. .
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