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ABSTRACT
Janus parallelism is a literary device in which a middle stich of poetry
parallels in a polysemous manner both the line that precedes it and the line
that follows it. Thongh numerous examples have been discovered in the
HHebrew Bible, hitherto, only one example has been proposed in Ugaritic.
Thongh there is reason to reject the previousl: proposed example, there is
sufficient evidence for the device elsewhere in Ugaritic.
I THE DISCOVERY OF JANUS PARALLELISAM
One of the most sophisticated of all ancient Semitic literary devices is that of
"lanus Parallelism”. The term describes a literary device in which a middle stich
of poctry parallels in a polysemous manner both the line that precedes it and the
line that follows it. Since the discovery of Janus parallelism in the Hebrew Bible
by C. 1. Gordon (1978:59-G6), several scholars have continued the search and
have found additional examples of the device (e.g., Rendshurg 198(:291-93;
Zurro 1981:546-47: and Paul 1992:147-163). More recently, the present writer
has discovered the presence of Janus parallelism in Akkadian literature as well
(Noegel 1991:419-21; 1994:306-308). i
2. A PREVIOUSLY NOTED EXANPLE OF JANUS PARALLELISAL IN
UGARITIC
In 1984 W G £ Watson (1984:159) noted the presence of what he believed to
be a Janus parallelism in the Ugaritic text K'TU 1.3 11:23-26.

23. mid tmthsn wi'n

She fought hard and looked
24, thish wihdy “m

Anat battled and gazed

| I would like to thank Prof. Gary Rendshurg for his helpful comments on this note.
2 However. [ do not accept all of Paul's examples.
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