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Kwadacha dialect history



Tsek’ene language

Tsek’ene > (English) Sekani
etc.

> (French) Sékanais

Other Tsek’ene dialects

— Fort Grahame > Ingenika, Tsay
Keh [tse k’eh]

— McLeod Lake

Kwadacha closely related to
— Tsay Keh

— Halfway R., Moberly Lake Dane
zaa (Beaver)

Kwadacha
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Grammatical uniqueness of
Kwadacha

*q, *q" > w /o0 [u],o __

lThoowe ‘fish’

gh [y] / other vowels __

uzaghe’ ‘language’

syllable-final glottalization > low tone

tsa’ ‘beaver’

d t t’ occur before ii [i], 1 [1], e, 00O

too ‘water’

nasal vowels can have high quality

-tsQo ‘grandmother’

syllable-final h occurs

’eéh ‘with, by means of’

*3 > e / __ syllable-final h

’eht’eés ‘he/she is frying (an object)’

innovative nasalization

sas ‘black bear’

*nC > ii

-iila’ ‘hand’

perfective * > ii-

ghiighut ‘he/she shook (an object)’

2sg *1 > in-

’inht’es ‘fry it’

no verb stem initial voicing assimilation

suszul ‘I'm warm’

3sg P m- with 3pl subject

mik’ights’idlii ‘they love him/her’

Kwadacha




Lexical uniqueness of Kwadacha

chuba ‘poplar’ gwundan ‘horse’

-chw¢’ ‘son’ dana ‘money’

-twe’ ‘daughter’ k’00k ‘paper, book’
ghuje ‘goose’ ts’ik ‘tobacco’

tsits ‘duck’ ‘'umawii ‘woman’
dloona ‘mouse’ ’00na ‘gun’

mun ‘lake’ ‘usk’ookan ‘white person’
babiisa ‘butterfly’ -pane’ ‘spouse, friend’

Kwadacha



Current language teaching

« Aatse Davie School, Kwadacha

Angela Hocken

Kwadacha



Kwadacha verb overview

24 forms of every regular verb
— 4 modes
— 6 subjects

* No verb-internal negative

McLeod Lake Tsek’ene: 28 forms (4 x 7)
Witsuwit’en: 56 forms (4 x 7 x 2)
Deg Xinag: 36 forms (3 x 6 x 2)

Verb system overview
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Verb system overview

Subject prefixes

S- ~ ii- * no reflex of *idad-

inner

in-\ 1du sub;
\ Kwadac

ject in

na (nor in

subjects

Story, Gillian.

Tsay Keh)

1989. 'The

Athapaskan First Duoplural
Subject Prefix.' In Athapaskan
Linguistics: Current Perspectives on
a Language Family, ed. by Eung-
Do Cook and Keren Rice. Berlin:
Mouton de Gruyter. 487-531.



Modes

« imperfective u- ~ i- ¢ optative w- ~ 00-

— __’udoo ‘not’ — general future
 perfective ii-; u- ~ i- — __sii ‘might, perhaps’
— ~ past tense — __no ‘don’t’
- future d- ... a-/ii- — _ t¢’ ‘do/don’
(exhortative)

— immediate future .. :
— dowa ‘in order to

— __ P-ka#y-n-zun ‘want P’
— __ ywa#h-t’e ‘be unable’
— _ P#d-nii ‘tell P to’

Verb system overview



Conjugation prefixes

* Perfective  Lexically specified
— S- — by verb
— n- * ni#w-d-"a (n) ‘tough it

out, stick it out, endure

— gh- difficult situation’

* Imperfective — by verb prefix
— s- o dudzi# (n) ‘take short-
_ n- cut’

— (gh- = progressive)

Verb system overview



Origin of Kwadacha classifiers

 Classifier = rightmost verb prefix

* not a serious “misnomer”’; divide verbs
into classes

e h- < *¢
e d-~0 < *do-
* h-~0 < *lo-

Krauss, Michael. 1969. 'On the [Classifiers] in the Athapaskan, Tlingit and Eyak
Verb.' International Journal of American Linguistics Memoir 24:51-83.

Evolution of classifiers



Role of classifiers in verb
paradigms

 Affect form of one subject prefix

 Affect form of conjugation and mode
prefixes

Role of classifiers



Effect of classifier on 1sg subject

ii- 1sg.pf / _h .
O-h-q ‘hire’ .
gh- perfective .
1sg ghiih’3’ ‘T hired him/her’ *

2sg ghiinh’y’ .
3sg O ghiih’a’ ‘he/she hired O’

1pl ts’iih’y’ .
2pl ghah’y’ .
3pl ghighiih’y’ .

Role of classifiers

s- 1sg

ti#h-’ine ‘be pitiful’
imperfective

1sg tes’ine ‘I'm pitiful’
2sg tinh’ine

3sg teh’ine

1pl tits’eh’ine

2pl tah’ine

3pl tigheh’ine



Effect of classifier on subject

* “The 1sS prefix is ii- in h- classifier
perfective verbs.”

 Historically
—1sg.pf - / __ 0, -
—2pl.pf *a:- / __ 0, ¢

Hargus, Sharon. in preparation. Kwadacha (Fort Ware Tsek'ene) Grammar, Seattle,
Ms.

Role of classifiers



More examples of 1sg.pf ii-

« P-gha# ‘give to P’, O-h-
te ‘handle animate O’, y-
3sg0

* n- perfective

* 1sg mayniihte ‘I gave it
(animate) to him/her’

« 2sg mayniinhte

« 3sg yayniihte

* 1pl mayts’iniihte

- 2pl maynahte

« 3pl maghighiniihte

Role of classifiers

nu#h-’1j ‘spot, catch
sight of’ , w- areal

s- perfective

1sg nawsnh’;i I
spotted it’ (areal)

2sg nawsinh’ji
3sg nuweh’ij
1pl nawts’eh’jj
2pl nawsah’jj
3pl nawweh’ji




Effect of classifier on s- conjugation

» forms which lack inner subject prefix
* 3 main patterns

A
I R N O

qualifier eh- eh- us-

other conjunct__ eh-, eh- eh-, eh- us-, us-

otherwise seh- su- su-

18
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s- perfective, without and with D-

« -ke ‘go by boat’
» with ya- ‘across’

« 1sg yasuske ‘I went
across by boat’

« 2sg yasinke
« 3sg yasuke

« 1pl yats’uske
« 2pl yasahke
« 3pl yaghuske

Role of classifiers

-ke ‘go by boat’
with ya- ‘across’,
nu#D- ‘back, again’

1sg yanususke ‘I went
back across by boat’

2sg yanusinke
3sg yanusuke
1pl yants’uske
2pl yanusahke
3pl yanughuske




Cross-paradigm effects of D-

o kits’idii’ats ‘we (du.) came out on the
shore’

e kints’idiit’ats ‘we (du.) came back out on
the shore’

* nidiiya ‘he/she got up’
* nindiija ‘he/she got up again’

Role of classifiers



More s-perfective paradigms

° < ""’la_
* H-tl’e ‘sg./du. run’, ya#
‘across’

« 1sg yasustl’a ‘I ran
across’

« 2sg yasin-

« 3sg yasu-

e 1du yats’eh- < ¢ < s-I-
e 2du yasah-

* 3du yagheh-

Role of classifiers

< *{-

O-h-te ‘handle animate O
ti# ‘in water’

1sg tisiihite ‘I caught it
(fish)’

2sg tisinh-

3sg tiseh-

)
J



Effect of classifiers on gh-
perfective

» forms which lack inner subject prefix

_ '
™ )
- , -

word-initial ghii- ghu-

otherwise 1i- a-



Two gh- perfective paradigms

O-ghut ‘shake, brush off O’ < O-D-tset ‘eat O’
1sg ghustset ‘I ate it’

1sg ghiisghut ‘I shook it

out’

2sg ghiinghut + 2sg ghiintseét
3sg ghiighut « 3sg O ghutsét
1pl ts’iighut . 1pl ts’atseét
2pl ghahghut « 2pl ghahtseét
3pl ghiighut « 3pl O ghatsét



Two more gh- perfective paradigms

o ku#0-d-h-dégh ‘run  * ’u#n-H-ljjh ‘dance’
out of O’

* 1sg kudiihdegh ‘Tran . 15 ’unasljjh I
out of it’ danced’

« 2sg kudiinhdegh « 2sg 'uniinljjh

« 3sg O kudiihdegh  3sg 'unaljjh

« 1pl kuts 1d11hdegh . 1pl uts 1naluh

* 3pl O kaghdiihdegh . 3p] 'ughnaljjh




Effect of classifier on n- perfective

» forms which lack inner subject prefix
* 2 main patterns

qualifier inii- e-
other conjunct__ 1nii- inu-

otherwise nii- nu-

Role of classifiers

25



Two n- perfective paradigms

ti-tsii#0-gh-’q ‘criticize
O’ (lit. ‘put one’s head in
the water’)

1sg titsighniis’Q
criticized him/her’

2sg titsighniin’g

3sg O titsighnii’Q

1pl titsights’inii’Q

2pl titsighnah’g

3pl titsighighnii’Q ‘they

criticized him/her’

Role of classifiers

-gha# ‘give’, ‘'udu-...D-
reflexive, O-’q ‘handle
compact O’

1sg 'udughadnust’q 1

saved it for myself
2sg udughadniint’o
3sg ‘'udughaydet’o

1pl 'udughats’idet’o
2pl 'udughadnaht’q

3pl 'udughaghighdet’o



Two more n- perfective paradigms

* P-ta#w-n-h-yho ‘raise pl.
P7

* 1sg wootawniniihyho 1
raised them’

« 2sg khutawniniinhyhg
‘you raised us’

« 3sg khutawniniihyho
‘he/she raised us’

* 1pl wootawts’ininiithyho
‘we raised them’

« 2pl khutawninahyhg ‘you
(pl.) raised us’

* 3pl khutawooniniihyhg

‘they raised us’

Role of classifiers

n-H-’ji ‘sneak’, with
du# ‘through opening’

138 dﬁninis,ii ‘I sneaked

inside’

2sg duniniin’jj

3sg diné’jj

1p!
2p|
3p.

| duts’ine’jj
| duninah’jj

| daghne’ji



H- only overt in s-perfective

* H-tl’e ‘sg./du. run’
— s-pf yats’ehtl’a ‘we (du.) ran across’
— impf ’udoo yats’utl’a’ ‘we (du.) didn’t run
across’
— gh-pf ts’iiyetl’a ‘he/she ran away’
— impf K’its’utl’eh ‘we’re running around’
— opt ts’idootl’@’ii ‘let’s (du.) run (off)’

Role of classifiers



Lexical representations of

classifiers
 Some lexical verbs e D-
e h- — w-d-D-deh ‘speak’
— d-h-’¢sha ‘be ragged’ — d-D-dlow ‘laugh,
— O-h-’atl ‘chew on O’ smile

— h-’ats ‘pl. animals — nu#D-je’ ‘heal’

Walk, go’ — D-da ‘Sg. Sit’
e H-
— d-H-ts’ii ‘pl. sit’
Hargus, Sharon, Mike Abou, Mary — H-get ‘craw!’

Charlie, Edna McCook, et al. in
preparation. Kwadacha (Fort Ware
Tsek’ene) Dictionary, Ms.

— n-H-yeh ‘grow’

Representation of classifiers



Alternative representations

* Instead of H-, (h-)?

— there are other verbs with optional h- and H-
e ’-d-(h-)’oo0t ‘whistle’
* (H-)ch’egh ‘go in anger’
* O-n-(H-)yoot ‘chase O, drive O (animal)’
* n-(H-)’ij ‘sneak’
* Instead of D-, (D-) or (d-)?

— there are other verbs with optional D- and d-
* (D-)tsugh ‘cry, howl, wail’
* ’00ya#(d-)le ‘be shy, polite’

Representation of classifiers



Leave out the classifiers?

 Dictionary currently Dict without classifiers?

— D-ke ‘du., few sit’ (pos) — -ke ‘du., few sit’ (pos)
... impf (1d ts’uske, 2d « ... (pf) (1d ts’ake’, 2d
sah-, 3d ghus-) ghah-, 3d gha-)
« ... (pf) (1d ts’ake’, 2d « ... (pf) (1d ts’ake’, 2d
ghah-, 3d gha-) ghah-, 3d gha-)
— -ke ‘go by boat’ (mot) — -ke ‘go by boat’ (mot)
* Grammar « Grammar without
— pos = positional classifiers?
« impf is s-perfective, gh- — gh_- conjugation
perfective

, — gh..- conjugation
— mot = motion

« perfective determined by My Conj.ugatl.on
derivational prefix — ny- conjugation
— s-,8/h-, s;-
conjugations?

Representation of classifiers



Conclusions

Classifiers affect form of subject and conjugation,
Kwadacha classifiers are currently represented in
pedagogical materials as h-, D-, H-

Two of these representations are abstract

— D- realizations are t, d, O

— H- realizations are h, O

Grammatical rules refer to these representations

The lexical verb (e.g. h-jit ‘stink’) itself is an
abstraction

A compromise?

— Explain system in grammar, give model paradigms (some
users will ignore)

— Give copious examples of patterns in dictionaries (ideally
a perfective paradigm for every verb and verb prefix)



