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Overview 
• Subordination 

• “Insubordination” types: 

 exclamations 

 backgrounding 

 change 
 



Texts from the late Belle Deacon 

“[She] participated in 
shows sponsored by the 
Institute of Alaska Native 
Arts and the University 
of Alaska Museum 
highlighting the works of 
Native artists. (Photo by 
Rose Atuk Fosdick from 
Interwoven Expressions, 
courtesy of the Institute of 
Alaska Native Arts.)” 
(Deacon 1985) 
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• Stories 
– in Deacon 1985 

• Taxghozr (Polar bear) (22:32) 

• Noɬdith gixidhoy (Hawk owl story) (2:29) 

– unpublished 
• Niɬoghda'ye (The cousins) (27:14) 

• Niɬdadrqaye (The sisters) (19:08) 

• Chel tr'igidiɬt'ighinh (The young man who wouldn't marry) 
(1:08:25) 

• Yixgitsiy (Crow story) (19:59) 

• Historical events 
– unpublished 

• Plants, Christmas in Anvik (8:32) 

• True stories (28:23)  

• Death of Belle's first husband (11:33) 

Texts 
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Subordination 

• Quirk and Greenbaum 1973:309 

“a non-symmetrical relation, holding between two 
clauses in such a way that one is a...part of the 
other.” 

• tux ‘when, while’ 
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More Deg Xinag subordinators 

• da’ ‘when (non-past), if’ 

 

 

 

 

 

• Subordinators not in sentence-initial position 
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• xo’in ‘for, because’ 

 

 

 

 

• dong ‘when (past)’ 

 

 

• xo’in requires nominalized complement (verb suffixed with –di) 9 



ts’in’/ts’i 

• marks complements of  

– ‘become, occur’ and similar verbs 

 

 

 

– q’at “want” 
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• xaxa (‘with it’)...xadi(nh) (‘without’) ‘unable’ 
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• ‘not know’ 

 

 

 

• xughon ‘so that’ 
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ts’in’/ts’i in other contexts 

• sequenced in time: ‘and then’ 
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• simultaneous in time: ‘and’ 
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• overlapping in time: ‘as, being, having’ etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• ts’i/ts’in’ in all cases a subordinator 

• interpretation depends on temporal relation 
of clauses in sentences 

• apparently no conjunctions in Deg Xinag  
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Relative clauses 

• Leer 2005:  ‘nominalizing suffixes added to 
verbs, demonstratives, directionals, and 
numerals’  

• Proto-Athabaskan     > Deg Xinag 

– *-(y)i: ‘thing’                   -iy and/or voicing changes 

– *(ŋy)ǝn ‘person’             -(i)nh (and voicing change) 

– *-ne: ‘people’                 -(hi)n 

– *-dǝn ‘place’                   -di 

– *-qu' (~ *-qu:) ‘area’     -xi 

– *-ʧ’ǝŋye: ‘side’               -ts’in 
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Relative clauses 

• nh  n ‘thing’ 

 

 

– cf. Vuq’ux xelanh. `It’s fat.’ (lit. `its fat exists’) 

• -(i)nh ‘person’ 

17 



• -(hi)n ‘people’ 

 

 

 

 

 

• -xi ‘where’ (rare in DX) 

 

 

 
(cf. Koyukon –denh ‘the place...’ vs. –hu ‘the area/places...’ 
(Thompson 1996)) 
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*dǝn > -di 

• Leer 2006-10: 

– (1) ‘place where, time when' 

– (2) [w/ numerals] ‘--times'.  (And in some of the 
languages, [w/numerals] ‘(so many)' 
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-di ‘place where’ 

• xit’ogh ‘underneath’ 
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• (no locational ‘head word’ in sentence) 
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-di ‘place where’ 



-di ‘time when’ 

• xaɬts’in’ ‘evening’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         

 (bilingual speaker’s translation) 
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-di ‘time when’ 

• no temporal word in sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(bilingual speaker’s translation) 
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General subordinative usage of 
relative clause suffixes 

• yh  y ‘thing’ 

 

 

 

24 



• -di not attached to verb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• hallmark of a more general subordinator? 
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Insubordination 

• Evans (2007:367): “the conventionalized main 
clause use of what, on prima facie grounds, 
appear to be formally subordinate clauses.” 
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Insubordination in Athabaskan-Eyak-
Tlingit 

• Navajo (Mithun 2008) 

– discourse marking functions 

• Tlingit (Cable 2010, 2011) 

– syntactic and discourse marking functions 
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A case of insubordination in English 
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Deg Xinag insubordination 
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• Syntactic function 

– Exclamations 

• Discourse functions 

– Temporal change 

– Backgrounding 

• Subordination markers 

– relative clause suffixes, especially –di 

– ts’i/ts’in’ general subordinator 

 



Structure of exclamations 

• wh- word 

• subordination marker 
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• subordination marker –(i)nh human sg. 
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• subordination marker –di temporal/locative 
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Discourse function of insubordination:  
“backgrounding” 

• state exists 

• activity in progress or complete 

• background information 
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• state exists 
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• activity in progress 
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• activity completed 
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• background information 
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42 
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• uxuxiyiɬ ‘suddenly’ 

 

Discourse function: temporal change 



• de’ ‘suddenly, just like that’ 
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• q’a ‘oh my’ (surprise) 
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• Non-sudden change: vinxiɬyigg ‘(in the) morning’ 
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• Non-sudden change: xidigaɬ ‘finally’ 
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• xiyiɬ ‘then’ 

 



No temporal adverb 
• temporal change inferred from insubordination 
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Summary and questions 

• Insubordination markers seems to exist in Deg 
Xinag 

• Just Belle?  

• Correlation with verbal aspect? 

• Correlation with time adverbs? 

• Deg Xinag intonation needs more study 

56 



Possibly wider implications 

• Deg Xinag insubordination functions 

– backgrounding 

– change 

– exclamations 

 

57 

also found in Navajo (Mithun 2008) 

also found in Tlingit  (Cable 2011) 



Explanations for similarities 

• coincidence? 

• contact? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• inheritance from common ancestor? 
– not in Eyak (Michael Krauss, p.c.) 
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Central Alaskan Yup’ik  
insubordination: subordinative mood 
suffixes (Mithun 2008) 



Xisrigidisddhinh 
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