


The San Juan Islands



Once Wrangellia collided and Vancouver Island
was added to the continent, the rocks of 
the North Cascades were ñcaught in the 
squeezeò.
So were the rocks of the San Juan Islands.

The San Juan Islands are a chaotic geological 
messéa mass of various ocean-floor rocks and 
island remnants sliced up by a vast number of 
thrust faults. These faults place unrelated rocks 
next to one another.





The rocks of the San Juan Islands are
very lightly metamorphosedéor 
unmetamorphosed.

What does this say about the depth of
burial?

Righténot deeply buriedévery shallow
subduction depthséor simply scraped off.

Possibly very rapidly LOADED by NW Cascade
thrust sheets. 

Where are these thrusts sheets today in the SJI?



Soéwhy are they islands? 
Have they ALWAYS been islands?








