The Truman Show – Write-up




Scott Huntington
1.  I would not, and could not, participate in a show like Truman’s.  It’s a practical joke with no punch-line; something that everyone’s in on, and making a living from, but no one is honest enough to reveal who they truly are, or what they’re really thinking.  Pretty sick stuff – a great idea for a movie, but a truly sickening thought for the person it is whose life you’ve helped to steal.  I guess that answers the second part of the question as well: the last person in the world I’d want to be is an actor portraying Truman’s best friend.  The guy is selling his soul for money, simply adding more believability to the charade.  This guy is the worst of the bunch because his whole life is based around getting paid to shovel empty promises and broken dreams into the head of someone who truly trusts in him, all the while flashing a certain brand of beer cans in Truman’s face.  He’s a walking advertisement whose only worry in life is whether or not last night’s heart-to-heart with Truman was captured from the right camera angle.
2.  In their narrow, twisted, corporate minds, they were doing Truman a favor by not exposing him to the evilness of the real world, all the while banking off of advertisers’ revenues and high ratings.  Sure, he benefited from the fundamental things like job security and the potential for kids with a woman who “fell into his life”.  They provided him with everything that could make him happy, except for the one thing he really wanted: his freedom.  When he couldn’t have the girl he wanted, her image haunted him every day; when he couldn’t leave his small town because of personal fears and disastrous conditions, that’s all he focused his energy on doing.  They denied him the chance to really be free to make his own way in life, to create his own story.  They crafted such a well-planned life for him, they never expected that Truman would be spontaneous enough to try and break free from it.  They were clearly wrong, their plan backfired, and now everyone who was a part of the production is not only out of a job, but has to live with the guilt that comes to any real human being who takes part in an act involving so much deceit.   

3.  If the company decided to tell Truman that he has been watched on television by millions of fans, every day for the last 30 years, you would witness, live, the deterioration of the human soul.  If you simply found out one day that everything around you was fake, your family and friends, your job, your favorite beach, and that nothing means what you thought it did, you would go crazy in the head!!  Instead, Truman learned, on his own, what was going on all around him.  Even so, he still was on the verge of losing it!  But, by allowing him to figure it all out over a period of time, the company at least gave him the opportunity to be able to accept what was happening; the slow discovery eased the pains of his harsh conditions. 

4.  I enjoy watching shows like The Real World on MTV.  Even still, I can’t believe the invasion of privacy that the cast members agree to!  They can’t even take a leak without someone knowing.  But, the chance to “be discovered”, and/or take place in a social experiment, outweighs their cares about being on camera during their most personal moments.  If there truly was a Truman show, I think it would be entertaining to me for about a minute – I have my life to live, so why spend it watching some poor soul who has not agreed to have his life broadcast all over the world?  This type of show could never work in the “real”, real world – besides having to deal with activists galore, who would be dumb enough to fund a show that promotes the invasion of a human’s life?  
5.  O.K., money talks.  But, this proposal of 100 grand a year is under the conditions that I know that I’m being filmed.  I would put on the most interesting show you’d ever dream of seeing.  I’m not being egotistical, but after five years of watching me, you’d have people talking like me, dressing like me, listening to the same music as I do, and going to the same places I visit.  Anything that gets constant exposure is going to influence the people getting exposed to it.  I’m not sure we’re ready for a bunch of Scott’s running around the world – definitely not ready.      
6.  I guess I’m a privacy pragmatist.  It all depends on how bad things get.  If people can get access to my name, phone number, and address, that’s fine.  When people are getting a hold of my personal information, (social security number, bank and medical records), that’s where I draw the line.  Companies who cross this line, and delve as deep as they can into people’s personal lives are unethical and a disgrace to the human race.  Those that are in the business of exchanging human lives for cash have a serious moral problem.  As to what a manager should do, that all depends if he is morally just, or if he is just into making money, no matter what the consequence.  However, all managers, if they’re smart, should listen to the complaints from all angles, even if they disagree with them – it’s better to know where people are coming from than to not have a clue why there are people rallying against your company.  As far as the movie’s impact on my views regarding privacy, it didn’t change them too much, but it did help me to draw the parallel between the ever-increasing concern with our privacy and the company who tricked Truman, the analogy being that we are the Trumans and the companies of the Cristofs!                             

7.  My privacy is the biggest deal there is to me, besides my family and God.  It’s a big deal when telemarketers know more about my credit than I do.  It’s a big deal when I’m trusting a doctor to keep my operation confidential.  It’s a big deal under many conditions, and it’s different for people with different opinions.  Some don’t care as much as others.  To me, privacy is a matter of respect; those who invade it are personally disrespecting my wishes and degrading the quality of my life.  From the way it’s going, I’ll soon have these complaints: How dare someone takes it into their hands to monitor where I go through their face recognition systems?  How dare they hand me a National ID card to track which state I’m in?  How can they get away with tracking my car from a damn satellite!?  It’s going to get interesting…

8.  The movie was very unfair to companies because they were forced into a precarious position.  The Truman Show was the top-rated show in the world, meaning it was the most-watched program, meaning that potential customers were glued to their TV sets all the time, at all hours of the day and night.  So, even an ethical manager, who believes in privacy and dignity, is faced with a decision whether or not to remain competitive by advertising his product on a show that could greatly increase his market share.  The chances are, if he doesn’t advertise his product on the #1 show, his competitors will.  His job, and his company’s position in the market could be in jeopardy if he refuses to advertise because of his personal disagreement with the show’s concept.

9.  A company should let its customers know what it is they sell, and for how much.  Their company history should be made available, as well as their financial information from the past.  Beyond that, it’s their call what they want to make public.  In fact, privately-owned companies should have less of an obligation to disclose information.  Privacy works both ways, you see.  Online companies, on the other hand, should do all they can to gain the trust of the customer.  There are so many scams out there that people want to know that the company they’re dealing with is a legitimate business.  It’s in these online companies’ best interests to reach potential customers on a personal level.  It’s up to them how they do it, (be it management’s pictures/phone numbers, how the company got started, and where it is heading, etc.) but whatever they decide to disclose should be more than a brick and mortar business, simply to gain the customer’s trust and respect.

10.  I couldn’t work somewhere that probed into the lives of their customers.  I believe in ethics, and to go behind someone’s back, especially for potential financial gain, is not only wrong, but it could lead to a bad reputation in the business world.  I understand that there are “lists” for sale out there, and I realize what happens when I use my Safeway Club Card – there are always going to be systems that are tracking me and my buying habits.  However, I volunteered to buy the Club Card, knowing what it was all about.  What happens when companies begin to track you without your permission, especially these days, with so much new technology on the horizon, and with the capabilities of the Internet as a tracking system…If my company had the attitude that they didn’t care about their customers’ privacy, I’d find somewhere else to work that valued the customer as a human being, rather than a means to an end.             
