Study Guide – Outline of Topics and Themes covered in PHIL 100, Spring 2005 (Professor Michael Rosenthal)
What follows is a series of questions to help you study.  Please be aware that these questions do not exhaust all the material covered in the course.  Some questions are supposed to get you thinking about a complex topic that might have several parts, not all of which are stated here as questions.  Note that all this material was either covered in lectures or readings (sometimes both).
General Terms
-What is the basic meaning of the following terms:  philosophy, metaphysics, ontology, epistemology, aesthetics, logic, morality, proof, premise, and conclusion?
-Know the basic meaning of the following philosophical techniques (explained in the skills assignments):  argument, analysis, definition, dilemma, counter-example, reductio ad absurdum, and irony.
Plato

-What are the accusations against Socrates?
-What is Socrates’ form of discourse in the Apology and why is it philosophically significant?

-What is the elenchus?
-What is Socrates’relationship to the God?

-What does Socrates suggest as his punishment?

-What is Socrates’ attitude toward death?
-Why does Socrates not escape from the city when he can?

-What is Socrates’ theory of learning?
-What is the theory of forms?

-Why does Socrates say that he and his friends should sacrifice a cock to Asclepius?

Aristotle

-*What is Aristotle’s idea of substance?  How do form and matter relate? (This is useful knowledge but there will not be an exam question on this topic.)
-What are the “four causes”?  How do they explain action?

-What does Aristotle mean when he says that all actions aim at some end?
-What are the main theories (other than his own) concerning human happiness that Aristotle considers?

-Why does he reject them?

-How is human functioning relevant to his view?
-What is the difference between intellectual and moral virtues?

-Explain all parts of the definition of “virtue.”

Anselm & Aquinas
-What is the difference between a priori and a posteriori proofs for the existence of God?
-What is Anselm’s definition of God?

-What is the structure of Anselm’s proof?

-What is Gaunilo’s “lost island” objection to Anselm’s argument?  What is Anselm’s reply?

-Why does Aquinas reject a priori proofs for the existence of God?

-What is the basic structure of an a posteriori proof for the existence of God?

-Explain each of Aquinas’ “Five Ways” to prove the existence of God.
Descartes

-What is the “tree of philosophy” and how does the Meditations relate to it?
-What is the general philosophical purpose of “hyperbolic” doubt?

-Why does Descartes distrust the senses at the beginning of the Meditations?

-What are the three central skeptical arguments in the First Meditation and what is wrong with the first two of them?  (There is also another argument at the very beginning of the Meditation.  Four in all.)
-What is the cogito argument?  Explain the two interpretations of it (i.e. it is a logical argument; it is a direct intuition).

-What is the wax example and why does Descartes use it in the Second Meditation?

-What is the difference between innate, invented, and adventitious ideas?

-Why does Descartes need to prove the existence of God in the Third Meditation and how does he do it?  (What is the difference between the “formal” and “objective” reality of a thing?)

-How does he prove that God is not a deceiver?

-What are “clear and distinct” ideas and what is their role in Descartes’ work?

-Explain the objection to Descartes that his argument is circular.  (What does it mean for an argument to be “circular” and why specifically is it objected that Descartes’ argument is circular?)

-What is the purpose of the Fourth Meditation in the overall structure of the Meditations?

-What is the explanation of human error and why is it not God’s fault?

-Can we know why God created us in such a way that we possibly err?  Why or why not?
-What is the distinction between the imagination and the intellect in the fifth and sixth Meditations?  (What is the purpose of the chiliagon example?)
-What is the clear and distinct idea of body offered in the Fifth Meditation?
-What is the difference between “primary” and “secondary” ideas of body?

-How are the clear and distinct ideas of body like ideas of geometrical objects, such as a triangle?

-How does Descartes prove God’s existence in the Fifth Meditation?

-What is the argument for the existence of body in the Sixth Meditation?

-How does Descartes respond to the Dream argument at the end of the Meditations?
Hume

-What are the two styles of philosophy according to Hume?  Which one does he prefer and why?
-What is an “impression”?  Where do our ideas come from?  Which of the two, ideas or impressions, is a better way to know the world and why?
-How are ideas associated? (I.e. what are resemblance, contiguity, and cause and effect?)
-What are “relations of ideas” and “matters of fact” and what are the differences between them?

-What is the relation between “cause” and “effect”?

-Why does Hume think that there is not a necessary connection between cause and effect?
-What is the basis of the connection we make?

-What is the role of counter-example in his analysis of cause and effect?

-What is the “skeptical problem” for Hume that arises as a consequence of his analysis of cause and effect?  (Note:  this is often called the “problem of induction.”)

-What are the roles of belief, custom, and habit in his response to the skeptical problem?

-In what sense does Hume think we are free?  What is the difference between a compatibilist and incompatibilist conception of freedom?
Kant

-What is “dogmatism” and “skepticism” for Kant and why are these dangerous to philosophy?
-*What is the “synthetic a priori” and how is it supposed to overcome the difficulties of both dogmatism and skepticism?  (Note:  don’t worry too much about this one; an answer in quite general terms is alright.   This will not be an exam question.)

-How does this problematic apply to morality as well as philosophy?

-What is the basis of the obligation of a moral judgment for Kant?  In other words, what makes it binding on us?

-Do consequences count for Kant in determining whether an action is moral or not?

-What is the “good will”?

-What is the difference between an action done from duty and an action done in conformity with duty?

-What is a maxim?

-What is the difference between a “hypothetical” and “categorical” imperative?

-What is the “Universal Law” formulation of the categorical imperative?

-What is the “Principle of Humanity” formulation of the categorical imperative?

-How does each formulation work to test a maxim to see if it is a moral maxim or not?
-What is the difference between a “perfect duty” and an “imperfect duty”?  Which of Kant’s four examples fits into each of these categories?
-What are the four examples?  (Be able to reproduce Kant’s reasoning.)

Mill
-What is the “Greatest Happiness Principle”?
-What are the two kinds of pleasure discussed by Mill?  Which one is superior and why?

-Why does this distinction (between kinds of pleasures) matter to Mill?

-On what basis does Mill claim that his moral theory is disinterested and impartial?

-What is the “utilitarian calculus”?

-What is a “hedon,” who came up with this idea, and why does Mill reject it?

-What kind of proof does Mill give for his utilitarian principle?

-Does every person count in Mill’s calculus?  How?
-What is “preference” utilitarianism and what problem does it address in Mill’s position?

-Is is possible to account for “rights” in utilitarianism?

-What is the difference between “act” and “rule” utilitarianism and what kind of problem does this distinction address in Mill’s original view?
Nietzsche
-What is “the problem of Socrates”?

-What is the significance of Socrates’ ugliness for Nietzsche?

-What is the significance of “Socratic irony” for Nietzsche and how does it differ from his own use of irony?

-Who are the slaves for Nietzsche?

-What is the meaning and origin of “ressentiment”?

-Why do philosophers, according to Nietzsche, typically devalue history?
-What is Nietzsche’s critique of the distinction between “appearance” and “reality”?

-Why do philosophers typically confuse “what is first with what is last”?  What does this mean?

-Why does Nietzsche think that morality is “anti-nature”?

-Why does Nietzsche think that “[t]he entire realm of morality and religion belongs under this concept of imaginary causes”?

-What is the “error of free will”?

-What is the significance of tragedy for Nietzsche and how does this differ from the standard interpretation of the time?

-What does “perspectivism” about the truth mean?

-How does the distinction between “good” and “evil” differ from that between “good” and “bad”?

-What is the significance of the orgy for Nietzsche?

-What does Nietzsche mean when he proclaims that “God is dead”?
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